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Why Yellow?
Many wonder why our nice place here is called the YELLOW Deli. Why Yellow?

Well, the color yellow is special for many reasons. Yellow is the most luminous of
all the colors of the spectrum. It’s the color that captures our attention more than
any other color. In the natural world, yellow is the color of sunflowers and daffodils,
egg yolks and lemons, canaries and bees. It’s the
color of happiness and optimism, of enlightenment
and creativity, sunshine and spring....

But beyond all that, it seems to us that yellow must have
been the first of all the colors that appeared on earth.
“Let There be Light!”
In the beginning there was only darkness all over... But the first ray
of hope for this wasted planet was the beam of light that shown forth
from the face of the Creator, as He said, “Let there be light!”
Once there was sunshine, there was hope!
Get a little child to color a picture of the sun and sunbeams for you...
What color do you think he will use for the sun? YELLOW!

So, the story goes like this: In the beginning (Genesis 1:3), God
had seen the mess of darkness upon the face of this globe and He
set himself to do something about it.
He was thinking about it... hovering
over the face of the deep darkness.
Then it came... the solution:
“Let there be light!” Oh, how precious
would be that light, for it laid the
foundation for all the creation that

would follow. Once the light had shown on that very first day, God spoke
again, saying, “It is good!” So, He called the light Day. What
color was the light? Well, since yellow is luminous, that means it emits
light. It shines. It is full of lumens.
So, light is yellow. Yellow and Us

So, for us, yellow was the beginning of God’s solution, and it was
the beginning of our solution, too... “Let there be yellow!”
Because, in the face of mounting troubles on all sides for this planet
and for all humanity really, we
again saw the need for a solution.
Being created in the image of God,
we will not be satisfied with the deep
darkness that has set in on earth 
and mankind in our generation. 
There has to be a ray of hope, a 
solution... Some may just sit and 
curse the darkness, but some want 
to light a candle… or at least take 
up a paintbrush. So, we decided to  
paint some yellow on our old 
building and open it up as a Yellow 
Deli. 
We hope you will enjoy our efforts!

So, What is a Yellow Deli?
Well, to answer that question we will need to

give you a little history, for the Yellow Deli is more
than just a regular restaurant.

Maybe you have noticed this society is in quite
a mess these days. Many people are finding it
hard to cope with a lot of the things they see going
on all around them. Hopefully, we can be a little
ray of sunshine for our neighborhood, and maybe
even bring some solutions, some focus, maybe a
restoration of sorts. So, our story goes like this:

One day in 1972, a few zealous people had the
thought that they could open a little place where
people could come and sit down and not feel
rushed to leave. People could ask questions if they
wanted to, and could find a little refuge from the
pressures of life. Well, sometimes it is hard to even
find someone to talk to about our troubles.

Being believers, these young zealots knew that
there really are answers to the troubles of mankind.
But there needed to be a place for people to get
a break and sit down, and think about the deep
things of life. So, they decided to make a nice,
comfortable place with good food and maybe a
chance to touch hearts with those passing through
the doors. It could be a friendly spot to meet their
neighbors.

They had run across a verse in the Bible about
how being “filled with the Holy Spirit” meant that
your life would produce a certain kind of fruit.
That fruit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Galatians 5:22). So, if it were possible to
consistently demonstrate these qualities, it would
surely create a very nice environment. Just having
such a place for people to come in and sit down
would be so nice, so... why not do it? “We serve
the fruit of the Spirit. Why not ask?” became their
motto. For sure, people do not have to ask, but if
people want to ask, they can!

So, the Yellow Deli was our heavenly Father’s
gift to us when it first opened in May of 1973 in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. It was not a genius
marketing plan, but just a simple attempt to do
something to start to make a change!

Amazingly, it has endured all these years,
growing and spreading out. Now there are Yellow
Delis in several states, and even in other countries.
Since it is a “group effort” with all of us working
together, it supports our “community lifestyle.”

We all actually live and work together. This is not 
Just a 9-to-5 job for us where we go to work every 
Day and then go home to our separate lives.

We saw that a pattern was established in
the first-century church — a life in which all who
believed lived together and had all things in
common (Acts 2:44). Actually, we saw that there
are several verses in the Bible that paint a vivid
picture of the daily life of the original church, which
looks much different from the religious experience
most of us had growing up. Those original believers
who lived communally as described in Acts 4:32
were not just “any ole’ people.” They were the
famous first apostles, like Peter, James, and John,
and the Apostle Paul. Those are the people who
were writing the New Testament that we treasure
so much today! Plus other famous people from the
Bible were there in that community, like the Virgin
Mary, those who were healed by the Savior, plus
many others who were personally touched by the
message of the Son of God as He walked among
them. We know that all those people lived like that
because the Bible says “ALL who believed were
together and shared all things in common.” So
surely the word “ALL” would have included them!

So, the way they lived after our Savior was
resurrected and went to be with His Father is
graphically described in the Bible in Acts 2 and 4 so
that we can all know what they did when they first
received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.

Though many feel as if the community life of the
original church was just a fleeting experiment that
soon ended, to us it appears to be the standard of
how things should be for believers, so we have set
ourselves to live that way.

So, living after the pattern of the original church
in Jerusalem in 33AD has been our goal. We must
remain in unity and allow nothing to divide us. The
unity of the disciples was central and essential to
the message
of the Son of
God, but is
little spoken
of today.
Hopefully,
there can be
a restoration
of how 
things
used to be.
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