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If someone had asked me the question, “Do you 
know Jesus?” — and lots of people did — I would have 
said yes. I had heard about Him ever since I was a little 
child praying, “God-is-great-God-is-good-let-us-thank-
Him-for-our-food-in-Jesus’-name-amen.” After all, what 
more could there be to knowing Him besides hearing 
all the Bible stories and believing that He died for our 
sins?

When I was asked who my 
heroes were, I put Jesus at the top of 
the list. I was certainly not ashamed 
of Him and often made decisions by 
asking myself, “What would Jesus 
do?” many years before it became a 
popular catchphrase. I was as good a 
Christian as most people I knew, and 
a better one than some. I sincerely 
wanted to be like Jesus. Yet, according to the Bible, I 
was a liar.

Of course, I didn’t know I was a liar. I didn’t even 
know what the Bible said about it. I had other things to 
think about, like where I was going to go to college, and 
what kind of career I was going to pursue. But whatever 
I wound up doing, I had no doubt that I would do it 
as a Christian. My youthful fascination with the Lord 
would never leave me.

And it never did. It got submerged under a lot 
of other concerns, though, and it was years before it 

To Know Himis toLove Him
I was only fourteen when the fascination started. He was the all-powerful King and I was the 
awkward youth. He could heal the sick, raise the dead, and shut the mouths of the trickiest 
lawyers. I was an unathletic teenager, not particularly popular or clever, and couldn’t do much 
of anything special. No matter what they did to Him, He always won. In fact, when they killed 
Him, He even rose from the dead. As for me, I always lost the argument, or the fight, and felt 
stupid for letting myself get drawn into the conflict.

resurfaced. But then, due to some circumstances in 
my life, I started reading the Word like I never had 
before, deeply desiring to know what God wanted me 
to do with my life. It happened to be the gospel of Luke 
that I was reading, and what I saw there shocked me. I 
guess I had read right over a lot of the things Jesus said, 
without really thinking about them before.

“Woe to you who are rich, for you 
are receiving your comfort in full. Woe to 
you who are well-fed now, for you shall 
be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, 
for you shall mourn and weep. Woe to 
you when all men speak well of you, 
for in the same way their fathers used 
to treat the false prophets.” That was 
what He said in Luke 6:24-26, and it 
seemed as if He were talking about 

my Christian experience. Financial success had always 
been exalted, and popularity, because as a rich or 
famous person I could “be used by the Lord.” But never 
had I been called on to do anything or say anything that 
would result in the sacrifice of my creature comforts 
or risk the disapproval of men. And never had I been 
warned that the comfort I had in my affluent life was all 
the comfort I would get for all eternity.

As I read on, I saw other disturbing words, like, 
“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I 
say?” That was Luke 6:46, and it was followed by the 

Never had I been warned 
that the comfort I had in 
my affluent life was all 
the comfort I would get 

for all eternity.
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He went on to explain to me that while most people 
call the Son of God Jesus, they preferred His original 
Hebrew name – Yahshua. He told me that it actually 
meant “God’s Salvation.”

The more he talked the more everything began 
to make sense to me. I had grown up in a society that 
had caused me to question everything, but somehow I 
never questioned what had been handed down to me at 
church. I thought that because these people didn’t say 
Jesus, although they were full of love and kindness, they 
must be bad. But what I found out was that Jesus wasn’t 
even the Savior’s name! 

So now, as you have guessed, I am a part of this 
people who follow the Son of God, and I would like to 
share with you the amazing things I have learned about 
His name.

In the days of John the Baptist and the Son of God, 
the preserved language of the devout Jews was Hebrew. 
So, when the angel Gabriel brought the good news to 
the Hebrew virgin, Miriam (or Mary in English), that she 
would give birth to the Savior of the world, and told her 
what His name would be, what language do you suppose 
he spoke? Hebrew, of course! And certainly Miriam and 
Yoceph (or Joseph in English) named the child just as the 
angel had commanded them — Yahshua.

In Matthew 1:21, your Bible probably reads, “…and 
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.” But the name Jesus is a modern English 
adaptation of the Greek name, Iesous, which is itself a 
corruption of the original Hebrew name Yahshua. The 
name Jesus or Iesous has no meaning of its own,1 but 
the Hebrew name Yahshua literally means Yahweh’s 
Salvation,2 which makes sense out of what the angel 
said in Matthew 1:21, “…you shall call His name Yahshua 
[Yahweh’s Salvation], for He shall save His people from their 
sins.”

If you look in an old King James Bible, you will find 
the name Jesus in these two passages:

Which also our fathers that came after brought in with 
Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out 
before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David… (Acts 
7:45, KJV)

For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not 
afterward have spoken of another day. (Hebrews 4:8, KJV)

However, if you look in any modern Bible, including 
more recently printed King James Bibles, you will find 
that in place of the name Jesus they use the name Joshua, 
for in the context it is clear that it is speaking there of 
Moses’ successor and not the Son of God. But in the Greek 
manuscript the name in both of these verses is Iesous.

You see, Joshua is the popular English transliteration 
of the Hebrew name Yahshua. Joshua of the Old Testament 
had the same name as the One called Jesus in the New 
Testament, for Joshua was the prophetic forerunner of 
the Son of God, bringing Israel into the Promised Land 
and leading them to victory over their enemies. But 
since the translators obviously know this fact, why do 
they only translate Iesous as Joshua in these two verses, 
and as Jesus everywhere else? 

The fact is, the name of God’s Son was not even 
pronounced as “Jesus” in English until the 16th century, 
simply because there was no “J” sound or letter in 
English until then.3 The modern letter “J” developed 
from the letter “I” which began to be written with a 
“tail” when it appeared as the first letter in a word. So in 
old English the name now written as Jesus was actually 
written and pronounced much like the original Greek 
Iesous. Eventually the hard “J” sound crept into the 
English language to accompany the different way of 
writing the initial “I” in the name.

You may also find it interesting that in Acts 26:14-15, 
it says that the apostle Paul heard the name of the Son of 
God pronounced “in the Hebrew tongue” by the Son of 
God Himself, so he certainly didn’t hear the Greek name 
Iesous or the English name Jesus, but rather the Hebrew 
name, the name above all names, Yahshua.4

I’d much rather call the Son of God, my Savior, by 
His true name — the name His own mother, Miriam, 
and foster father, Yoceph, and all of His Jewish friends 
called Him. Not only have I found out what His true 
name is, but His true Body on earth as well. I am so 
thankful to have finally found true rest with the true 
Savior. Please take the time to read the other articles in 
this paper. You are always welcome to come visit us in 
any of our communities. Our addresses are on the back 
of this paper. E

   Michael

1 Some authorities say that Iesous is derived from an earlier form meaning “healing Zeus,” the supreme god of ancient Greek mythology.
2 Yah is the personal name of God, and shua is from a Hebrew root word that means “to save.” God identified Himself to Moses as YAH (meaning 
“I AM”) in Exodus 3:14, as in Psalm 68:4 (“whose name is Yah”), and as most familiar in the word Halleluyah (“Praise Yah”). And in John 5:43 
and 17:11, Yahshua says that He came in His Father’s name, “the name which You have given Me” (NASB), so it is not surprising that the Father’s 
name would be incorporated into the Son’s name, Yahshua.
3 Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 1971), pp. 1496,1507. 4 Philippians 2:9; Acts 4:12

What’s in a Name
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chose to turn away from Him! No 
more satisfaction!

The Remedy

But the Lord was pleased to crush 
Him, putting Him to grief; if He would 
render Himself as a guilt offering, He 
will see His offspring, He will prolong 
his days, and the good pleasure of the 
Lord will prosper in His hand. As a 
result of the anguish of His soul, He 
will see it and be satisfied. (Isaiah 53:
10-11, NASB)

God’s heart is so wonderful 
towards mankind that He even 
chose to send His own Son to be put 
to death as the sacrifice for our sins. 
That sacrifice would bring about 
what He always wanted. His act of 
unfathomable love would capture 
our hearts so that we would once 
again ally ourselves with Him. The 
payment for our sins would open 
up a channel between us and Him, 
allowing His love to be poured out 
in our hearts.3 Love in a person’s 
heart causes love to take action in 
his life. His love can give us the 
power to triumph over sin.

Just as the first Eve was taken 
out of the first Adam’s side, so the 
second Eve came out of the side of 
the second Adam.4 God took a rib 
out of Adam’s side to form Eve. The 

forming factor for His Body. It is 
the Body in whom His Spirit resides 
– the communities of disciples that 
make up His Holy Nation.8 Love 
brought to birth the communities of 
Acts 2 and 4,9 where His love could 
be expressed.

The fullness of what is in God’s 
heart needs to be put in His people’s 
hearts, so they can fully express His 
heart. 

Philip said to Him, “Lord, show 
us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
Jesus [Yahshua] said to him, “Have I 
been so long with you, and yet you 
have not come to know Me, Philip? He 
who has seen Me has seen the Father...” 
(John 14:8-9)

Love has been perfected among us 
in this: that we may have boldness in 
the day of judgment; because as He is, 
so are we in this world. (1 John 4:17)

The evidence of His love has to 
be plainly seen so that people can 
know His love. People can’t know 
His love apart from that evidence. It 
takes a community of disciples who 
love one another just as He loved 
them.10

God needs friends to help Him 
bring about everything that is in 
His heart. He wants to make us His 
friends! E

All this is done by God, who through Christ changed us from enemies into His 
friends and gave us the task of making others His friends also. Our message is 

that God was making all mankind His friends through Christ. God did not keep 
an account of their sins, and He has given us the message which tells how He 

makes them His friends. Here we are, then, speaking for Christ, as though God 
Himself were making His appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf:

let God change you from enemies into His friends.
2 Corinthians 5:18-20, TEV

God Actually Needs Human Beings

3 Romans 5:5 4 John 19:34 5 Revelation 19:7 6 Hebrews 10:12-13; Romans 16:20 7 John 17:20-23 8 1 Peter 2:9 9 Acts 2:44 10 John 13:34-35

bone that protected his heart was 
formed into the creature who would 
protect what was in his heart. The 
blood and water that flowed out of 
Yahshua’s side is what can cleanse a 
man and make him a new creation. 
Out of His side came a new creature 
created in Him for the purpose of 
protecting and expressing what is 
in His heart.

He needs us! He needs and 
desires a bride, and He can’t return 
until she has made herself ready,5 
having put all of His enemies under 
His feet.6 

Every spirit that has ever stood 
in the way of men and women 
being God’s true friends must be 
overcome by man. It is what God 
needs man to do right now. Then His 
good pleasure will prosper, which 
means that what pleases Him will 
actually be done.

God is love. Love loves to love. 
It loves to be in love. It loves the 
interaction of love. Love cannot 
isolate itself, or it ceases to be love. 
Love finds satisfaction in loving. 
Love needs somebody to love. If 
His love is poured out in our hearts 
then we love as He loved. That love 
binds those that have the same 
love together; they become one like 
the Father and the Son.7 It is the 
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The Whole Message
of

This New Life

* For more on the name Yahshua, see What’s in a Name on page 7 1 Acts 2:41-47 and Acts 4:32-37 2 John 13:34-35; 15:12-14 3 Matthew 24:14; 
Luke 4:43; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Mark 10:29-30 4 Matthew 12:25-29 5 Acts 4:32 6 Witness — evidence; the testimony of one who presents 
indisputable facts. 7 John 13:34-35; 17:21-23 8 Acts 2:44 9 Matthew 6:33

The city of Jerusalem was in an uproar, and the 
courts of the temple grounds were utterly shaken. 
During Pentecost, the apostles of Yahshua* the 
Messiah had proclaimed salvation and resurrection 
from the dead in the name of the man Yahshua who 
had been hated by the Jewish leaders and murdered to 
quell any uprising from the people. 

Now thousands were believing and being baptized 
into the Community of Messiah. Jerusalem had never 
seen such a marvel. Household after household was 
being established throughout the region. Men, 
women, and whole families were moving 
into the area from countries all around 
the Mediterranean world, selling 
their homes, their farms, and 
possessions, and giving all to 
meet the needs of the new 
community.

What an upheaval 
this was to those 
of the Jewish high 
priestly order! Even 
some from among the 
priesthood had believed. 
They had joined this sect and were 
participating wholeheartedly, with unabashed 
love for one another, in demonstration of a life together. 
Their common life was the talk of the town.1

Then, sometime after the day of Pentecost, there 
was more explosive growth. Another two thousand 
joined the community. The apostles had again preached 
salvation in the name of Yahshua the Messiah, right in 
the Court of the Gentiles. The whole city was aware of 
what was taking place, but they didn’t fully understand 
what caused these people to start living together. They 
could see the contrast between the cynical, yet powerful, 
religious leaders of Jerusalem, and the simple devotion 
and love of the new followers of Messiah. The Pharisees 
and religious leaders knew something had to be done 
quickly. This was worse than when Yahshua Himself 
was alive!

Several thousand within the region of Judea now 
claimed faith in this Messiah, and as a result they daily 
served and cared for one another, laying down their lives 
for one another.2 Their love for one another flowed out 
of the forgiveness they had received for their own sins. 
They had no higher preoccupation than this: to daily 
give themselves to meeting the needs of the brotherhood. 
They worked with unlimited vision and zeal. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom
This new life was what Yahshua meant 
when He taught His disciples about the 

gospel of the Kingdom.3 The community 
in Jerusalem was a foretaste of God’s 

reign — His Kingdom on earth.4 
The greatest witness, far 

beyond the miraculous cures 
at the apostles’ hands, was 
the miracle of this new life 

together. Their oneness 
of heart and unselfish 
love and care for one 
another were the 

works only God could 
bring about.5 These were the greater works 

Yahshua had spoken of in John 14:12. It would 
be the outstanding witness6 of His life on earth.7 
Social, educational, and language barriers fell 

before this love, losing their power to divide mankind. 
All those who believed were together and shared all 
they had together.8 Going from house to house they 
fed and clothed one another. They worked together, 
serving each other in deep gratitude and thankfulness 
for this new life. They shared a mutually supportive 
economic structure that expressed the reality that 
they were seeking first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.9 And just as the Savior had promised, 
all their needs were abundantly supplied through 
their common life without having to strive for them as 
the Gentiles did. In obedience to the gospel, they had 
left all behind them and had received a hundred times 
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more in exchange for what they had 
given up. This proved the genuineness 
of their faith, showing that they were 
also forgiven and washed clean of 
all their sins.10 They no longer lived 
for themselves or sought their own 
occupations, but were employed with 
the daily preoccupation of building the 
Community of Messiah,11 a brand new 
life and culture.

The Many Other Words
The apostles faithfully preached 

the “many other words” 12 of the gospel, 
teaching those who heard to obey 
all that Messiah had commanded.13 
They were repeatedly warned and 
taken into custody to quench their 
zeal, but nothing could hinder the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit that was 
upon them. It wasn’t long before the 
tension escalated and the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem decided that 
enough was enough! They conspired 
together to destroy the disciples and 
bring an end to the confusion they 
were causing among their Jewish 
brothers. They would be thrown into 
prison and then it would be decided 
what should be done with these men 
who were promoting this new religious 
sect among the Jews. They marched in 
carefully, so as not to cause a riot, and 
took Peter and John into custody. 

The Whole Message of this 
New Life

In the midst of their suffering, in 
the stillness of the night, from within 
the darkness of the prison walls, an 
angel appeared and the doors opened. 

“Go, stand in the Temple Courts,” 
he said, “and tell the people the full 
message of this new life.” (Acts 5:20)

There was no stopping them 
now. The whole message of this new 
life, which was being lived out in 
community right in front of the eyes 

of the people of Jerusalem, could not 
be hidden. The angel commanded that 
the whole message of this new life had 
to be explicitly 14 understood by those 
who were seeing it. The consequential 
effect of their witness and behavior 
must not be lost on the people of 
Jerusalem. 

The authority of that angel came 
upon them and the apostles knew 
what to do.15 They took a fearless stand 
and began boldly teaching about this 
new life of community right there 
in the temple courts. The people of 
Jerusalem needed someone to explain 
the significance of this new life and 
where it came from so that they too 
could be saved. Otherwise, the 
people of Jerusalem would not have 
understood it.

The message could now be fully 
proclaimed because that life was 
already in existence. The angel could 
not have given Peter this command 
before the community in Jerusalem 
was established. The witness of the 
Kingdom16 was an observable life 
together in community and was an 
integral17 part of the good news. That’s 
what the angel was telling them. So, 
the gospel needed to be articulated in 
clearly defined terms that explained 
the reality of the life it produced. Of 
course, the life the angel was speaking 
of in Acts 5:20 was none other than 
the life the Holy Spirit had caused to 
be described in the previous chapters. 
You can read about it yourself in Acts 
2 and 4! 

What Message Would You 
Proclaim?

But let’s put the shoe on the other 
foot: What if the angel were to come 
to you? What would you confidently 
go out to proclaim? How would you 
explain your “life in Christ” to the 
people of the modern world? Would it 

be in words very similar to Peter’s that 
day, full of his testimony of the vibrant 
life of the Community of Jerusalem? 
Or could you only tell them about 
your Sunday School class and Sunday 
worship service and your Bible study 
on Wednesday night? Or how you try 
to be a good witness at your job, and 
are faithful to pay your tithes? But do 
you really suppose that the Holy Spirit 
would have described in such detail 
the vibrant community life of the 
church in Jerusalem if it were not an 
example to be imitated?18

Peter had a confidence that 
all believers are to have. No, all 
believers are not apostles as he was, 
but all should have the confidence of 
knowing that the gospel they preach 
is lived out as a witness, observable by 
all, just like the church in Jerusalem 
— the Community of the Redeemed. 
That was the witness of those who 
believed. They lived together, sharing 
all things in common, being devoted to 
the teachings of the apostles and their 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, 
and to prayer at their daily gatherings.

Their life was “set apart” and 
distinct from the common Roman 
or Judaic lifestyle, a life that stood in 
stark contrast to the principles that 
governed modern society. It was the 
result of obeying all that Yahshua 
commanded.19 Their acceptance 
of His sacrifice on their behalf and 
their obedience to His commands for 
discipleship 20 was the basis for the 
Holy Spirit to be imparted to them.21

 Wherever the veritable 22 gospel 
was preached, this pattern of the life 
of Messiah in community would be 
the result.23 The words of the gospel, 
together with the life of community 
(which is the fruit of that gospel), is 
the witness of the Body of Messiah on 
earth. You can’t have the one without 
the other. E

10 Mark 10:28-30 11 2 Corinthians 5:15; Ephesians 4:16 12 Acts 2:40 13 Matthew 28:18-20 14 Explicate — to make clear the meaning of; explain, 
understandable, to make sure, plain (from a Latin root meaning “to unfold”) 15 Hebrews 1:14 16 Matthew 24:14; Luke 4:43;
Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 6:33 17 Integral — necessary for completeness; essential; central part to complete. 181 Thessalonians 2:14; Romans 16:5;
1 Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15 19 Matthew 28:18-20; John 14:21,23; 8:51; 15:7-14; 1 John 2:3-5; Revelation 22:14 20 Luke 14:26-33; 
Matthew 10:34-40; Mark 8:34-38; 10:26-30; John 12:25-26 21 Acts 5:32; John 14:21,23 22 Veritable — agreeable to truth or to fact; actual; real; 
true; genuine, authentic. 23 Acts 2:41-47; 4:32-35; 1 Thessalonians 2:14

The Whole Message of This New Life
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A  litmus test is a test in which a single factor is decisive 
in proving the presence or absence of something. 

“I have eternal life,” many said, as I did, but passing the 
litmus test determines whether someone has truly believed 
as the Scriptures say.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 
has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 
But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was 
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 
7:37-39)

Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ 
you would have asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water [the Holy Spirit].” ...whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I will give him will become in him a well of 
water springing up to eternal life.” (John 4:10,14)
So how do the scriptures say one must believe in order 

to have this river of living water flowing out of him? For 
the scriptures give us the litmus test in order that we could 
know whether we have passed from death to life and have 
truly received the Holy Spirit — the Water of Life. John 5:24 
presents the good news in very clear and simple terms:

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall 
not come into judgment, but has passed out of death and 
into life. 
But how does anyone know he is saved? Does he know 

because the preacher tells him so? Is it enough to hear, “I 
know that I know that I know I am saved”? It wasn’t enough 
for me. I still wasn’t sure. Something very deep seemed to 

be missing. Then I discovered, well friends showed me, the 
marvelous first letter of John. It tells everyone how they 
can know. It gives all of us the litmus test. Take it yourself. 
Read through 1 John, chapters one through five. Then 
especially consider verses 3:14, 16, and 17. They utterly 
disqualify mere mental belief (Gnosticism). 

14We know that we have passed from death to life, 
because we love the brethren. He who does not love his 
brother abides in death. 16By this we know love, because 
He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoever has this 
world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts 
up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide 
in him?

The Test
The criteria for the litmus test is verse 14 — “do you 

love the brethren.” When a person has been saved and has 
passed from death into life and partaken of the water of life, 
the inevitable result will be that “they love the brethren.” 
The presence or absence of true salvation will be revealed 
by the results of the litmus test.

“I love, I love my brothers and sisters in the Lord” 
most would say, and was my first response, I must admit. 
Most people would say they love, so how could that be the 
litmus test for true salvation? 

The answer – we must define our terms the way the 
Bible does, and the way the Apostle John did. He gives 
the definition for “love” in verse 16: “we know love, 
because He laid down His life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren.” How did the Son of 
God demonstrate love? By laying down his life everyday 
for his disciples and for others, not considering his own 
needs, sharing everything that he had, considering even 
the outcasts and the lowly, appealing to the high-minded 
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* See What’s in a Name on page 7. 1 Romans 5:5 2 John 2:23-25, 8:30-44, 1 Corinthians 15:2 3 John 13:34-35 4 1 John 5:20 5 1 John 5:12 in the 
NASB reads, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.” 

The Litmus Test

and proud, even sacrificing His very 
life for the good of others. This is the 
love of God, and this is the factor that 
is poured into the heart of a person 
who is truly saved.1

Verse 17 defines the test results 
even further. If a person has 
something and he sees a brother 
in need, if he is not sharing it, it 
is proof-negative for the love of 
God being present in His heart. 
Selfishness, greed, accumulations of 
extra possessions, lacks of sharing, 
indicate that true salvation is not 
present.

We can see the proof-positive 
results of a people who passed 
the Litmus Test in Acts 2:42 – “All 
who believed shared all things in 
common… And there were no 
needy among them, for they shared 
everything in common.” But later, 
when the letter of 1 John was written, 
the church was filled with many 
people who had a kind of belief, 
but it was not “saving belief,” as 
they were not able to demonstrate, 
try though they might, the proving 
factor of loving like the Son of God 
had loved.

That’s why 1 John was written; 
its sole purpose was that those who 
read it could know whether they 
had really received saving faith. For 
the Savior and the apostles knew 
that people could believe in vain2 
(as I had, and maybe you have), but 
their heart still reached out to them. 
John put something special in 1 John 
5:13, a provision, just for those who 
didn’t pass the litmus tests of 1 John 
2:4, 3:17, and 4:20. 

Some would claim to see, even 
though they were blind, as Yahshua* 
spoke of in John 9:41. Their guilt 
can’t be removed. But those who 
don’t claim to see, and so don’t have 
the confidence they have passed out 
of death into life after reading 1 John, 
still have an opportunity to believe 
and love as their Master commanded 
all His disciples to love, which was 

just as He had loved them.3 The 
Authorized Version gets this very 
important verse right:

These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God. (1 John 5:13)
That is why John repeats the 

phrase twice in verse 13: “believe 
on the name of the Son of God.” So 
1 John 5:12-13 struck home to some 
in John’s day who thought they had 
believed on the name of the Son, but 
discovered, after reading the letter, 
that they could not confess they 
had eternal life. In fact, they were 
now sure the love of God did not 
abide in their hearts. After this rude 
awakening, they took hope in John’s 
promise that they could yet believe 
and surrender their life to the True 
One whom John knew.4 

In every other translation you can 
see how they tried to make sense out 
of this seemingly confusing verse. But 
understanding the intentions of John 
in writing this makes it clear that 
he wasn’t being redundant in what 
he was saying. So you could read it: 
“These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
[still have an opportunity to] believe 
on the name of the Son of God [if 
you can honestly see that your life 
doesn’t match up to everything that 
was written in this letter].

Confidence Towards God
The litmus test of 1 John reveals 

the presence or absence of the 
love of God. Paul wrote in Romans 
5:5 that “the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit.” The book of 1 John lets 
anyone who wants to know whether 
this has actually happened in a 
person’s life, or whether they only 
have the concept of love without the 

power to love.

My little children, let us not love 
in word or in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth. 19And by this we 
know that we are of the truth, 
and shall assure our hearts before 
Him. 20For if our heart condemns 
us, God is greater than our heart, 
and knows all things. 21Beloved, if 
our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence toward God. 
(1 John 3:18-21)
In these verses, John is not 

teaching that even though our heart 
condemns us for failing to love our 
brother in deed and truth, God 
overlooks it and does not hold us 
guilty for not loving and not obeying 
His word. That is why the next verse 
says that if our hearts don’t condemn 
us (because we do love our brothers), 
then we have confidence towards 
God. If we are not loving as He loved, 
then we do not and we cannot have 
confidence towards God. Indeed, He 
knows our heart. He knows why and 
how we fail to love in a greater and 
more comprehensive way than we 
do. And, He does not overlook it. He 
is not partial. 

Those Who Have the Son 
Have the Life

Those who had the Son had the 
life,5 which is the one thing I knew 
I didn’t have, caught up as I was in 
the rat race, like everyone else. No 
matter how much I did, being part of 
the church council, Sunday School 
Superintendent, giving of my time 
and money, my life was just like that 
of everyone in the world around me. 
The only difference was that I did 
a few things in the evening and on 
the weekend that they didn’t. The 
void inside of me and the lack of 
confidence that I was saved, never 
went away. 

The first believers seemed to have 
something I didn’t have. They had 
not only received the whole message 
of this new life, as the angel told Peter 
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6 Romans 10:14-17 7 The word believe (pisteuo) is #4100 in Strong’s Greek Concordance. It comes from #4102 (pistis), persuasion, which 
is derived from #3982 (peitho), meaning to convince. 8 Fellowship is in the Greek a very rich word: (#2842 from 2844); partnership, i.e. 
(literally) participation, or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary, which means relating to or involving money) benefaction; (to) communicate, 
communication, communion, contribution, distribution, fellowship. 9 Romans 8:1-4 

The Litmus Test

to preach in Acts 5:20, but they had 
received the life itself. And it was a 
life together! That was the difference. 
Seeing that opened up the reality of 
what it meant to believe. 

What it Means to Believe
To believe means to be persuaded 

in one’s heart of the truth by the 
Holy Spirit, through hearing the 
gospel from a righteous sent one, 
as the Savior spoke of in John 7:
18. Such a one is true because he is 
not seeking his own glory, but the 
glory of the One who sent him. And 
such a one is spiritually and morally 
clean, for Yahshua said, “There is no 
unrighteousness in him.” 

How could anyone have truly 
believed in the True One without 
a true preacher speaking the very 
Word of Messiah?6 The one who is 
doing the Father’s will must meet the 
one who is willing to do the Father’s 
will. The hearer is then given the 
needed illumination by the Father 
as our Master said, “He shall know 
of the teaching, whether it is of God.” 
(John 7:17) The gospel is then the 
power of God for salvation, and the 
Father communicates the “good gift” 
of the Holy Spirit to those who are 
persuaded to die to themselves, take 
up their cross, and do His will. 

John 3:16 is probably the best 
known and most loved verse in the 
Bible, “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.”

But what does it mean to believe as 
this verse says, to put one’s complete 
trust in the Savior of the world?7 The 
Scriptures tell all of us plainly, if we 
are willing to listen. The word believes 
in John 3:16 is the same Greek word 
as believed in Acts 2:44, which tells us 
two absolutely essential things about 
all who believe: “Now all who believed 
were together, and had all things in 
common.”

This was very good news to me, 
because when I found the people who 
lived the life of faith, it meant I had 
also found a place to belong, a place to 
call home — true community.

Epistle of Straw?
Some in John’s day obviously were 

not in fellowship with Him (God), as 
1 John 1:6 says. And they were not in 
fellowship with John either, which is 
why he writes his letter: 

That which we have seen and 
heard we declare to you, that you 
also may have fellowship with us; 
and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. (1 John 1:3)

John, of course, knew all about 
abiding in Him and bearing fruit, 
because the love of God was in his 
heart. He had borne much fruit 
and so had proven to be one of His 
disciples. That was all John wanted 
for those who believed in Yahshua 
through his message. John used 
the word fellowship in 1 John 1:3, 
which is the same word translated 
fellowship8 in Acts 2:42. This is the 
Greek word koinonia, which means 
a sharing of all you are and all you 
have — communication, distribution 
and participation. This is the life of 
faith that the early believers and the 
apostles shared with Yahshua and the 
Father.

Then those who gladly received 
his word were baptized; and 

that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them. 42And 
they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. (Acts 2:41-42)
Many had not continued 

steadfastly in John’s teachings and 
fellowship. They had fallen from the 
glory the church began with. John 
explained what this meant in 1 John 
2:4, “He who says, ‘I know Him’ and 
does not keep His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.”

Some may think that keeping 
His commandments places them 
under the law. And it is true: trying 
to keep His commandments without 
the Holy Spirit would be bondage 
and legalism. Yet those who walk 
in the Spirit can fulfill the righteous 
requirements of the law.9 Others may 
say, “I obey His commandments and 
keep His word,” but He said this is 
only possible for those who hate their 
life in this world, and who come to 
the place where He is:

He who loves his life will lose it, 
and he who hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 
26If anyone serves Me, let him 
follow Me; and where I am, there 
My servant will be also. If anyone 
serves Me, him My Father will 
honor. (John 12:25-26)
When 1 John was read to the 

church, those who heard it had to 
judge their walk according to the 
litmus test of 1 John 1:7 and 1 John 
2:6. That is just what we have to do 
today when we read it: ask ourselves 
the question, “Do we have fellowship 
(a common life) with one another 
because we walk as He walked?” They 
could not have fellowship with the 
Savior in heaven without having it 
with John, their apostle, as well. His 
letter did not persuade those who 
were not in fellowship with him. They 
continued to love the world, dispute 

That’s why 1 John was 
written; that those who 

read it could know whether 
they had really received 

saving faith. For the Savior 
and the apostles knew that 

people could believe in vain.
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Life is easy when everything is going 
your way. When you are not in the 

heat of the testing, it is easy to have faith 
and confidence that you can stand in 
the face of whatever might come your 
way. Words are cheap, so they say. It’s 
even easy to believe in “The Cause” from 
the seat of comfort and security. But 
what if the call did come to test you to 
the very core of your heart, to overcome 
what you have never faced before? What 
if the most crucial challenge was set 
before you, one that demanded nothing 
less than your very life? What if it was 
the most consequential mission ever 
conceived? How would you respond? 

First comes the call, the challenge. 
Then a qualifying criterion must be set 
forth, something that clearly spells out 
all the demands and requirements. The 
course has to be laid out, showing the 
starting qualifications, the objective to 
be achieved, and what it will take to 
endure until the very end. As the details 
are manifested, the candidate can begin 
to evaluate the cost. He can weigh all the 
options, the factors, and each and every 
possibility. He can determine whether 
the end result is worth the cost, to see 
whether he is really willing to face the 
challenge. 

Every challenge is accompanied by a 
reward. According to the clarity that one 
has, he can judge whether the reward 
is worth the cost. And according to that 
understanding, if he is honest, he can 
foresee whether he will be proven a 
Coward or a Conqueror. 

Will you face the challenge?

What if it was the Son of God who 
set the challenge?

What if the goal is making His Kingdom 
come on earth as it is in heaven?

What if the call is to love, just as He loved?

What if the cost is everything… yes, even 
your own life?

The one who only sees the goal becomes 
the Conqueror.

The one who conquers will inherit all things, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son.

Revelation 21:7

The one who only sees the obstacles is the 
Coward.

But for the cowardly and unbelieving… 
 their part will be in the lake that burns 

with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.

(Revelation 21:8)

T H E  C O W A R D  &  
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1 John 3:18,36; 12:48

First you must hear the call, the challenge…
“Go your way, 

sell whatever you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, take up the cross, 
and follow Me.” 

(Mark 10:21)
“…whoever of you 

does not forsake all that he has 
cannot be My disciple.” 

(Luke 14:33)
“Be saved from this perverse generation.” 

(Acts 2:40)

The one who heard the call (by grace), 
understood the call (through faith), and 
walked away,1 proved to be the Coward. 

“But he was sad at this word, and went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” 

(Mark 10:22)

“Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, 
“It was necessary that the word of God should be 

spoken to you first; 
but since you reject it, and judge yourselves 

unworthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles.” 

(Acts 13:46)
He who loves father or mother more than Me 

is not worthy of Me. 
And he who loves son or daughter more than Me 

is not worthy of Me. 
And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 

is not worthy of Me. 
(Matthew 10:37-38)

The one who heard the call (by grace), 
understood the call (through faith), and paid 
the price, became the Conqueror. 

Then Peter began to say to Him, 
“See, we have left all and followed You.”

So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or father or mother or wife or children or lands, 
for My sake and the gospel’s sake, 

who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time —
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and lands, with persecutions – 
and in the age to come, eternal life.

(Mark 10:28-30)

For “by grace, through faith” one is saved 
if he is actually saved through the faith that 
came by grace. To pay the price that He said 
to pay is not “works.” It is what the faith that 
came by grace would persuade you to do, lest 
anyone should boast. 

“Through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God.” 

(Acts 14:22)

So what makes the difference between the 
Coward and the Conqueror?

“If anyone is willing to do His will, 
he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God 

or whether I speak from Myself.” 
(John 7:17)E

T H E  C O N Q U E R O R
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You Know the Commandments

Wealth: A Web of Deceit
The love of money becomes a lust for wealth and is the doorway to immorality, covetousness, greed, envy, 

murder, hatred, idolatry, adultery, uncontrolled anger, drunkenness, revelries and the like.1 One’s soul and 
character become fashioned by its enticements, and like a spider it weaves its web of deceit and falsehood. 
As one increases his wealth, being shrewd in business practices and opportunities, his expertise in lying 
increases with it.2 

This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and selfish ambition 
exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. (James 3:15-16)

Those who lust after riches reject what they know to be true in their consciences for the sake of personal 
gain, whatever the cost.3 Most often that cost is in the human lives they destroy in their relentless pursuit for 
gain.4 There are certain characteristic traits that follow those who lust after riches: 

1. They oppress the poor to make themselves rich.5

2. They do not fear God.6

3. They trust in the uncertainty of riches.7

4. They are proud and haughty over their unjust success.8

5. They are enticed with sinful pleasures.9

6. They make great boasts.10

7. They are distraught with fear and anxiety over riches.11

8. They are unwilling to share with the destitute.12

9. They covet more riches.13

10. They are proud, with an air of self-importance.14

11. They refuse to obey God but trust riches.15

1 Romans 13:13 2 Proverbs 13:11 3 Romans 1:18-19; 2 Timothy 3:1-5 4 Ecclesiastes 5:13-15 5 Nehemiah 5:1-13; James 2:6-7; 5:1-6;
Proverbs 18:23;22:16,22,23; Jeremiah 22:13-19 6 Job 21:7-15; Psalms 39:6, 49:10-13,16-20; 52:1-7; Proverbs 11:4,28; 18:11
7 Job 21:13, 31:24-28; Psalms 52:1-7, 73:12; Proverbs 18:11; 23:4-5; 27:24; 1 Timothy 6:9,10,17 8 Psalm 73:3-9; Proverbs 18:11; 28:11; 
Ezekiel 28:5; 1 Timothy 6:4-7 9 Jeremiah 5:7-9; 27-31; Amos 6:3-8; James 5:5; Proverbs 28:22; 1 Timothy 6:9; Habakkuk 3; Isaiah 3:16-24 
10 Psalm 49:6,16-19; Jeremiah 9:23; Deuteronomy 8:17-18; 1 Timothy 6:4,5 11 Ecclesiastes 5:12; Matthew 13:22; Luke 8:14; 21:34
12 Mark 10:17-27; Luke 18:22-26; 1 John 3:17 13 Habakkuk 2:9; Luke 12:15-21; 16:13-31; Hebrews 13:5 14 1 Timothy 6:17-18; James 1:10; 
Deuteronomy 8:17 15 Mark 10:21; Luke 12:15; Matthew 6:19-21; Proverbs 23:4,5

It is what those who had given up 
all for His sake established after His 
death and resurrection:

And all those who had believed were 
together, and had all things in common; 
and they began selling their property 
and possessions, and were sharing them 
with all, as anyone might have need. 
(Acts 2:44-45)

And the congregation of those who 
believed were of one heart and soul; and 
not one of them claimed that anything 
belonging to him was his own; but all 
things were common property to them. 
And with great power the apostles 
were giving witness to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace 

was upon them all. For there was not a 
needy person among them, for all who 
were owners of land or houses would sell 
them and bring the proceeds of the sales, 
and lay them at the apostles’ feet; and 
they would be distributed to each, as 
any had need. (Acts 4:32-35)

Finally, through the saving power 
of Messiah they were able to fulfill the 
wonderful Law. They were producing 
the fruit of the Kingdom of God.8

Too bad the rich young ruler did 
not have the heart to conquer his 
fears and put his trust in Messiah. 
Too bad he put his trust in riches. 
Too bad he was a coward. If only he 
had overcome!

So therefore, no one of you can be My 
disciple who does not give up all his own 
possessions. (Luke 14:33)

No one can keep the comfort of 
his possessions and have the God 
of all comfort be his God at the 
same time.9 What He had required 
of the rich young ruler was part 
of the formulation of the Gospel 
that would communicate the same 
requirements for everyone. For 
the Gospel is the power of God to 
transfer them out of the domain of 
darkness and into His kingdom.10 
How can anyone really put their 
trust in Him if they have not taken 
it off their possessions? E

8 Matthew 21:43 9 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who 
comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God. 10 Romans 1:16; and Colossians 1:13
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What will one sacrifice 
when he is “in love”? The price 
is very high when it comes to 
riches. What would one give in 
exchange for his soul?1 Whatever 
one gives himself to habitually 
and compulsively is the object of 
his love. The deception of riches 
ensnares the one who has a love 
for it. By what a man is ensnared, 
by this is he overcome.2 What has 
trapped him is his own internal 
decadence and fallen sense of 
self-importance.

Most who attain to great 
wealth live in their own man-
made confines of loneliness and 
isolation. Private, gated entrances 

Wealth: A Self-Made Prison
to exclusive properties portray the 
deeper, underlying reality of what 
possesses the souls of the rich. 
Like a top-security prison, the 
guards of self-centeredness and 
pride work together as a blockade 
to those outside its walls. The rich 
alienate and are alienated by their 
own insatiable lust for wealth. 
Their castles turn out to be self-
made prisons in which they are 
beset with many sicknesses from 
constant financial troubles and 
anxiety.3

Those who place their con-
fidence in their riches end up 
spending enormous amounts 
of time worrying about the po-

tential of losing what they have. 
They will seek greater invest-
ments to secure their wealth. 
Oh, security! Riches! It is like the 
wealthy farmer in Luke 12:16-21 
who wanted greater and greater 
wealth in order to guarantee his 
future prosperity and comfort. In 
order to secure what he owned, he 
tore down one barn to build two. 
“Well done,” the man said to his 
soul, “Now I have much wealth 
stored up for many years to come; 
I can take my ease and eat, drink, 
and be merry.” What a fool! That 
night, his soul was demanded of 
him, and who would enjoy all that 
he had hoarded for himself? E

1 Matthew 16:26-27 2 2 Peter 2:19-20 3 Ecclesiastes 5:12-17
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done for eternal life, even “Only 
believe!” But to give up all he had 
and come, follow Him… that was too 
much. The Good Teacher and he had 
different ideas about “the one thing 
he lacked.”

The rich young ruler faced the 
cost of removing the guilt from his 
conscience, and shuddered, forfeiting 
eternal life instead of his possessions. 
Making right the damage 
his wealth and careless ease 
had done to others, to the 
name of God, and to his own 
soul, involved losing what he 
would not let go of. He found 
his security in it.

So, the cost of this 
“treasure in heaven” was 
too high — honoring God 
by obeying His words. This 
meant humbly admitting 
that the Good Teacher 
knew the way out of the 
predicament of his guilt. 
It also meant doing all he 
could to satisfy His Father’s 
heart that “there would be 
no poor in the land.” 2 And 
it meant making right any 
wrongs he had committed as 
a rich man. 

There was another 
wealthy man, a tax collector, 
who understood this, too. 
It was the first thing on his 
conscience when confronted 
with the mercy of God in 
the person of Yahshua. 
Zaccheus gave half his 
wealth to charity and paid 
back what he had defrauded 
from others four times over.3 
Like the rich young ruler, 
he understood he had to do 
something to be worthy of 
receiving the Son of God.4 
Sounds heretical, I know, 
but it all depends on where 
your heart is: “Where your 
treasure is there will your 
heart be also.”5 

It seems like the rich young 
ruler wished that could be the other 
way around: “Where your heart is, 
there will your treasure be also,” 
but the Savior didn’t say that. So 
the man turned away in grief and 
sorrow, understanding the choice 
before him. Since then most people 
have not had his sensitivity of 
conscience, for they only turn away 

with a shrug. “Hard sayings,” they 
say, and turn away. 

Yahshua knew how easy it 
would be to focus on the particular 
circumstances of this “rich man” 
and not see that it applied to 
all who would believe in Him. 
The “great astonishment” of His 
disciples showed that even they 
did not really understand. But they 

A Commonwealth
Many will justify their desire for wealth by pointing to the examples 

of Abraham, King David, or King Solomon. “Were they not wealthy?” But 
Abraham’s wealth was in his flocks and his large household of servants who 
were fiercely loyal to him. He obviously loved and cared for them as if they 
were his own children.1 Likewise, King David was a man who gathered 
the disadvantaged to himself, and cared for them as their shepherd and 
captain.2 His rulership united Israel and caused all to prosper. It produced 
the Commonwealth of Israel, a type of what would come as a spiritual Israel 
under the New Covenant.3

King Solomon is the exception that proves the rule. Although he started 
out well and caused the nation to prosper, his love of luxury did the very 
thing that Paul warned — he fell into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and harmful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.4 
In the end, the Kingdom his father King David labored to establish, was torn 
from him.5

The true living God would never desire to curse anyone with such 
“prosperity.”6 His desire was for another type of prosperity, where the poor 
in spirit would receive the blessing as they shared what they had for the 
common good. It was the true prosperity that Peter and the other disciples 
embraced.

Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed 
You.” Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and the gospel’s 
sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in this present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 
persecutions and in the age to come eternal life.” (Mark 10:28-30)

The disciples had embraced poverty for the sake of the gospel, and in 
return they also received the blessing of true riches.7 In the Community of 
Messiah, no one desires riches for themselves, but all is a commonwealth.8 
The material wealth of those who believe is shared among the needy and 
poor brotherhood. Therefore, all things are held in common, so the wealth 
is evenly distributed according to need.9 As a result there are no rich in the 
Body of Messiah, but there are also no poor. This is true prosperity.

1 Genesis 15:2-3; 24:1,2,10 2 1 Samuel 22:2 3 Ephesians 2:12 4 1 Timothy 6:9
5 1 Kings 11:11,12 6 1 Timothy 6:5-8 7 Mark 10:28-30; Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-37
8 Ephesians 2:12 9 Acts 4:32-35

2 Deuteronomy 15:4 3 Luke 19:1-10 4 Matthew 10:37-38 5 Matthew 6:21
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The Antidote
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21

Our wealth has to be invested in something of eternal significance or 
else we will receive our comfort in full in this life. Eternity is a long time — a 
long time of paying the price for destroying other people’s lives while living 
a life full of the excessive desires for selfish gain. The Rich Man who closed 
his eyes and ears to the plight of his poor brother Lazarus learned this too 
late.

But Abraham said, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are 
tormented.” Luke 16:25

The antidote for the toxic poison that accompanies the love of money is 
what Paul commanded Timothy regarding the rich. Herein is wisdom: 

Command those who are rich in this present world to not be haughty, nor to 
trust in the uncertainty of their riches, but in the living God, who gives us richly 
everything we need. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
give [distribute their wealth],1 willing to share [inclined to make others sharers 
in their possessions],2 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to 
come, that they may lay hold of eternal life. (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

To lay hold of what is truly life eternal, the rich must surrender their 
riches. They cannot enter the Kingdom of God while holding on to them. 
We know the grievous example of Ananias and Sapphira who did not fear 
God, but thought they could lie to the Holy Spirit.3 They tried to put on a 
front of distributing all their wealth among their poor brothers in need, but 
kept some back for their own security.4 This is in contrast to the examples 
of the other obedient disciples, including Barnabas, who joyfully laid all he 
owned at the apostles’ feet in deep gratitude for his new life with his new 
brothers in Messiah.5

1 The Greek word is eumetadotos (#2130 in Strong’s Concordance), meaning: ready to distribute, 
free to impart (wealth). 2 The Greek word is koinonikos (#2843 in Strong’s Concordance), 
meaning: ready and apt to form and maintain communion and fellowship; inclined to make 
others sharers in one’s possessions. 3 Acts 5:1-11 4 Lk 14:33 5 Acts 4:34-37

had been willing to do what the 
rich young ruler wasn’t: “See, we 
have left all and followed you.” 6 

They wanted to know, “What 
about us? Is there eternal life for 
us?”

Remember, His disciples were 
“the poor” and not the rich. What 
about them? By saying, “There is 
no one...” Yahshua generalized His 
words to this particular rich young 
ruler to include all, both rich and 
poor:

Assuredly, I say to you, there is 
no one who has left house or brothers 

or sisters or father or mother or wife 
or children or lands, for My sake and 
the gospel’s, who shall not receive 
a hundredfold now in this time 
– houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with 
persecutions – and in the age to come, 
eternal life. (Mark 10:29-30)

The underlying issue of 
possessions is deeper than 
security. It is authority. Yahshua 
was not teaching His disciples to 
preach a gospel of salvation by 
philanthropy – the good works of 
the wealthy. He was not training 

them that eternal life was for sale 
with charity or alms. But He was 
saying something very definitive 
about salvation: “Are you going to 
do what I want you to do?” 

Knowing what was in the heart 
of man, the Master thus put His 
finger on the very nerve of human 
existence. He was saying to this 
man what He says to every man 
and woman: Unless I can be the 
highest Authority in your life there is 
no salvation for you. This is why He 
said to the multitudes in Luke 14:
33, “So then, none of you can be My 

disciple who does not give up 
all his own possessions.” 

When the dis-
ciples asked in their 
astonishment, “Who 
then can be saved?” His 
answer comforted them, 
“All things are possible 
with God.” 7 What almost 
everyone misses is that He 
goes on to explain how it 
is “possible with God” in 
verses 29-30 — by forsaking 
all for His sake and the 
gospel’s sake, resulting 
in a hundredfold return 
in the life shared with all 
who believe, along with 
persecutions, and in the 
age to come, eternal life. 

Those who fail to see 
this must embrace the 
contradiction that God 
would deny His very own 
word by granting eternal 
life to someone who 
wouldnot obey His word. 
Isn’t that a lot to “hope” for 
with eternity at stake? E

6 Mark 10:28 7 Mark 10:26-27

Wasn’t it Only for Him?
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Martin 
Luther

It was October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther, as 
tradition has it, nailed his famous 95 theses on the 
Wittenberg church door, inviting a disputation on 
the matter under his chairmanship. Although the 
disputation never took place, he had unknowingly 
launched the Reformation with this act. 

The Church’s sale of indulgences had been a means 
to raise funds by offering spiritual merits in exchange 
for money. It proved to be a tremendously lucrative 
source in the business of soul saving, strengthened by 
the teaching that the dead had to expiate their sins in 
the flames of purgatory before passing to paradise. “As 
soon as the money in the coffer rings, the soul from 
purgatory’s fire springs.” After all, alms-giving was 
a good work. It was a splendid bargain for the buyer 
and the seller. Little wonder that some of Luther’s 
parishioners acquired indulgences when their sale was 
offered in a nearby town. 

That’s when the Reverend Father Martin Luther, 
Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and Lecturer in 
Ordinary, took action “out of love for the faith and the 
desire to bring it to light…” He was troubled by such 
practices and questioned their validity. His answer, as 
we know, was: sola scriptura, sola gratia, sola fide — only 
Scripture, only grace, only faith. 

Luther firmly believed in and relied upon the Bible 
as the source of truth. In his study of the epistles of 
the Apostle Paul he had come across verses which had 
given him the understanding that only through faith in 
Christ’s redeeming passion does the Christian receive 
salvation. Luther’s perception of the gospel was this: 
Christianity consists entirely in the belief in Christ; the 

substance of Christ’s teaching is unimportant. Or in 
his own words, “The Gospel does not teach us what we 
must do or leave undone, but says: God has done this for 
you, has made His Son flesh for you, has had Him gone 
to death for you.”1

All good works, from mere monastic exercises to 
the most fruitful self-sacrifice, are of no account before 
God and have no effect and value in His sight. All we can 
do is to throw ourselves on Christ’s mercy and believe 
in Him, to act and suffer in faith. By “good works” 
Luther meant especially those forms of ritual piety 
recommended by the Church — fasting, pilgrimages, 
prayers to the saints, Masses for the dead, indulgences, 
processions, gifts to the Church; but he also included all 
“works, whatever their character.”2

Christianity is a continual exercise in feeling that 
you have no sin although you sin, but that your sins are 

Did He Pass the 
Litmus Test?

1 Unterrichtung wie sich Christen in Mosen sollen schicken, Vol. XVI, p. 367 2 Works, II, 316 3 Werke, XL, 436; XXV, 330, 142, 130; Werke (Erlangen), XVIII, 260
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thrown on Christ.3 Luther defines love and 
charity as purely spiritual qualities, stating 
that for Christians there must be a spiritual 
way of approach, but “for the rough people, 

for Master Everybody one must 
set corporally and roughly 
about the task, and force them 
with the sword and the law, and 
to be outwardly pious, as wild 
beasts are kept with chains and 
cages.”4 

Of course he does not 
question the need of charity 
and love for a healthy social life, 
but not as a criterion for faith, 
justification, and salvation. 
Faith deals with 
a person’s eternal 
standing before 
God but not with 
his temporal 

standing in the world. The 
efficacy of the sacraments 
depends on the faith of the 
recipient and not on his forms 
and formulas. Faith is an 
individual matter, producing 
a mystical (invisible) church. 

The Litmus Test of 
True Faith

The book of James 
presents a litmus test for 
those who would claim to 
possess saving faith. James 
stressed the importance of 
faith working together with 
works. He called faith by itself 
(not having works) a dead 
faith.5 According to James, 
those who don’t realize that 
faith without works is useless, 
can be described as foolish. Luther rejected 
the book of James as “an epistle of straw” 
since it did not agree with his doctrine of 
“justification by faith alone.”

 As recorded in John 2:23-25, there was 
a time during a Passover in Jerusalem when 
many believed in Christ, actually in His 
name,6 seeing the signs which He did. But 

Yahshua did not entrust Himself to them, 
because He knew what was in them. The 
Greek text indiscriminately says believe, but 
Yahshua distinguishes what kind of belief 
it is, as to whether a person believes in his 
mind or his heart. 

Paul distinguished, too. He taught that 
salvation was dependent upon believing 
in the heart, and he also explained that 
such faith results in obeying and comes by 
hearing a qualified preacher, or a “sent one,” 
as he calls it.7 This is completely in line with 
Christ’s teaching, who made it clear that no 
one could receive Him without receiving the 
one whom He sends.8 The qualification for 
such a sent one is John 7:18 (seeking the 

glory of the one 
who sends), and 
the qualification 
for receiving 
faith is John 7:
17 (being willing 
to do God’s 
will). So faith is 
ministered from 
someone who is 
doing God’s will 
to someone who 
is willing to do 
His will.9 

R e c e i v i n g 
faith in this way 
is believing in 
Him the way 
Scripture teaches, 
with the promise 
that such a one 
will have rivers 
of living water 
flowing out 
of him.10 And 
this water will 

flow over to others, giving everlasting life 
to them as well.11 That’s the Spirit and the 
bride saying, “Come!”12 And this bride has 
prepared herself through doing the righteous 
deeds of the saints.13 In other words, nobody 
is qualified to proclaim the gospel except 
those who are doing the righteous deeds of 
the saints. 

Martin Luther: Did He Pass the Litmus Test?

This says it all: Saved by 
God’s doing alone, for the 

purpose of carrying out the 
works He has ordained for 
those He saves. That’s why 
saving faith can only come 
to those who are willing to 
do His will. After all, He 

bought us with His precious 
blood for a purpose. Would 
anybody in his right mind 

go into a store and buy 
something with his precious, 

hard-earned money that 
wouldn’t be useful to him

or serve him?

4 Wider die himmlischen Propheten, Vol. XVIII, p. 66 5  James 2:14-26 6 Jesus is the English transliteration of the Hebrew name Yahshua, which 
means “YHWH’s Salvation” or “I am mighty and powerful and save” — a befitting name for the Savior of the world. See page 7 for a more detailed 
explanation. 7 Romans 10:9-17 8 Matthew 10:40-41; John 13:20 9 Matthew 10:41 10 John 7:37-38 11  John 4:14 12 Revelation 22:17
13 Revelation 19:7-8 14 Titus 2:14



36 — It Takes a Community www.thelitmustest.org The Litmus Test — 371- 888 -TWELVE-T

Deeds are obviously very important, so much so, 
that Christ gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His 
own special people, zealous for good deeds.14 So the 
redeemed doing good deeds is obviously the purpose 
of His redeeming sacrifice. For by grace you have 
been saved through faith for works — not just to go to 
heaven.15 

This says it all: Saved by God’s doing alone, for the 
purpose of carrying out the works He has ordained for 
those He saves. That’s why saving faith can only come to 
those who are willing to do His will. After all He bought 
us with His precious blood for a purpose. Would anybody 
in his right mind go into a store and buy something with 
his precious, hard-earned money that wouldn’t be useful 
to him or serve him? 

Paul then goes on to tell the 
Ephesians that these righteous 
deeds of the saints are what 
they’d been saved to do. In 
Ephesians 4:12,16 he makes it 
clear that this work of ministry 
of the saints is for the building 
up of the Body of Christ. In other 
words, these works represent 
church life. Now we can see 
why the apostles established an 
actual, real community when 
they established the church.16 
It wasn’t an invisible church, 
as Luther fancied, but it was a 
city on a hill, as Yahshua taught 
— a light to the world, where 
everybody could observe the 
church life, the good works of the saints, and glorify 
God in heaven.17 

Since the church was such a city on a hill, we can 
see the works. They are obvious. They were of one heart 
and one mind. They lived like a big extended family, 
having their meals together with joy and gladness of 
heart. They had been forgiven, cleared from guilt, and 
they obviously enjoyed being with each other. Nobody 
claimed anything he possessed as his own, but they 
had all things in common. There was nobody among 
them that lacked anything. They simply did not live 
for themselves but laid their lives down for each other, 
being continually engaged in the deeds of love and 
charity they’d been saved for. And they knew that they 
had passed out of death and into life because they were 
loving each other in works and truth.18

To Luther the teachings of Christ were not important 
because all that he knew about works was that they 

were of no benefit or merit in regard to salvation. By this 
thinking, he reduced the gospel to only the redeeming 
and atoning sacrifice of Christ on behalf of sinners. It 
became the gospel of going to heaven. However Christ 
and His apostles preached the gospel of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Therefore to the apostles the teachings of 
Christ were very important, because teaching others to 
keep the commandments of Christ would establish His 
kingship or the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In His last words to them He had commissioned 
them to make disciples and to teach these disciples 
to observe everything that He had commanded them 
during the years He had spent with them. In obedience 
to this teaching they established the community in 
Jerusalem. 

Christ wants a visible church, because He wants to 
demonstrate to the whole world 
what life under His rulership is like. 
Luther had no wish to establish a 
church along these lines, as is clear 
from his attitude towards those 
who wanted to implement these 
things from the gospel:19

The Gospel does not make goods 
common, except in the case of those 
who do of their own free will what 
the Apostles and disciples did in Acts 
iv. They did not demand, as do our 
insane peasants in their raging, that 
the goods of others – of a Pilate or 
a Herod – should be common, but 
only their own goods. Our peasants, 
however, would have other men’s 
goods common, and keep their own 

goods for themselves. Fine Christians these! I think there is 
not a devil left in hell; they have all gone into the peasants. 

Of course Pilate and Herod were not part of the 
church and what the apostles established was binding 
only within the church. But in the church, where by the 
Holy Spirit the love of God had been poured out in the 
heart of every believer, everybody just did what love 
demanded. For how can the love of God be in a person 
who has the goods of the world and yet closes his heart 
while seeing his brother in need?20 It is interesting to 
note that James, in his epistle of straw, would call such 
behavior a dead faith, or a faith without saving power.21 

At first, in the community in Jerusalem, there were 
no needy among them. Some years down the road, 
however, someone wrote a letter to the community in 
Jerusalem reminding them that, “Christ is the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever.” He was charging them 
to remember those who led them, who had spoken 

Martin Luther: Did He Pass the Litmus Test?

The gospel is the gospel 
because it is the gospel. 

In other words, the gospel 
cannot change and still be 
the gospel. And the gospel 
will prove its authenticity 
by bringing forth the same 

fruit it did when it was 
authentic, as at Pentecost 
after Christ’s ascension.

15  Ephesians 2:8-10 16 Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37 17 Matthew 5:14-16 18 1 John 3:14-24 19 T. Münzer, Hochverursachte Schutzrede, Mülhausen, 1524
20 Romans 5:5; 1 John 3:17  21 James 2:14,17,20,26 22 Hebrews 13:7-9
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Inconsistencies
It’s instructive to see how Luther moved from tolerance to dogma as 

his power and certainty grew. One comes across many contradictions 
along the way and sees that his teaching is not to be easily understood. 

He proclaimed freedom of conscience in matters of faith, and 
the right of every individual to interpret the scriptures, and then 
repudiated this when, as a result of such policy, many sects arose. Then 
he instituted and enforced a new dogma to insure unity. 

He opposed most violently and successfully the distinction between 
priest and layman, to then later on preserve or create a priesthood in 
the Lutheran church. 

He proclaimed the integrity of the secular order and then supported 
the princes in their struggle against the supreme secular head. 

He stated that the commands of law have no divine quality, 
and yet promised that even heavenly rewards would follow on their 
observance. 

He acknowledged that the princes are immoral and unreliable, yet 
put in their hands, unreservedly, the material and spiritual welfare of 
the people. 

He opposed and accepted usury. 
He did away with sacraments if they were not expressly enjoined 

by Holy Scripture, but retained the sacrament of infant baptism on the 
basis that Scripture says nothing against it. 

He argued that it was only the faith of the participant that made a 
sacrament efficacious, to then declare that the faith of the assembled 
congregation makes the sacrament of baptism efficacious for the 
infant. 

He argued that the Jews should be forgiven for keeping their own 
creed under the fools of the “Romish Church,” and advised dealing 
kindly with them in order to win them, but later hurled the greatest 
invectives against them and called for the sternest judgments and 
measures against them. 

He claimed Scripture to be the sole and final authority in matters 
of faith, thereby dethroning the pope, yet stated that his doctrine could 
not be judged by anyone, even by the angels, and that anybody that did 
not receive his doctrine could not be saved.

Luther’s apologists have had to advance excuses for these 
inconsistencies for centuries, while his enemies eagerly point them 
out. But there is no revelation outside of having the commandments 
of Christ and keeping them.1 The commission of the apostles was to 
make disciples, baptize them, and teach them to keep everything they 
had been commanded by Christ.2 All those who were devoted to that 
teaching were together and shared all things in common.3 There is 
no revelation apart from that life. Untaught people do not have these 
commandments. Hence untaught people do not live the life that comes 
as a result of keeping the commandments. Untaught, unstable and 
unprincipled people twist the Scriptures to their own destruction.4 E

 
1 John 14:21-23  2 Matthew 28:18-20  3 Acts 2:42,44  4 2 Peter 3:16

the word of God to them, and 
warned them to not be carried 
away with various and strange 
doctrines.22 In essence, the 
writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews was calling them 
back to the standard the 
apostles had established in 
the beginning, as this is the 
pattern and foundation of how 
the church is to be, yesterday, 
today, and forever. 

The gospel is the gospel 
because it is the gospel. In 
other words, the gospel cannot 
change and still be the gospel. 
And the gospel will prove its 
authenticity by bringing forth 
the same fruit it did when it was 
authentic, as at Pentecost after 
Christ’s ascension. And what 
it brought forth was authentic 
as well. The quality of life, the 
selfless love it produced in the 
disciples, showed that Christ 
resided in that place by His 
Spirit. So when a little while 
later, persecution arose against 
this church, Christ Himself 
defended it, saying, “Why are 
you persecuting Me? ”23

This is the faith that was 
once for all delivered to all the 
saints.24 Not just a doctrine, but 
the faith. Faith is persuasion, 
the persuasion in the atoning 
sacrifice of Messiah for the 
remission of sins so that the 
Holy Spirit can be imparted, 
and the persuasion to do the 
deeds one has been saved 
for, in the visible church of 
the redeemed. This is saving 
faith. E

23 Acts 26:14
24  Jude 3
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That is what happened in the 
case of the “rich young ruler” who 
came asking what he must do to 
inherit eternal life:

Then Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him, and said to him, “One thing you 
lack: Go your way, sell whatever you 
have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, take 
up the cross, and follow Me.” But he 
was sad at this word, and went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
(Mark 10:21-22)

Although there was abundant 
grace at work, bringing him into 
the very presence of the Master, he 
did not receive faith from hearing the 
gospel, but rather dread and gloom, 
for he was not willing to give up 
his own life, in order to receive the 
eternal life that Yahshua offered him. 
He loved his life in this world. 

But in the case of the 3,000 on 
the day of Pentecost, we see a very 
different story. The many other words14 
they heard that day from Peter 
evidently imparted faith to them, 
for it says they “gladly received his 
word15.”  Gloom did not descend on 
them at the thought of giving up their 
lives, for they were fully persuaded 
that this Messiah was worth dying 
for. Thus they were baptized into His 
death and received the same Spirit 
that had filled the ones who spoke 
the good news to them.16

Belief that Impels Obedience
The faith that came to those 

3,000 caused them to believe in their 
hearts in this Messiah whom they 
had crucified,17 that He had paid for 
their sins through His death, and 
that He had risen from the dead and 
ascended to the right hand of the 
Father. And what happened next? 
Did they all go their separate ways, 
having added a new dimension to 
their lives? No. The message they 
heard called them to be saved from 
the perverse generation they were 

living in.18 The Bible doesn’t record 
the “many other words” Peter spoke 
to them that day, but we do know 
what the Master had commanded 
the apostles to do in the preaching 
of the gospel, which surely they were 
careful to obey:

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. 
(Matthew 28:19-20)

And what was the first thing the 
Master had commanded them when 
He called them to follow Him? It was 
to forsake everything.19 And lest we 
think that requirement applied only 
to the apostles, remember that after 
the woman broke her alabaster jar, 
her most precious possession, and 
poured out every drop of the fragrant 
oil upon Him, He instructed His 
disciples:

I tell you the truth, wherever this 
gospel is preached throughout the world, 
what she has done will also be told, in 
memory of her. (Matthew 26:13)

It is doubtful that Peter would 
have forgotten to include this story 
in his many other words, considering 
how deeply it had affected the 
disciples the day it happened.20 But 
regardless of the exact words Peter 
may have spoken, the outcome 
speaks for itself: 

All the believers were together and 
had all things in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who 
were being saved. (Acts 2:44-47)

It was neither a coincidence nor 
a misunderstanding that those 3,000 
new disciples all gave up everything, 
including their independent lives, 

and shared a common life together.21 
Their belief impelled22 obedience to 
what they heard. It was not merely a 
mental assent to the fact of Yahshua’s 
death and resurrection. It was a total 
identification with Him and His 
people that cut them off from all past 
loyalties and occupations. 

There is a belief that doesn’t 
impel obedience. The Master 
encountered this kind of belief on 
several occasions, such as:23

Now while he was in Jerusalem at 
the Passover Feast, many people saw 
the miraculous signs he was doing and 
believed in his name. But Jesus would 
not entrust himself to them, for he 
knew all men. He did not need man’s 
testimony about man, for he knew what 
was in a man. (John 2:23-25)

The words “believed” and 
“entrust” in this passage are 
actually the same word in the Greek 
manuscript. You could well say that 
they believed in Him but He didn’t 
believe in them, for He knew it was 
only a belief in their minds and not in 
their hearts. They admired Him, but 
He knew they would not obey Him 
at all costs, therefore He could not 
entrust His Holy Spirit to them.24

So the faith that saves produces 
a belief that obeys; otherwise it is 
not saving faith. That is exactly what 
the writer of James was laboring to 
express:

Even so faith, if it has no works, is 
dead, being by itself. But someone may 
well say, “You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.” You believe that God is one? 
You do well; the demons also believe, 
and shudder. But are you willing to 
recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless?  

(James 2:17-20)
Sadly, many are so foolish as 

to be unwilling to recognize the 
futility of a faith that does not result 
in the works that followed the first 

13 Hebrews 2:15; Luke 9:24; John 12:25; Revelation 21:7-8 14 Acts 2:40 15 Acts 2:41 16 Acts 2:38 (NKJV); Rom 6:2-5 17 Acts 2:36 18 Acts 2:40 
19 Mark 10:28; Luke 5:1-11; Luke 14:33  20 Matthew 26:8,14-16 21 Acts 4:32-35; 5:20 22 Impel means to urge, constrain, or motivate a person to an 
action; to cause to move forward with force. 23 John 8:30-44 is another vivid example of vain belief. 24 Acts 5:32; Hebrews 5:9 
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preaching of the gospel in Acts 
2:42-47 and 4:32-37. But the Master 
said that those who have ears to hear 
will bear abundant fruit — thirty, 
sixty, or a hundredfold — and so prove 
to be His disciples.25 

Works
Certainly, there are no works 

that a person can do to earn his 
salvation in Messiah. All of his good 
deeds have no more value than filthy 
rags in the currency of redemption.26 
It is only Messiah’s worth that counts 
— the infinite value of His blood 
which He shed on our behalf.

In fact, anyone who really 
understands the futility of his 
own unredeemed life, with all 
the material manifestations of his 
own selfish works,27 will be eager 
to abandon it all as soon as he 
discovers the pearl of great price.28 
It would not even enter the mind of 
someone who truly hates his own 
life in this world29 that giving up his 
possessions in order to gain eternal 
life30 could be considered “works 
salvation.” He would be like Paul, 
who wrote,

Yet indeed I also count all things 
loss for the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count 
them as rubbish,31 in order that I may 
gain Christ. (Philippians 3:8)

Paul understood in the very core 
of his being what he was saved from 
and what he was saved for. The “loss 
of all things” was part of the reality of 
his old life being buried with Messiah 
in baptism,32 not a “good work” that 
he did to earn his salvation.33 Paul 
was glad to be free of his old life, 
career, and possessions so that he 
could lay hold of that for which 
Messiah had laid hold of him.34 That 
is the revelation he had that caused 
him to write to the Ephesians,

For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10)

The word translated as works 
here (and in verse 9, for that 
matter) actually means employment 
or occupation. It is not speaking of 
isolated good deeds that one does 
from time to time, but rather the 
direction of one’s will35 — what he 
does with his time, energy, skills, and 
strength. Everyone who is saved is 
saved for the purpose of spending the 
rest of his life employing his gifts36 to 
build up the Body of Messiah:

“From whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by that which 
every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body 
for the edifying of itself in love. This I 
say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that you should no longer walk as the 
Gentiles walk, in the futility of their 
minds. (Ephesians 4:16-17)

Paul and the other apostles did 
not conceive of the Body of Messiah as 
a mystical union of isolated believers 
who live their own independent lives 
all week (“walk as the Gentiles walk”), 
and get together for an hour or two 
on Sunday. It was to be a full-time, 

visible demonstration of disciples 
living together in unity,37 loving 
one another just as their Master had 
loved His first disciples38 — 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week — serving one 
another according to their gifts and 
abilities. Such people do not need to 
be concerned about what they will 
eat or what they will wear,39 but can 
actually seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness, knowing that all 
their needs will be met through the 
“effective working of every part” for 
the benefit of the whole. Such is the 
miracle of self-sacrificing love.40

If you love Me, keep My 
commandments. (John 14:15)

He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. 
(John 14:21)

He who says, “I know Him,” and 
does not keep His commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But 
whoever keeps His word, truly the love 
of God is perfected in him. By this we 
know that we are in Him. (1 John 2:
4-5)

It is impossible to obey His 
commandments on your own. It 
takes a community. That is where 
the love of God is perfected in us — 
where we can truly love one another. 
That is where God has commanded 
the blessing of eternal life.41

Amazing Grace
The amazing thing about grace 

is that it brings about the purpose 
of God on the earth through willing 
human beings who receive faith 
when they hear the word of God, 
which causes them to believe to the 
point that they actually obey His 
commandments.42 Together they 
bear the fruit of the kingdom43 — the 
life that bears witness to the fact that 
the Father actually sent His Son,44 
because as He is, so also are they in 
this world.45 E

25 Matthew 13:3-9; John 15:8; John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:14-18 26 Isaiah 64:6 27 Even if those past works looked good to the natural man, as in Titus 
3:5. 28 Matthew 13:44-46 29 John 12:2530 Mark 10:28-30; Luke 14:33 31 The Greek word Paul used here means something worthless and detestable, 
such as the excrement of animals. 32 Romans 6:4-7 33 Titus 3:5 34 Philippians 3:12 35 See the article Friends & Enemies on p. 43, for more on this 
theme.  36 His “calling” or employment in the Body of Messiah, Ephesians 4:1.37 John 17:20-23 38 John 13:34-35; 15:12-14 39 Matthew 6:31-33 
40 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 41 Psalm 133:1-3 42 John 14:15,21; Revelation 22:14 (KJV, NKJV) 43 Matthew 21:43 44 John 17:23 45 1 John 4:17

Amazing Grace

The amazing thing about 
grace is that it brings about 

the purpose of God on 
the earth through willing 

human beings who receive 
faith when they hear the 

word of God, which causes 
them to believe to the point 
that they actually obey His 

commandments.
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The beginning of the book of 
Acts describes the vibrant life of the 
first Church in Jerusalem. This new 
life was the result of hearing the full, 
unadulterated good news through 
Peter and the other apostles on the 
day of Pentecost:

And with many other words he testified 
and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this 
perverse generation.” (Acts 2:40)

Peter spoke these many other words in 
obedience to Yahshua’s parting command 
to the apostles to “teach them to obey all 
I commanded you” in Matthew 28:19-20. 
So the many other words consisted of 
Yahshua’s commands to forsake family, 
possessions, and even your own selfish 
life, in order to receive the new life that He 
came to establish on the earth. The result 
of hearing and believing the message Peter 
preached that day was that “all those who 
believed were together and had all things in 
common.”1

Obedience to the comprehensive 
gospel will always produce a community 
where disciples are happy living together 
— laying down their own lives daily to 
meet the needs of their brothers and sisters, 
because all are obeying the Master of their 
new lives. In fact, there is no possibility of 
obeying Yahshua’s commands outside of 
community life, where all things are shared 
in common and you actually dwell together 
in peace and harmony.2 That is why the 
angel commanded Peter in Acts 5:20 to go 
stand in the temple and speak “the whole 
message of this new life,” in order that others 
could be added to those who were already 
gathered.

The people in Jerusalem knew that 
something miraculous was happening 
among these people who were coming 
together with great joy and enthusiastically 
sharing all they had to care for one another. 
It was necessary for them to hear the whole 
message of this new life in order for them to 
understand what was happening in their 
midst. The new life, apart from the whole 
message, was incomprehensible. Likewise 
the message, apart from the transcending 
life of community, had no authority or 
credibility.

What message would modern Christians 
preach today? What life would they point to 
as the fruit of Christ’s teachings and His 

sacrifice? Let’s be honest here. There really 
is no discernable difference between the 
lifestyle of today’s Christians and other 
good people in secular society. How could 
they call others into a new life, when the life 
they live is the same?

Yahshua did not condemn the people 
of the nations for seeking after food and 
clothing, but called those who followed 
Him to live by a higher standard — that 
they would seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness and absolutely trust Him to 
meet all of their needs.3 People have varied 
opinions about what this means, but the 
blueprint of the life His disciples went on to 
live is there for all to see.

Now the multitude of those who believed 
were of one heart and one soul; neither did 
anyone say that any of the things he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things in 
common. (Acts 4:32)

It is recorded twice in the book of Acts 
so we can understand that there is no other 
way the Church can be than a community, 
which is the witness that will cause the 
world to believe in Yahshua.

“By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
(John 13:35)

I in them, and You in Me; that they may 
be made perfect in one, and that the world 
may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me. (John 
17:23)

The Way, the Truth and the Life
Jesus [Yahshua] said to him, “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. (John 14:6)

Yahshua is truly the way, the truth and 
the life. But how do you get to Yahshua? 
Who can show us the way to the Way?

When Yahshua knocked Paul off of 
his high horse, He had a question for him: 
“Why are you persecuting Me?” Who was 
Paul persecuting except His Body on the 
earth?4 Yahshua had gone to be with the 
Father and left them as His ambassadors, 
reconciling men to the Father through 

Him.5 In the book of 
Acts it’s recorded that the 
early believers were often 
referred to as: The Way. 
Those who “discerned the 

Body,”6 recognized Yahshua in His people, 
who carried on His ministry with the 
greater works He had given them to do on 
His behalf.7

Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a 
king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly 
that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and 
for this cause I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth hears My voice. (John 18:37)

Those who are of the truth will hear 
His voice and join themselves to Him, 
becoming part of His Body, through which 
He continues to bear witness of the truth. 
Like Yahshua, it is the very purpose they 
were born for. Yahshua spoke in John 18:
37 from His humanity (“I was born”) and 
from the Divinity (the Word) who dwelled 
in Him (“I have come into the world”). For 
the uncreated can never be born, but the 
Man Yahshua was born for the very Word of 
God to dwell in.8

The Spirit and the Bride
In the same way now, His Spirit dwells 

in His Body, otherwise known as the Bride.9 
In Him was life — the light of men;10 but now 
the life of the Spirit is in her — His people. So 
it is “the Spirit and the Bride” who now say 
“come, drink of the Water of Life,” 11 which 
is the Holy Spirit. Yahshua continues to be 
the Way, the Truth and the Life — in His 
people in whom He dwells by His Spirit.

So the invitation in Revelation 22:17 is 
for all who are thirsty to “come drink the 
water of life freely.” The word freely there, 
in the original Greek, means without cause 
— without any other cause (wealth, family 
ties, personal goals, etc.) that would keep 
one from drinking the water of life. The 
rich young ruler had a higher cause in his 
heart than following Yahshua. But Peter 
understood that all who truly follow Him, 
will forsake every other cause to drink the 
water of life.12

Remember, He said you will know them 
by their fruit.13 There is no other way the 
Way can be than the way the Way was when 
it was the Way. It takes a Community! E

IT TAKES ACOMMUNITY 

1 Acts 2:44 2 1 Peter 2:9-12; Psalm 133 3 Matt 6:31-33 4 Acts 9:1-5 5 2 Cor 5:18-20 6 1 Cor 11:29 7 John 14:12; Eph 2:10; 4:16 8 1 Tim 2:5; John 1:1,2,14 
9 Rev 19:7,8; 21:9 10 John 1:4 11 Rev 22:17 12 Matt 19:27 13 Matt 7:20
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Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. (1 John 2:15)

What is love? 
What is the world? 

What does it mean to love the world? Do you love the world?
This is an important question, as the consequences are rather serious.

Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

(James 4:4)
Are you an enemy of God?

Or are you His friend? 
How do you know?

The Master told His twelve disciples, “You are My friends if you do what I 
command you.”1 But what was His command?

This is My commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 
(John 15:12)

So what is love? Is love a feeling?
How did He love His disciples? 

The answer to this question settles the matter of whether you are a friend or an 
enemy of God. Do you want to know?

Friends & Enemies

Friends of God
The Greek word translated love in the verses above 

means the direction of the will towards whomever or 
whatever one finds his joy in,2 which is inescapably 
revealed in how one spends his time, money, and 
energy. 

The gospels show us exactly how Yahshua* spent 
His time and energy. He did not take one thought for 
Himself. His attention was always on His disciples. He 
was always serving them, teaching them, encouraging 
them, and correcting them. It was His full-time 
occupation. And then He died for them.

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing 
that His hour had come that He would depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the 
world, He loved them to the end. (John 13:1)

That is how He loved them. And that is how He 
commanded them to love one another.3 They were to 
lay down their lives for one another daily.4 It was to 
be their full-time occupation. It was no accident or 
mistake that the church began as a community, as the 
book of Acts records:

Now all who believed were together, and had all things 
in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and 
divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those 
who were being saved. (Acts 2:44-47)

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one 
heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the 

* For more on the name Yahshua, see What’s in a Name on page 7 1 John 15:14 2 Hebrews 12:2 3 John 13:34-35 4 John 15:12-13; 1 John 3:16-17; 
Luke 9:23; Acts 2:46; Hebrews 3:13; 12:15
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things he possessed was his own, but 
they had all things in common. And 
with great power the apostles gave 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. And great grace was upon them 
all. Nor was there anyone among them 
who lacked; for all who were possessors 
of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the proceeds of the things that 
were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ 
feet; and they distributed to each as 
anyone had need. (Acts 4:32-35)

Living together in community 
was the only way they could 
practically obey their Master’s 
commandments, to give up 
everything to follow Him,5 and 
to love one another as He had 
loved them,6 and to seek first 
His kingdom without worrying 
about what they would eat or 
what they would wear.7 

How can anyone not worry 
about where his food and 
clothing will come from? Only if 
his brothers and sisters are taking 
care of his needs. In the true Body 
of Messiah all are continually 
serving one another according 
to each one’s particular grace 
and gifting,8 doing the works 
prepared for them to walk in.9 
That is how each one practically 
obeys the command to “seek 
first His kingdom and His 
righteousness,” with the result 
that each one has everything he 
needs.10 Someone has the grace and 
gifting to take care of the clothing 
needs for the community, while 
someone else makes sure there is 
healthy food on the table, while 
others work to provide an income, 
to maintain their dwellings, to 
teach the children, to shepherd the 
flock, etc. Every member of the Body 
labors on behalf of all, and none 
need be anxious for their own life. 

That is how disciples love one 
another. They direct their will 
toward the One they love, who lives 

in their brothers and sisters. Only 
by loving and serving them can they 
practically love and serve Him.11 He 
lives where they live, and He honors 
those who serve Him where He 
lives12 — in the community of the 
redeemed. They are His friends, and 
He reveals Himself to them because 
they obey His commandments.13

Enemies of God
So who are His enemies? 

They are those who claim to be 
His friends, but do not obey His 
commandments.14 They claim to 
love Him, and even to love one 
another, but the lion’s share of 

their time and energy is consumed 
in making a comfortable life for 
themselves in this world.

Remember, what the Bible 
calls “love” is not a feeling. It is 
the direction of your will towards 
the object of your love. Your love is 
measured by what captures your 
attention, by what you take delight 
in, and by where you spend your 
time, money, and energy. That is the 
fact of the matter, regardless of how 
you feel.

Whom or what do you love? 
What is the direction of your will?

Do not love the world or the things 
of the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. (1 
John 2:15)

What is the world? What are the 
things of the world?

For all that is in the world — the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life — is not of the Father 
but is of the world. And the world is 
passing away, and the lust of it; but he 
who does the will of God abides forever. 
(1 John 2:16-17)

There are the obvious things — 
television, movies, sports, luxuries, 
lust, pursuit of wealth and power. 
But these are merely the outward 

manifestations of living for 
one’s self. That is the root of the 
problem. You must hate your life 
in this world.15 Until you reach 
that point, you remain a friend 
of the world and an enemy of 
God.16

If anyone comes to Me and does 
not hate his father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and his own life also, he cannot 
be My disciple. (Luke 14:26)

Love versus Hate
Just as “love” in the Gospels 

is not merely a feeling of good 
will or affection towards 
someone or something, neither 
is “hate” a feeling of animosity or 
malice. When the Master called 

His disciples to follow Him, He 
was demanding nothing less than 
a 180˚ turn in the direction of their 
will. That is what it means to repent, 
to hate one’s life in this world, and to 
begin serving Him where He is.17

Going on from there, He saw 
two other brothers, James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in 
the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets. He called them, 
and immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him. 
(Matthew 4:21-22)

What the Bible calls “love” 
is not a feeling. It is the 
direction of your will 

towards the object of your 
love. Your love is measured 

by what captures your 
attention, by what you take 

delight in, by where you 
spend your time, money, 

and energy. 

5 Mark 10:29-30; Luke 14:33 6 John 13:34-35; 15:12-13 7 Matthew 6:31-33 8 Romans 12:1-13; Ephesians 4:16; 2 Corinthians 5:15
9 Ephesians 2:10 10 Matthew 6:31-33 11 1 John 4:20; Colossians 1:24 12 John 12:26 13 John 15:12-15; 14:21 14 1 John 2:4 15 John 12:25
16 James 4:4 17 John 12:25-26
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Until that day all their time 
and energy had gone into making 
a living with their father, and 
suddenly the direction of their will 
changed and all their time and 
energy went into serving their new 
Master. Their father might well 
have taken their newfound love 
for this Messiah as hatred towards 
himself,18 but they could not serve 
two masters.19 They had to forsake 
the gods of making their own living 
and pleasing their parents in order 
to follow Messiah.20 

It was the same with all of the 
disciples, as Peter declared, “See, we 
have left all and followed You!”21 The 
Master’s reply to Peter reveals the 
result of this redirection of the will, 
the result of hating one’s life in this 
world in order to love and obey 
Him:

So Jesus answered and said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My 
sake and the gospel’s, who shall not 
receive a hundredfold now in this 
time — houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children 
and lands, with persecutions — and 
in the age to come, eternal life.” 
(Mark 10:29-30)

The result is the common life 
described in Acts 2 and 4 (quoted 
previously), the community of those 
who were redeemed from their 
lonely, futile existence in the world, 
and given the full-time occupation 
of loving one another just as He 
loved them. In place of whatever 
they left behind they would receive 
a hundredfold new brothers and 
sisters, fathers and mothers, 
children, houses and farms — along 
with persecution from those who 
love this world and hate the true 
message of the gospel and the 
abundant life it produces. 

Friend or Foe?
What is the direction of your 

will? What consumes your time 
and energy? Is it love for the world 
and the things of the world? Or is it 
love for the people and the things of 
God? 

We know that we have passed 
from death to life, because we love 
the brethren. He who does not love his 
brother abides in death. ... By this we 
know love, because He laid down His 
life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. But 
whoever has this world’s goods, and 
sees his brother in need, and shuts up 
his heart from him, how does the love 
of God abide in him? My little children, 
let us not love in word or in tongue, but 

in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:14-18)
It does not say, “We know 

that we have passed from death 
to life because we asked Jesus 
into our heart.” How would you 
know whether He accepted the 
invitation?22 The validity of our 
belief is tested by what we do23 — by 
the direction of our will, not by what 
we think or feel. It is according 
to whether we do the principal 
thing that the Master said would 
distinguish us as His disciples:

A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another. (John 13:34-35)

How can you love your brothers 
just as Yahshua loved His disciples, 
laying down your life for them, if 
you only see them once or twice a 
week? Living your independent life 
insulates you from actually seeing 
your brother in need (materially 
or otherwise) so that you can 
comfortably withhold your life and 
livelihood from him and spend it 
on yourself. But the true gospel 
produces a life of true community 
in which it is possible to obey the 
commandments, the foremost of 
which is to love one another — to 
lay down your life for your brothers 

each and every day. It takes a 
community.

Apart from the common life 
of true believers dwelling together 
in unity,24 demonstrating that the 
love of the Father is in them,25 all 
that remains is the love of the 
world, and the things of the world 
— the life of those who are...

...separated from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. 
(Ephesians 2:12)
So have you arrived at a 

conclusion? Are you a friend or 
an enemy of God? Are you with 
Him or against Him, gathering or 
scattering?26 What is the direction 
of your will?

We would like you to gather 
with us in one of the places where 
He has caused His name to dwell, 
where brothers are living together 
in unity. Perhaps you didn’t even 
know there was such a place. Some 
of our communities are listed at the 
end of this freepaper. You are always 
welcome! E

What is the direction of 
your will? What consumes 
your time and energy? Is it 
love for the world and the 

things of the world? Or is it 
love for the people and the 

things of God? 

18 Matthew 10:34-39; Luke 12:51-53 19 Matthew 6:24 20 Even the Master Himself had to make this choice to risk offending His earthly mother in 
order to do the will of His heavenly Father (Mark 3:21,31-35). 21 Mark 10:28 22 John 2:23-24 23 John 13:17; Matthew 7:24; John 14:15,21,23,24; 
Rev 22:14 (NKJV) 24 Psalm 133; John 17:20-23 25 Romans 5:5; 1 John 3:17 26 Matthew 12:30
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Circle of Disciples
If anyone comes to Me and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life 
also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever 
does not bear his cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26-27)

As Yahshua* said these things to His followers, 
perhaps He thought back to the time when even He 

had to disregard the words of His own mother, Miriam. 
That day He had been sitting in the house with His 
circle of disciples and the crowds of people who hung 
on His every word. Filled with the Holy Spirit, He was 
speaking to them in parables, but the priests and the 
Pharisees were outraged. “Who does this nobody from 
Nazareth think he is, telling the people that the religion 
of today is corrupt? We are the ones chosen to teach 
about God... this man has lost his mind!”

Word had reached His mother and brothers that 
He had gone crazy and that He had a demon! What 
could have happened to Him since that day so long ago 
when He was a small boy and yet He confounded all the 
teachers in the temple with His deep understanding 
of the Law and the Prophets? Why weren’t those 
same men accepting Him now? Surely He must have 
gone off... Something had gone wrong... She must go 
immediately and get Him before it was too late. 

But remember the words of Simeon back when 
He was just a little baby and Mary and Joseph had 
brought Him to the temple to be dedicated? “Behold 
this child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in 
Israel, and for a sign to be spoken against. And a sword 
will pierce even your own soul...” (Luke 2:34-35). What 
did that mean? Why would the Messiah be spoken 
against? Shouldn’t He be received with great pomp and 
ceremony? Certainly something wasn’t right.

So off she went with her other sons to rescue Him. 
When she arrived at the house it was so packed full of 
people that she couldn’t even get in. People were sitting 
and standing anywhere they could, just to hear what He 
was saying, just to catch a glimpse of Him. And there 
were the Pharisees, filled with jealousy toward this 
imposter who was stealing all their loyal disciples away 
and telling them the truth. How they hated the truth, 

grinding their teeth at every word that shined a light into 
their dark souls, revealing that they were really nothing 
but hollow shells that produced no fruit.

Leaders and Laity
The Master had said to them, “Therefore I say to you, 

the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people producing the fruit of it.” (Matthew 
21:43) They were the leaders of a dry and mystical 
religion that had no love in it, nor any semblance of a 
link back to God. But still, they were the leaders. They 
obeyed the law meticulously, so they didn’t need love 
or joy or peace or patience, gentleness, self-control, or 
any of the things that this man talked so much about. 
However, it was these very qualities that captured the 
hearts of the people. The leaders had the Law of Moses 
and the traditions of Judaism, which had been passed 
down for hundreds of years. Now all their people were 
being misled by this blasphemer. They would have to 
do something to gather their sheep back into the fold, 
or else they would lose their entire nation. 

So there was Miriam, Yahshua’s own mother, hearing 
all the things these respected leaders were saying about 
her Son. But did she remember the words? “...and a sword 
will pierce your own soul to the end that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” Did she understand that 
the very thoughts of their hearts were being revealed?

* For more on the name Yahshua, see What’s in Name on page 7
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His Circle of Disciples
“Can you please give this 

message to my son?” she asked 
the nearest bystander. “Please tell 
him that his mother and brothers 
are here to see him... We need to 
talk to him right away.” She waited 
anxiously for him to come running 
out. “Surely he’ll come out to talk 
to me after all I’ve done for him. I 
mean, I am his mother.” 

He would never want to split up 
families, especially his own family, 
would he? Would God ever ask such 
a thing? After a moment or two, she 
noticed a hush come over the crowd. 
She strained her ears to hear if the 
message had made it to him... Then 
she heard the reply. Yes, she knew it 
came from him, she knew his voice 
so well. “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” 

Desperately pushing aside 
those in her way she made her way 
close so He could see her. But she 
noticed Him looking around at His 
circle of disciples who were sitting 
tightly around him... then He was 
motioning to them. 

“Behold my mother and my 
brothers? For whoever does the will 
of God, he is my brother and sister 
and mother.” Like a knife the words 
plunged into her soul. He would not 
come out... He was devoted to those 
people sitting with Him in there. He 
would stay with them. 

The words of Simeon resounded 
in her heart with unmistakable 
clarity. Now she understood. He had 
now become the sign that would be 
spoken against. He had become 
the witness of God on the earth 
that would be opposed by all the 
spiritual forces of the evil one. And 
the evil one was manifested in the 
leading men of their religion — the 
preachers of their congregations 
and synagogues. They were the ones 
speaking against Him. 

But He didn’t care what the 
religious leaders thought of Him. 
No, He was gathering people who 
would set themselves apart to do 

the same thing He had — to be holy 
and set apart, a nation separate from 
the world.

He would establish the true 
kingdom of God on the earth, even 
if it separated mother from son and 
brother from brother. He would not 
compromise or let the gospel be 
watered down. He wanted a circle 
of disciples who would take on His 
own heart. Therefore He said, “By 
this all men will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13:35) How could 
His disciples have true love for one 
another if they all lived their own 
separate lives? How could their love 
be shown as a witness so that all 
men would know and be persuaded 
that they were true disciples unless 
they shared a common life together? 

Obeying the Gospel
The Master never meant for 

there to be divisions and dis-unity 
among His followers. He wanted 
there to be love and care to show 
how God really is. 

In John 17:11, just before He was 
brutally murdered, the Master had 
earnestly prayed the greatest desire 
in His heart, “I am no longer in the 
world; and yet they themselves are in 
the world, and I come to You. Father, 
keep them in Your name, the name 
You have given Me, that they may be 
ONE even as You and I are ONE.”

Is His prayer relevant today? 
Shouldn’t what was so important 
to the Master back then be just as 
important today? It had enough 
weight then that people were 
abandoning all their possessions 
and their families to be a part of it. 
But now most who claim to follow 
Him are still living their own 
independent lives and maybe going 
to church once or twice a week. And 
they say about the Master’s words, 
“Oh, that was for back then. Things 
are different now.” But why shouldn’t 
the gospel be obeyed today just as 
it was in the beginning? Can’t we 
break out of the sleepy religious 
traditions we have grown up with 

and recapture the vitality and 
excitement of those early believers 
we read about in the Book of Acts?

Yes! Now there is a group of 
people who are obeying the gospel 
with all their hearts. They are 
actually living a life of love and 
unity, laying down their lives for 
each another every day. They are 
getting back to the roots of the true 
church, the community, not living 
their own selfish lives, all the while 
believing that they are doing the 
will of God. They really live together 
in community, just like the first 
church did back then. They deny 
themselves daily, putting the words 
of their Master into practice in their 
own lives, not reasoning them away 
and excusing their lack of obedience 
to the gospel He preached. E

“Behold my mother and
my brothers? For whoever

does the will of God, he is my
brother and sister and mother.” 

Like a knife, the words
plunged into her soul. 
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And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come. (KJV)

Yahshua preached the good 
news of a Kingdom that was coming 
on Earth, just as it was in Heaven 
— the same Spirit, the same love. 
Obedience to the gospel that He 
preached would transfer one out of 
the kingdom of darkness and into 
the kingdom of the light.5 This is 
not a mystical kingdom, but actual 
communities of believers that 
would set the evidence of God’s 
love for man and the salvation that 
is in His Son before all the world. 
This is what Yahshua prayed for 
right before He was crucified,

I ask not only on behalf of these, 
but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in Me through their word, that 
they may all be one. As you, Father, 
are in Me and I am in You, may they 
also be in Us, so that the world may 
believe that You have sent Me. The 
glory that you have given Me I have 
given them, so that they may be one, 
as We are one, I in them and you in 
Me, that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent Me and have loved them 
even as you have loved Me. (John 17:
20-23, NRSV)

Beehive… swarm… community… 
witness… testimony… A life of 
brothers dwelling together in 
unity,6 loving one another as He 
commanded them,7 encouraging 
one another daily,8 seeing to it that 
no one falls short of grace…9 A life of 
fellowship, which is a sharing of all 
that you have and all that you are, 
considering others more important 
than yourself.10

The Life of the Hive
Imagine a life where all you do 

is for the sake of others. Somehow 

that didn’t appeal to Ed, the lone 
bee. But those who know Messiah 
and follow Him walk as He 
walked.11

Imagine you are a carpenter. You 
work in the woodshop. Your little 
industry helps to meet the needs 
of your household. This is your 
gift and your contribution. Then 
someone else washes your clothes, 
and others make your meals, still 
others teach your children, others 
clean the house, others shop for 
food. So much needs to be done 

to meet all the needs, but you’re 
needed in your area. You can’t do it 
all. But you do what you do because 
you love your friends. They serve 
you in their areas because they 
love you. And all of you function 
together like a body to glorify the 
Head — your King, Yahshua.

Such a life was seen on the 
earth 2000 years ago for only a brief 
moment. It is recorded in Acts 2 and 
4.12 But in a short time their loved 
faded and so did their light. They 
stopped doing the self-sacrificing 
deeds of love they did at first.13 They 
could no longer live together and 
share all things in common; they 
gathered less and less,14 until it was 
only once or twice a week.

They were no longer qualified 
to be His witness as they lost any 

evidence in their lives of the fruit 
of the Spirit, but rather dissension, 
factions, denominations, strife, 
envy and all the other fruits of the 
flesh crept in. They conformed more 
and more to the world,15 until the 
time came when there was hardly 
any difference between the world 
and the church.

The Stone Kingdom
Yet the promise remains of the 

restoration that Jeremiah spoke of 
in the latter days. This is the same 
Kingdom that the prophet Daniel 
spoke of in Daniel 2:44,

And in the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for 
another people; it will crush and put 
an end to all these kingdoms, but it 
will itself endure forever. (NASB)

Once again in these latter days 
this life is being established as a 
witness on the Earth. There are 
communities of disciples who have 
seen the great worth of Messiah and 
His sacrifice for them. They have 
left behind everything that would 
keep them from following Him and 
serving Him and loving Him with 
all of their hearts. Together they 
share again the life of the “hive”, 
which you can come and see and 
experience and be a part of.

You will see what Ed saw, that 
this is a very demanding life. It 
is a free gift, but it will cost you 
everything to truly be part of the 
hive. But as Paul said,

More than that, I count all things 
to be loss in view of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus 
[Yahshua] my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them but rubbish in order that 
I may gain Christ. (Philippians 3:8, 
NASB)E

 6 Psalm 133 7 John 13:34-35 8 Hebrews 3:13 9 Hebrews 12:15 10 Philippians 2:3 11 I John 2:6 12 Acts 2:44-47, 4:32-37 13 Revelation 2:4-5 14 
Hebrews 10:25 15 Romans 12:2

Ed Meets the Edah

Beehive... swarm... 
community... witness... 

testimony... A life of 
brothers dwelling together 

in unity, loving one another 
as He commanded them, 

encouraging one another 
daily, and seeing to it that
no one falls short of grace.
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He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing.” (John 15:1,4-5)

Yahshua had come to restore 
His Father’s vineyard, which is a 
metaphor for His kingdom. John 
the Baptist had gone before Him to 
prepare the way by pronouncing 
the old vine dead and laying the ax 
to the root of it, calling all Israel to 
repent.4 Then came the Messiah, just 
as the prophet Isaiah had foretold, 
“For He shall grow up before Him 
as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of dry ground...”5 Yahshua was the 
new vine growing out of the old 
root system, in order to bear the 
fruit that His Father had begun to 
cultivate when He called and chose 
Abraham:

“For I have chosen him, that he 
may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of 
the LORD by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the LORD may bring 
to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” (Genesis 18:19)

It was for the hope of this 
fruit that God promised to make 
a nation out of Abraham’s seed, 
and to give them the land to dwell 
in where they would bear the fruit 
of righteousness and justice as 
a demonstration to the nations 
around them of what people are 
like who are truly connected to 
Him. That is still His objective6 and 
He still needs a vineyard.

So Yahshua came as a root 
out of dry ground, the Vine of His 
Father’s planting, but who are the 
branches?7 You may think that 
you are one of them, along with 
everyone else who truly believes 
in Yahshua, but is that really what 
Yahshua was saying? Consider the 
context: He was speaking to His 
disciples, whom He was training to 
be apostles, in their last and most 
intimate meal together before He 
was crucified. He was not speaking 
for the benefit of the crowds that 

had often gathered to hear Him 
teach, for they were not in the upper 
room that night. So to “overhear” 
His intimate conversation with 
His disciples and to assume that 
it applies to you is presumptuous, 
don’t you think?8 

His apostles understood Him, 
for they were very familiar with vines 
and vineyards. They knew that a 
cultivated vine would be pruned to 
have at most twelve branches, and 
from those chosen branches the 
vinedresser would expect to obtain 

clusters of juicy grapes. For the time 
He had been with them, Yahshua had 
been filling His disciples with the 
sap that came from the root so that 
they would produce the fruit of being 
connected to the Vine — clusters of 
grapes which, when squeezed, would 
make the sweetest wine.9

So Yahshua was the Vine, and His 
apostles were the branches, but what 
were the clusters? To discover that 
you must look at the “Vinedresser’s 
journal” to see what came forth from 
the branches! What the branches did 
is recorded in The Acts of the Apostles. 
Here is the vivid description of the 
first fruit that we find there:

Then those who gladly received 
[the branch’s] word were baptized; 
and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them. And they 
continued steadfastly in the [branches’] 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. Then fear 
came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were done through 
the [branches]. Now all who believed 
were together [in a cluster], and had 
all things in common, and sold their 
possessions and goods, and divided 
them among all, as anyone had need. 
So continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food 
with gladness and simplicity of heart, 
praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily those who were being 
saved. (Acts 2:41-47)

Now the multitude of those who 
believed were of one heart and one 
soul; neither did anyone say that any 
of the things he possessed was his own, 
but they had all things in common. 
And with great power the [branches] 
gave witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus [Yahshua]. And great grace 
was upon them all. Nor was there 
anyone among them who lacked; for 
all who were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the 
proceeds of the things that were sold, 
and laid them at the [branches’] feet; 

and they distributed to each as anyone 
had need. (Acts 4:32-35)

Was this not the fruit of 
righteousness and justice that 
ought to come forth from Abraham’s 
seed? Not just individual acts of 
righteousness that men may do 
for the sake of conscience, but a 
collective demonstration of the 
righteousness of God. It was a great 
cluster of fruit, reminiscent of the 
one the twelve spies brought back 
as a foretaste of their promised 
land, which took two men to carry 
between them on a pole!10 For that 
is in fact what that community in 

Those who lived together 
in clusters were a visible, 
tangible demonstration of 
what it means to be vitally 

connected to the Vine through 
the good authority and care 
of the branches. When those 

grapes were squeezed by 
the circumstances of their 
common life, what came 
forth was the sweet wine

of love, righteousness
and justice.

4 Matthew 3:3-12 5 Isaiah 53:2 6 Matthew 21:43 (quoted above) 7 John 15:5 8 1 Corinthians 12:29 9 John 2:1-11 was prophetic of this outcome. 
10 Numbers 13:23

A Root Out of Dry Ground
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Kingdom that the apostle Paul at one 
time expected would bring about the 
end of the age26 and the return of 
Messiah in his lifetime.27 But the time 
came when he realized he would not 
live to see that day,28 and increasingly 
his and the other apostles’ letters 
contained dire warnings to the 
churches of the ways they were being 
led astray.29 Self-appointed “apostles” 
undermined the authority of the 
true apostles30 and led away their 
own followings31 with ear-tickling 
teachings that softened the so-called 
“hard sayings” of Yahshua.32 

By the beginning of the second 
century, when the letter of James 
was written to the twelve tribes 
“scattered abroad,” they no longer 
shared a common life. They were 
“going to church” rather than 
being the church; the rich looked 
down their noses at the poor, not 
meeting their needs;33 there was 
strife, competition, and boasting 
over worldly pursuits;34 the rich 
even oppressed those who worked 
for them.35 Gone were the succulent 
clusters, happily sharing the 
same source of life from the Vine. 
Righteousness and justice gave 
way to a form of religion lacking the 
power to love.36 

1900 years have come and gone, 
leaving a trail of bloodshed at the 
hands of those who claim to represent 
God, and cries of woe from those 
who have suffered at their hands. It is 
just as the prophet Isaiah sang for his 
Beloved, the Owner of the vineyard, 
so long ago, “He looked for justice, but 
behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, 
but behold, a cry of distress.” 37 Most 
of what has been done in His name 
has made a mockery of what is really 
in His heart. So just as in the first 
century, He finds Himself in need 
of being justified.38 His name needs 

to be made great again by those 
who have the courage to separate 
themselves from the fallen religious 
system of this day and restore the 
Gospel of the Kingdom. Their life, 
which comes from Him, is a foretaste 
of His coming Kingdom.39

We who write this paper have 
given our lives to do just that. Like 
a root out of dry ground, the Vine 
has sprouted again40 and brought 
forth clusters — communities of 
men, women, and children who 
love Messiah more than their own 
lives, who desire nothing more than 
to abide in Him and bear the fruit 
of His Kingdom. When that fruit 

is ripe for harvest, we believe the 
Owner of that vineyard will again 
send His Son to receive its fruit:

Then I looked, and behold, a white 
cloud, and on the cloud sat One like 
the Son of Man, having on His head a 
golden crown, and in His hand a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out of 
the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in 
Your sickle and reap, for the time has 
come for You to reap, for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe.” So He who sat on the 
cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, 
and the earth was reaped. (Revelation 
14:14-16)

That is the first of two harvests 

the Messiah will reap when He 
returns — the gathering of His elect,41 
also described as His bride, who will 
have made herself ready for Him.42 
Then they together, Messiah and 
His bride, will come to earth to deal 
with the fruit of another vine — that 
of the Antichrist and all of those who 
love and practice evil. They will be 
trampled in the winepress of God’s 
wrath.43 The evil ruler of this world44 
will be bound for a thousand years,45 
and Messiah will be enthroned in 
Jerusalem and will reign over the 
earth with His bride.46 

Then the Promised Land, from 
the Euphrates River to the River of 

Egypt, will be delivered over to 
the remnant of the offspring of 
Abraham, the one third47 who, by 
the end of the age had come to 
understand the truth of Matthew 
21:33-44.48 They understood that 
their people had crucified the 
Messiah sent to save them, and they 
mourned over their guilt.49 Then 
the faithful “branches” of the first 
century will rule over the restored 
twelve tribes of Israel in the 
Millennial Age,50 just as their Master 
promised them.51 They, along with 

the faithful of the final century, will 
fill the whole world with the fruit of 
righteousness and justice.

In that day, “A pleasant vineyard, 
sing of it? I, the LORD, am its keeper; 
every moment I water it. Lest anyone 
punish it, I keep it night and day; I have 
no wrath. Would that I had thorns and 
briers to battle? I would march against 
them, I would burn them up together. 
Or let them lay hold of My protection, 
let them make peace with Me, let them 
make peace with Me.” In days to come 
Jacob shall take root, Israel shall blossom 
and put forth shoots and fill the whole 
world with fruit. (Isaiah 27:2-6) E

Like a root out of dry ground, 
the Vine has sprouted again 
and brought forth clusters 

— communities of people who 
love Messiah and who desire 
nothing more than to abide 
in Him and bear the fruit

of His Kingdom.

26 Matthew 24:14 27 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 28 2 Timothy 4:6-7 29 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 30 2 Corinthians 11:4,13; 3 John 1:9-10 31 Acts 20:29-30 
32 2 Timothy 4:3-4 33 James 2:2-6; 14-16 34 James 4:1-4 35 James 5:1-6 36 2 Timothy 3:1-5 37 Isaiah 5:7 38 Luke 7:29-30 — To be baptized by John meant 
to renounce the religious system of that day (Matthew 3:7-12) and confess one’s need for true salvation, for the coming Messiah of whom John 
was the forerunner. 39 Matthew 6:9-10; Malachi 1:5,11 40 Job 14:7-9 41 Matthew 24:30-31; Revelation 19:14 42 Revelation 19:7-8,14 43 Revelation 
14:19-20; 19:11-19 44 1 John 5:19 45 Revelation 20:2-3 46 Revelation 11:15 47 Zechariah 13:8-9 48 Quoted near the beginning of this article. 
49 Zechariah 12:10 50 Acts 3:21 51 Matthew 19:28

A Root Out of Dry Ground









62 — It Takes a Community www.thelitmustest.org The Litmus Test — 631- 888 -TWELVE-T

Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour 
is coming and now is, when the dead 7 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live.

They never heard the voice of 
the Son of God, either in person 
or through someone He has sent.8 
They may have heard similar 
words spoken by those who claim 
to represent Him, but are actually 
seeking their own glory. For this the 
hearer is not accountable.

He who speaks from himself seeks 
his own glory; but He who is seeking the 
glory of the One who sent Him, He is 
true, and there is no unrighteousness in 
Him. (John 7:18)

Those who stand in the 
judgment of Revelation 20:11-15 are 
the ones spoken of in John 5:28,

Do not marvel at this; for an hour 
is coming, in which all who are in the 
tombs will hear His voice, and will 
come forth; those who did the good 
deeds to a resurrection of life, those 
who committed the evil deeds to a 
resurrection of judgment.

So there are two categories 
of man clearly described in the 
judgment of Revelation 20, each 
with their own destiny. They 
are men living according to the 
knowledge of good and evil they 
were born with. They will go to a 
second life in the nations of the 
eternal age,9 or a second death in 
the eternal Sea of Fire.10

Their Need for a Savior
The point of this is not to justify 

those who have done good deeds 
and say that they don’t need a 
Savior. Apart from having a sacrifice 
for their sins, all men have an 
appointment with death,

For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus [Yahshua] our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23)

As it is appointed for men to die 
once and after this comes judgment. 
(Hebrews 9:27)

Doing good does not mean 
that one does not die, but just that 
his death would not be eternal, 
and there would be a chance for a 
second life after one has paid the 
just wages of his sin. Of course, for 
a person to present his good works 
to God as a justification for rejecting 
His Son’s sacrifice for him would be 
as the stench of filthy rags. Man’s 
righteousness is not comparable 
to the righteousness of God that 
is through faith in Christ, as Paul 
described,

And may be found in Him, 
not having a righteousness of my 
own derived from the Law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God 
on the basis of faith. (Philippians 3:9)

That righteousness is only found 
through the Son of God. In fact as 
good as men can be when they strive 
to live by their conscience, they 
still remain in the enemy’s camp, 
needing to be made friends:

All this is done by God, who 
through Christ changed us from 
enemies into his friends and gave us the 
task of making others his friends also. 
Our message is that God was making 
all mankind his friends through Christ. 
God did not keep an account of their 
sins, and he has given us the message 
which tells how he makes them his 

friends. Here we are, then, speaking 
for Christ, as though God himself 
were making his appeal through us. 
We plead on Messiah’s behalf: let 
God change you from enemies into his 
friends. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20, TEV)

No truly good man would choose 
his own righteousness over receiving 
God’s righteousness. He would not 
reject the opportunity to be God’s 
friend. Those who reject God’s 
kindness and mercy betray the true 
condition of their heart.11 And this 
rejection of God’s righteousness and 
friendship puts them in the category 
of the cowardly and unbelieving in 
Revelation 21:8,

But for the cowardly and 
unbelieving, and abominable and 
murderers and immoral persons and 
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, 
their part will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.

Seeing the Worth of Messiah
To understand that man is 

born with the possibility to do 
good is to begin to understand 
the value of what Yahshua did by 
paying for our sins. Rather than 
being helpless puppets doomed to 
a life of depravity, we sin because 
of choices we willingly make. To 
sin is to do what you know you 
should not do, therefore it requires 
suppressing the voice that gives you 
that knowing — your conscience. It 
is a matter of choice. The “cowardly 
and unbelieving” became that way 
because of choices they made, just 
as “the abominable and murderers 
and immoral persons and sorcerers 
and idolaters and all liars.” 

If sin were not a matter of our 
own choices, but merely our lot from 
being born incapable of doing good, 
then God sending His Son to die 
for our sins could hardly be called 
mercy. Even good people have 
gone to great lengths to save the 
life of a helpless victim like a baby. 

To understand that man 
is born with the possibility 

to do good is to begin 
to understand the value 

of what Yahshua did 
by paying for our sins. 

Rather than being helpless 
puppets doomed to a life of 
depravity, we sin because of 
choices we willingly make.

7 Those who are dead in their trespasses, as Ephesians 2:1 says. 8 Matthew 10:40 9 Revelation 21:24,26; 22:2 10 Revelation 21:8 11 Proverbs 16:2

The Three Eternal Destinies of Man






