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Are You What God Would Consider “Rich”?
Does it make any difference to you, as rich as you are, that
the very Word of God incarnate spoke these words in Luke
6:24 as a woe, to “scare the hell out of you” (if I may be so
brazen)? Then what will it take to wake you up to what is about
to overtake you forever and ever? “Woe to you who are rich!”
A woe is a cry of pain from misfortune or, in this case, for
deliberate sin against humanity in the way rich people gain
their stardom, prestige, fortune, or popularity. Their woe is an
eternal woe.
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See the contrast in Luke 6:20-26 between verses 20-23
and verses 24-26. The “woes” are in contrast to the blessings
of the previous verses. Those who don’t realize their spiritual
poverty, but rely on their own achievement, will reap disaster
for eternity.1 Those who are full now, in need of nothing, will
suffer hunger eternally; those who laugh now (jokes, comedies,
parties, good times) will mourn and weep eternally. The wellto-do religious leaders He was speaking to had egotistical pride,
desiring recognition, praise for their greatness. The desire for
all to speak well of them required them to compromise their
conscience.
Why is there a woe for you? Because you have received
your comfort, for which you strove all your life, or perhaps you
inherited it, having never once worked for it, for it fell right into
your hands by one way or another. Nevertheless, you are rich
and you are receiving your comfort in full, just as in Luke 16:25
you can see the contrast between comforted and tormented.
In verse 27 the rich man becomes an evangelist for his own
family members, but is all the more tormented, for he knows
the fate or destiny of his five brothers.
Our Master, Yahshua the Messiah, suffered woe for three
days and three nights, in pain — the pangs of death2 — so
that all who would trust Him would be blessed as a result of
identifying with Him,3 that is, those who were saved from their
sins4 of selfishness, greed, and unjust business practices that
hurt others. Just As God presented blessings for obedience and
woes or curses for disobedience in Deuteronomy 28, the Son
of God presented blessings and woes to His disciples who were
1

Galatians 6:7-8 2 2 Cor 5:21; Acts 2:24 3 Luke 6:20-23
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living in anticipation of being worthy of His Kingdom.5
2 Corinthians 5:10 tells of the time when His disciples’
works would be evaluated — the works that were prepared
for them before the foundation of the world.6 “Woe to you
who are rich…” One does not become rich by doing the works
prepared for him. The comfort that the rich seek first for is not
associated with the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.7
In Luke 1:51-53, all the rich receive is what they sought first
for — comfort, security, physical well-being in this life only.8
Matthew 6:25,28,31-33 separates or distinguishes the Holy
(His disciples) from the Gentiles.9
God or Mammon? The time will come when these two
masters will make opposing demands.10 The gospel calls for
all mankind to invest in their future with Him by giving all they
have and all they are to Him now, while He is far off, and not
waiting for His return.11 Mammon is the collection of material
comforts for present enjoyment, but woes await him who
indulges in Mammon.
In Luke 6:24, rich means abounding in material resources,
and comfort means that which affords comfort or refreshment.
The rich here are not necessarily filthy rich, but merely those
who have more than they need and do not share with others
who have less than they need, such as a neighbor whose
poverty is apparent. The rich are those who are abundantly at
ease,12 well off, but do not care for the needy whom they see,
and whose need is obvious.
4
Matt 1:21 5 Rev 3:4 6 Ephesus 2:10; 1 Corinthians 3:12; 1 John 2:28; 4:17;
Rev 22:12 7 Matt 6:33 8 Matt 6:19-31; Luke 6:24 9 1 John 2:4 10 Matt 6:24
11
Luke 14:31-33; Revelation 19:14; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 12 Ezekiel 16:49
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To have one’s comfort in full speaks of the comfort he
enjoyed in this present life, which was gotten at the expense of
others who were not so well off. Likely candidates are unjust
businessmen, doctors, lawyers, dentists, Christian pastors,
psychologists, and politicians. They could think of little else
but themselves in their pursuit of riches and honor. They
obtained their comfort and pleasure through selfish ambition,
through their college degrees, assuring them more success and
opportunity to make it in this world, regardless of how they
hurt others in the process. They are included among those in
Revelation 22:15, according to how they made their living and
success. They prospered at the expense of others, to whom
they lied to gain the income that they wanted, but did not
need, except to fulfill their evil desire to gain more riches in this
life. Sooner or later, they are headed for what is promised by
the Word of God.
They can choose either this outcome:
But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction. (1 Timothy 6:9)
Or, this one:
Command those who are rich in this present age not to be
haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living
God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing
to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. (1
Timothy 6:17-19)
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Notice that in verse 9 it is the desire to be rich that leads
to ruin and destruction, whether or not you actually succeed
in becoming rich. It is in the decisions you make in the pursuit
of wealth and comfort that you push past your conscience and
hurt yourself and others.
But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death. (James 1:14-15)
Comfort in Full
Comfort is a condition of pleasurable ease or well-being,
which was their goal in life.13 The rich in Luke 6:24 are
contrasted with the poor in Luke 6:20 — those who need
lifting, who have fallen into
poverty from having their needs
taken by the predators — the rich
who want their comfort instead
of a good conscience. The poor
in Luke 6:20 are those with a
good conscience, who would
not gain wealth to the detriment
of others. The poor earn their
bread by their own hard labor.
They are not on welfare.14
So the one in Luke 6:24, who
is enjoying his comfort now, will
be denied any sort of comfort
throughout eternity in the
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second death sentence.15 This, as applied explicitly to “believers”
in 1 John 3:17, condemns the rich Christian who preferred to
have his physical comfort in this life, to the detriment of others
who are supposed to be his brothers.16
The Kingdom of God
The disciples were mostly poor men17 who had come to
trust in God, as Luke 6.20 says, “For yours is the Kingdom of
God.” They were promised God’s rule — the Kingdom. But
concerning the religious rich in Luke 6:24, the Messiah, the
Son of the Living God, lifted up His eyes and spoke to them
the woes in verses 24-26, and today, 2000 years later, He still
speaks through His true disciples.
So today, you have the choice. The opportunity is yours,
for not only do you have Moses and the prophets, as Luke 16:
31 says, but also the very words
of the Son of God are written
down for you by His very own
people, with His urgent plea.
Now is the time to repent as
in Luke 14:31-33. Lay all you
have at His feet, which is the
same as the feet of His disciples.
Surrender unconditionally to this
coming King while He is far off,
even as the first disciples did on
Ezekiel 16:49 14 Genesis 3:19; Isaiah
24:5 15 Romans 2:6-16; Revelation 20:
12-15 16 1 John 2:4; 3:14,16; John 9:41
17
1 Corinthians 1:26-29; James 2:5
13
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the day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2:36-47 and 4:32-37.
Don’t lie to the Holy Spirit as in Acts 5:1-11.
A Treasure Worth More than all the Riches
Many today forsake the treasure that is worth more than
all the riches and fame the world could offer. That treasure is
to know the true Messiah! There is only one way to get this
treasure; Messiah is the only One who has it. The treasure is
hidden right there in Him, as He said, “I am the way; I am
the truth; I am the life.”18 To circumvent Him is to circumvent
forgiveness and eternal life from the Father of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.
But the treasure has great cost to one’s flesh. It is a free gift,
but who does God give it to? To know the Father is to know
the true Son; to be loved by the Father requires one to love His
Son.19 He gives eternal life only to those who really trust in Him,
which means to obey the gospel of Messiah, requiring one to
abandon all — everything, including all of one’s possessions
— in order to be able to follow Him, just as He commands.20
Consider
what we say
and come to
see us! Our
addresses and
phone numbers
are on the
back, and our
web address is
there also! u
18

John 14:6 19 John 16:27 20 Mark 10:17-22,28-30
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SEEKING FIRST
THE KINGDOM

In Chattanooga
in 1975, the First
Presbyterian Church
on McCallie Avenue
closed
its
doors
with a sign stating,
“Closed for the Super
Bowl.” This was
“Super Bowl Sunday”
evening
service We recently noticed another chuch making
room for the Super Bowl in their worship
(called
vespers).
When we were turned away by that sign, it was the last time
we went to church. We started having our own meetings,
which we would never close for the love of the world and the
things of the world.
It would seem that Romans 5:5 and 1 John 2:15 go
together and show conclusively whether Romans 5:5 ever
happened. The whole church was watching the Super Bowl.
Is watching sports on TV one of the “things of the world” in
1 John 2:15-16? Could the Super Bowl qualify as one of these
three disorders for the disciples of Messiah?
“Everything that belongs to the world — what the sinful
self desires, what people see and want, and everything
—9—

in this world that people are so proud of — none of this
comes from the Father; it all comes from the world.” (1
John 2:16)
Are Christians disciples? That is the question! In Luke 14:
26-33, the Master qualified who is and who is not a disciple
of His.
John 17:14-16 speaks of disciples. Disciples are in the world,
but not of it. Gentiles are in the world and also of it. They may
go to church on Sunday, or may even be successful preachers,
but are still those who love the world and the things of the
world,1 like football, baseball, basketball, TV, movies, Internet
secrets, etc.
Gentiles refers to all
who are not saved from
self-life by the Blood of the
Lamb.2 The term gentiles
today includes both Jew
and Gentile, since no one
can technically call himself
a Jew today except those
who are true Jews.3
How then does Luke
Do you find this shocking?
12:22 apply to you?
What does He mean by “life”? Do not worry about your life.
Matthew 6:31-32 concerns the non-believer who is in the
world and of the world, considered a gentile or of the nations,
which is not necessarily condemning since everyone in the
world must make a living or else starve to death.
What, then, does He mean by Matthew 6:33? Who is He
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speaking to? Is He speaking to you, or are you then a gentile?
Since he said in Matthew 6:32, “For after all these things the
gentiles seek,” and, “For your Heavenly Father knows that
you need all these things,” but then He adds verse 33. Are
you one of the “you” in verse 33, or are you a gentile? These
two verses in Matthew 6:32-33 distinguish His disciples from
gentiles who are still in and of the world, though as 1 John 5:
13 (KJV) suggests, some who “believe” don’t know it. They
only believe in Him as the “believers” in John 2:23-25, but He
doesn’t believe in them. But as 1 John 5:13 says in the King
James Version, you can believe if you admit that you really
don’t.
To seek first for His kingdom is not just to recite the socalled “Lord’s Prayer,”4 but to actualize it in daily living in the
Body of Messiah,5 as was done in the first church, serving Him
where He is:6
“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life
in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves
Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there will My
servant be also.” (John 12:25-26)
He meant to hate whatever would stand in the way of
having eternal life, which was the very thing the rich young
ruler wouldn’t do:
17
And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up
and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what
1 John 2:15-17 2 Mark 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:15 3 Romans 2:28-29
Matthew 6:9-10 5 1 Corinthians 12:13; John 13:34-35; 17:20-23
6
Acts 2:36-47; 4:32-37
1
4
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must I do to inherit eternal life?”
And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him,
“You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
21

Peter began to say to
Him, “See, we have left
everything and followed
You.”

28

“Truly, I say to you,
there is no one who has
left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father
or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who
will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal
life.” (Mark 10:17,21-22,29-30; see also Matthew 19:16-30
and Luke 18:18-30)
This is included in what all disciples must be taught,7 as
well as what it means to be included in His family.8 Whoever
was willing to do the Father’s will would know the truth from
a lie,9 who is and who is not a true sent one.10
“And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” (Acts
5:32; see also 2 Thess 1:8-9 and John 3:36 in the NASB)
29
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All others will be left behind,11 since they did not obey the
gospel.12 If mothers, brothers, sisters, etc.,13 and all one’s own
possessions are not left behind, the supposed disciple will
himself be left behind when the Master comes, if he does not
leave everything behind to follow Him now.
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those
of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow Me is not
worthy of Me.” (Matthew 10:34-38)
“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were
already kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how great is my distress until it is accomplished! Do you
think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division. For from now on in one house there will
be five divided, three against two and two against three.
They will be divided, father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
7
Matthew 28:19-20 8 Mark 3:33-35 9 John 7:17 10 John 7:18; 13:20;
John 3:36; Luke 10:16; Romans 10:14-17; John 18:37; 1 John 4:6 11 2
Thessalonians 1:4-10 12 Mark 10:17-30 13 All family members who will not
also take up the cross must be left behind.
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daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” (Luke 12:49-53)
The arrival of the Kingdom forever changes human
relationships. It supersedes all other family, friends, possessions,
military service, or employment contracts — anything that
opposes one’s having eternal life and being a disciple of
Messiah must be left, forsaken, and renounced for the sake
of the Kingdom of God. In some cases, this means having
nothing more to do with one’s parents or family members,
if it is the only way one can obey Messiah, rather than being
left behind.14 Those in this Kingdom relationship (family, as the
Master defined it15) become the disciple’s dearest and closest
friends,16 nearer and dearer than all others.
We know that we have passed out of death into life,
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love
abides in death… By this we know love, that he laid down
his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers… And this is his commandment, that we believe
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another,
just as he has commanded us. (1 John 3:14,16,23)
What did the rich young ruler ask?17 Did he obey Christ?18
Did Peter?19 All who would obey this gospel will have eternal
life — with persecution from the family forsaken in obedience
to the gospel.20 So the Master said that only those who are
not of this world21 will have eternal life, and will be persecuted
by those who hate them, such as those parents and relatives
who show the utmost hatred to their children, or brother, or
sister because they were forsaken for the Kingdom of God.
(Of course, they could have followed also, and not been
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forsaken, if they had believed and obeyed the gospel.)
Being saved from this evil world system22 by receiving the
apostle’s word meant obedience to what He spoke to them.23
Matthew 10:24-39 is very revealing, and specifically verses 3739 — if you want to receive it.
Acts 2:36-41 — Not many of the multitude that day chose
to follow Him — only 3000 out of perhaps a million Jews in
Jerusalem. The cost was too high after the multitude heard
those “many other words” in Acts 2:40-41. But those who
believed chose to follow and obey Him, to be His disciples,
and gave up all, as Acts 2:44-45 gives clear evidence,24 and as
a result received eternal life. But persecution came from the
ones who hung on to their rotten, stinking lives.25
The gospel includes the command to deny oneself.26 The
call to discipleship demands that one completely abandon the
natural desire to seek for one’s own comfort, home, fortune,
power, etc., etc., etc. The good news of the gospel entails
Matthew 10:38 as well as John 3:36, and 2 Thessalonians
1:8-9, and Matthew 10:21-22,34-39. This is essential to the
obedience to the gospel. Just as Luke 14:26-33 and Mark 10:
17,28-30 are required, so also Matthew 10:34 and Luke 12:
49-53 is essential for eternal life, and is to be obeyed. For
God knows the heart27 in baptism, whether one will or will
not obey His gospel.28 The first disciples obeyed as in Acts 2:
2 Thessalonians 1:8 15 Mark 3:34-35 16 Proverbs 27:9 17 Mark 10:17
Mark 10:21-22 19 Mark 10:28 20 Mark 10:30; Luke 14:26; Phil 1:29; John
15:18 21 John 17:1 22 Acts 2:38-41 23 Acts 5:32; John 3:36 24 Luke 14:33;
Mark 10:29-30 25 Matthew 16:24-26 26 Matthew 10:38 27 Romans 10:9-10
28
John 2:23-25
14

18
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44-45, without hesitation, because the gospel was preached
to them,29 and they sat at the apostles’ feet if they needed
additional clarification.
So we can see where much of the persecution comes
from30 — from one’s own household, which he had to forsake
to be saved, to receive the Holy Spirit in baptism. That is,
Matthew 10:36 is true because the gospel includes verses 3739. So who can argue against the truth of the gospel?
This is how the first community was formed, without
an orientation session. They received a brand new life and
formed a brand new culture,31 composed of the hundred
houses, farms, and new family members who would dwell in
those houses, work on those farms — yes, with persecution as
Mark 10:30 promises, but eternal life is worth it all. What can
be compared with the value of eternal life?
Persecutions mostly come from the family they had to
leave behind to follow Messiah32 (since they would not follow
Him also33), but those who endure to the end as verse 13 bear
the witness of verse 14. The witness prophesied in Malachi 1:
11 bears the fruit of Matthew 21:43, which is the testimony
before all, borne at the proper (due) time.34 That love and
oneness could only come from this new kind of people in John
13:34-35 and 17:20-23, in a new family life and new culture,
being the royal priesthood of 1 Peter 2:9-10, which is all God
ever wanted from natural Israel as a twelve-tribed nation.35
But Matthew 21:43 had to be the ones who gave it to Him.36
Who then is worthy of Messiah, to have eternal life, to be
His very own disciple, to possess the sonship of His Father?
No one can come to Messiah except the Father draw him to
— 16 —

Messiah, to where He is.37 Now the Father uses His many sons
to work through, to be the mediators between the world and
His only begotten Son, being co-workers with Messiah and
the Father.38 There is one mediator, Messiah, between man
and the Father. He is the way to the Father, but He has given
us, His newborn sons, the royal priesthood, the “mediatorship” between the world and His Son, Yahshua the Messiah.
No one can come to Messiah except through us, who are
called “the Way”39 — the way to the Son, and the Son is the
way to the Father. There is no other way.40
But who are those in 2 Corinthians 11:4,13-15, and on
whose behalf do they mediate? Who forms a denomination
of people who call themselves Christians? They are in no way
following the Judean pattern.41 If the same Messiah and the
same Spirit empowers the same gospel, you come up with the
same Yahshua. But, on the other hand, if someone comes and
is not sent from where Messiah is,42 you end up with another
form of church. You end up with an organized religion and
someone called “Jesus Christ,” and the church no longer
resembles the one in Acts 2 and 4, which John 13:35 and 17:
20-23 is the witness of.43
Acts 2:39-41 30 Matthew 10:34-36 31 2 Corinthians 5:17 32 Matthew 24:
9-12 33 All who won’t leave behind all for Messiah will be left behind when
He returns, since a disciple must leave one place to go to another, even as
Abraham was commanded in Genesis 12:1. 34 1 Timothy 2:6 35 Exodus 19:
5-6 36 Acts 26:6-8; Isaiah 49:6,8; Genesis 15:17-18; 18:19; Matthew 19:28;
Deuteronomy 26:18 37 John 6:44; 12:26 38 1 Timothy 2:5 39 Acts 9:2; 16:
17; 18:25-26; 19:9,23; 22:4; 24:14,22 40 John 13:20; Luke 10:16; Romans
10:14-17; Matthew 10:40-41; John 7:17-18; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 41 1
Thessalonians 2:14 42 John 12:26; 1 John 4:2-3 43 1 John 4:1-6
29
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Matthew 21:43 and 24:14, and Acts 4:32, for example,
are the testimony of John 17:21, as inspired by the apostles,44
of whom it is true that to receive them is to receive Yahshua
Himself. He has a Body on earth, who represent Him to the
world as a living testimony of the coming Kingdom45 in those
days.46 “Those days” are the latter days of this age — the end
times.47
Daniel 2:35 is the purpose of our lives, to bring about what
God promised Abraham in Genesis 15:17-18.48 It was He who
made the oath, which has never been fulfilled, and Matthew
19:28 is the promise of that hope, which Paul said our twelve
tribes hope to see fulfilled for them in the next age.49 Hebrews
10:13 brings in His return.50
Revelation 17:12 goes back to Daniel 7:24 and 2:44. The
faithful are those with Him in Revelation 17:14 and 19:14, who
are still following Him.51 We come up to be with Him as those
who are still with Him,52 not ashamed of Him,53 accompanying
Him on white horses,54 and then after Revelation 20:
3, the 1000-year reign begins.55 Those who were faithful
in Revelation 17:14 will rule with Him on earth for 1000
years.56 Those who were faithful overcame His enemies,57
showing that they were worthy of Him.58 What does worthy
mean in Revelation 3:4 and Matthew 10:37? Worthy means
comparable, suitable, deserving of our Master, and suitable to
be His reward in Revelation 3:5.
Suitable means appropriate to reign with Him over the
earth. The one who was not worthy of Him — who did not
live for Him, overcome for Him, did not love Him or obey Him
— would be very inappropriate to reign with Him. It would
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be inappropriate for him to hear the words from our Master,
“Well done, My good and faithful servant.”
Comparable means admitting of comparison; equivalent
to Him in purpose and faithfulness to His cause and purpose.
Worthy means having the worth, merit, or value to
reign with Him. It means honorable to the extent of being
found worthy to rule over five or ten cities.59 It means being
admirable, deserving, worthy of such acclaim as, “Well done,
My good and faithful servant!”60
To not be found worthy in 2 Corinthians 5:10 means
that we are not worthy to reign with Him, not able to be
entrusted with the responsibilities and honor of being a ruler.
The unworthy were not worthy, because they did not take
advantage of every opportunity they had to be faithful to
Him.61
In Luke 6:24, “But woe to you…” the you addresses those
who do not listen to the good news in order to be among
those who are blessed.62 All who are rich, full, laugh, and
those whom all men speak well of — this is applied to them. It
is clear that He was speaking to the Jews, as verse 26 speaks
of the prophets who were spoken well of by all, which had
to be false prophets.63 No true prophet was spoken well of
John 17:20 45 Matthew 24:14; Daniel 2:44 46 Daniel 2:28; 7:24; 12:1-2;
Revelation 17:12 47 Daniel 2:34-35,44,45 48 Jeremiah 34:18 49 Romans 11:
12-15; Isaiah 49:6,8; Acts 26:6-8 50 Matthew 21:43; 24:14; Revelation 11:
15; 17:14 51 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 52 Matthew 12:30 53 Mark 8:34-38
54
Revelation 19:11-21 55 Revelation 20:1-6 56 Revelation 5:9-10 57 Hebrews
10:13; Revelation 3:5 58 Revelation 3:4; Matthew 10:37 59 Luke 19:13
60
Revelation 17:14 61 Revelation 20:5; 2:11; 3:5 62 Luke 6:20-26 63 Jeremiah
23:16-20
44
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by all.64 Prophets inspired by Satan are false prophets who
are spoken well of by the world and its leaders.65 Those who
do not deceive multitudes are not Satan’s ministers, such as
certain doomsday prophets who only deceived the few who
followed them. They did not deceive the world at large, but
instead the world did not receive them as true prophets. But
our Master66 and Paul67 are speaking about such ministers as
have deceived two billion people today, and millions more
down through history.
Of whom does the world speak well
today?68 For sure, Billy Graham, and all
the great evangelists of Christianity, the
world’s most popular and elevated religion.
No other man who has ever lived is lifted
to a higher position of popularity and
goodness than Billy Graham, especially as a
man of God. Even Hollywood elevated him
to the highest position among Christian
counterparts by his star on Hollywood
Boulevard, “to be remembered by the
gospel he preached.”
Paul spoke of such men.69 Amidst
praise70 and adoration71 they pervert the gospel of Messiah,
so as to be accursed — anathema.72 They are those who claim
to love our Master Yahshua, and call Him their Master or
Lord, but actually love the praise of men and are motivated to
preach for this cause.73
As for the Christian seminaries, according to their essential
nature, no one today gains acceptance if not trained in a
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school comparable to Revelation 2:9 and 3:9. One must earn
a Master’s degree or Ph.D. in one of these dens of demons.
When fully trained, they will be like their teacher. To be fully
successful, one must excel in his training school or seminary
to be a “Doctor of Divinity,” so as to be addressed as the
Reverend Dr. Billy Graham, etc.
The word Reverend, as when one addresses a man of God,
of “the collar,” means one deserving of reverence. It is a title
of dignity and respect for the Christian cleric. A Reverend of
the Christian religion is one who deserves profound awe and
respect — a cleric whom one is to regard with deference and
devotion.
Deference means that since he has earned this title, one
must give him the due respect of submission or courteousness,
yielding to his awesome learning, as being schooled to
represent God Himself, being a Reverend or a Doctor of
Divine-ity (the doctor’s degree of being divine).
Courteous means graciously considerate to his awesome
knowledge and understanding, wisdom, and kindness.74
Divinity means the state or quality of being divine or God.
Doctor is one licensed to practice his learned specialty; one
holding the highest, most elevated position of respect and
honor among men, holding an academic degree awarded by
a recognized university of higher learning. A doctor is qualified
to practice medical treatment, or, if a doctor in religion,
64
Acts 7:52 65 2 Corinthians 11:14-15, speaking of Satan and his ministers 66
Luke 6:24 67 2 Corinthians 11:15 68 Luke 6:26
69
2 Corinthians 11:5,13-15; Philippians 3:18-19 70 John 12:43 71 John 7:18;
Galatians 1:7-8 72 1 Corinthians 16:22 73 James 1:14-15 74 2 Corinthians
11:14-15
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qualified to practice bamboozlement — to bamboozle75 the
masses of people into believing that they have eternal life
and that they are going to heaven when they die. The greater
their degree, the better they can hoodwink.76 Their end will
be according to how many they brought into bondage of
Revelation 18:2 and 2 Corinthians 11:20 by the falsehood and
deception in them.77 The more unrighteous they are, the more
they can deceive the masses into believing in Jesus — a false
gospel and a false Messiah — whose end will be according to
how much they deceived the masses.
There can be a true sent one and a false sent one.78
The sent one, in order to be received,79 must be one who is
seeking the glory of the One who sent
him. The one who
The clergy-laity
system began
sent him must be the
subtly at first.
true God and Father

2 Corinthians 2:17 — to make merchandise of; some manuscripts read
“the rest of the hucksters” — those who use religion for personal gain,
peddling for a profit; they corrupt or compromise the gospel; John 7:18 76 2
Corinthians 11:15 77 John 7:18, NIV 78 John 7:18 79 John 13:20

75
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of our Master Yahshua. The one who hears80 must be willing
to do God’s will. The one who is sent must be righteous.81
There can be no falsehood or deceit in him.82 To reject this
sent one is to reject Messiah.83 A true sent one84 is the only
mediator between man and Messiah, and Messiah is the only
mediator between man and God. We are co-workers.85
Beware those who desire the position of Bishop86 — a
position, being put in position, a place of high honor.87 Is it
by decree or by one’s own personal strife for recognition and
prestige?88 From this word Bishop, this position, in later years,
when organized religion took over, the monarchical episcopate
developed, as the overseers. The Nicolaitan system89 came
out of this spirit in 3 John 1:9, which the Christian church is
steeped in today.
Nicolaitan means having dominion over the people by
decree, not by right of the will of the people. It is the opposite
of one who would have a humble opinion of himself,90 who is
not covetous, and who rules his own family well,91 and who
takes care of the Community of Yahweh.92 To take care of93
is to look after, to oversee by the gift and grace of the Spirit.
No grace can be added to his gift if he is not humble, for God
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.94 Can you
imagine a leader or elder ruling without grace from God?95 A
tyrant he must be to rule the saints! u
Romans 10:17 81 Matthew 10:41 82 Romans 10:14-17; 2 Corinthians 4:2-5;
John 7:18 83 1 Timothy 2:5; Luke 10:16 84 as the righteous man in Matthew
10:41 85 1 Corinthians 3:9 86 1 Timothy 3:1 87 1 Timothy 5:17 88 John 7:18;
3 John 1:9 89 Revelation 2:6,15 90 1 Timothy 3:2 91 1 Timothy 3:4, which
disqualifies many who strive to be first 92 1 Timothy 3:5 93 as visit in James 1:
27 94 James 4:6 95 1 Peter 4:10-11
80
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All Believers Are Together
and share all things in common. (Acts 2:44)
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