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The Unshakable Certainty

Y

ou brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?”

thundered Yochanan, son of Zechariah, as

The

Unshakable
Certainty

he stood waist-deep in the Jordan River and
watched the religious leaders of Israel gather
on the riverbank.1 It wasn’t what they wanted
to hear, nor were they expecting it. After all,
they were God’s people, weren’t they? So why
this scathing rebuke?
——

It was obvious to Yochanan
that the ax was already laid
at the root of their fruitless
branches — the time for reform
had passed. The tree was dead,
and Yochanan had been born for
the very purpose of pronouncing
it so, and preparing the way for
the Messiah, as his father had
prophesied,
“And you, child, will be called
the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord
to prepare his ways, to give
knowledge of salvation to

his people in the forgiveness
of their sins, because of the
tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit
us from on high to give light to
those who sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of
peace.” (Luke 1:76-79, ESV)
Zechariah, an aged priest at
the time of his son’s birth, had
known well the condition of
Israel. His people were in dire
need of salvation, for in spite
of their great heritage they

were sitting in darkness and
the shadow of death. His heart
ached for his people. And in the
thirty years since he had spoken
those words, the darkness of
their fallen religion had only
increased. How Zechariah’s
heart would have pounded if he
could have seen and heard his
son that day.
But when Yochanan saw
Yahshua2 of Nazareth, whom
he knew to be the Messiah,
coming down the riverbank
toward him to be baptized, his

Matthew 3:1-17 is one account of the ministry of the man commonly called “John the Baptist.” 2 Yahshua is the Hebrew
name which is commonly rendered as Jesus in English. See page 18 for a more in-depth explanation.
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confidence was shaken. Who
was he to baptize the Messiah?
His objection received only
the cryptic response, “Permit
it at this time; for in this way
it is fitting for us to fulfill
all righteousness.” At that,
he immersed Yahshua into
the muddy waters, and as He
emerged, Yochanan saw what
appeared to be a dove alight
upon Him, and heard a voice
from heaven saying, “You are My
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”3
Why did the Messiah Himself
need to be baptized? And why
did the Father speak those

words audibly to His Son as
soon as He emerged from the
waters? The answers to these
questions touch the very nature
and purpose of the Son of God
— His humanity and divinity. In
past centuries many have died
over questions such as these,
and even today there are some
who would call for our blood, if
they could, for writing what you
are about to read. But for those
who love the truth, these words
will ring true and answer some
of the deepest questions of your
heart.
——

God or Man?
It is a well-established
doctrine in Christianity that
Jesus is both fully God and fully
Man, but what exactly does this
mean? What are the practical
implications for those who look
to Him as their Savior? Most
of us have grown up with the
image of baby Jesus with a halo
on his head, and pictures of a
striking, handsome adult Jesus.
Even the typical pictures of the
crucifixion show a fair-skinned,
unblemished man with a little
slit in his side and a placid
expression on his face. Who

can identify with such a Jesus,
so beautiful in his perfection,
unaffected by sufferings?
But the scriptures give quite
a different picture. They tell
of a man who was physically
unimpressive,4 the son of a poor
Hebrew woman,5 who for most of
His life worked as a carpenter.6
Although He was miraculously
conceived, few people took
notice of this fact. And although
there are fanciful things written
about Him in apocryphal
writings, the Bible gives only a

small but essential glimpse of
His upbringing.
His family had gone to
Jerusalem for the Passover and
discovered on their way home
that Yahshua was not in their
company. Evidently He was a
trusted son whom they assumed
was serving in some way
amongst their caravan, perhaps
helping care for the animals.
They returned to Jerusalem and
searched for several days before
they found Him in the Temple,
amazing the teachers with His

understanding of the scriptures.
He seemed surprised that they
hadn’t known where to find Him,
and they were equally surprised
by His question, “Did you not
know that I must be about my
Father’s business?”
Although His parents knew
that He was destined to be the
Messiah of Israel, clearly they
did not expect Him to come
into that role so young, nor
did they understand what it
entailed. But this brief snapshot
of His life shows His fascination

3
Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22 4 Isaiah 53:2-3 5 Luke 2:24 shows that Joseph and Mary gave the offering permitted in the Law
(Leviticus 12:8) for those who were too poor to offer a lamb. 6 Mark 6:3
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with the scriptures and how
He gave Himself to the task
of understanding them. This
story begins and ends with two
similar statements that show a
progression taking place:
And the child grew and
became strong in spirit, filled
with wisdom; and the grace of
God was upon Him. … And

Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with
God and men. (Luke 2:40,52)
Yahshua was not born with
the awareness of who He was or
what lay ahead of Him. He was
born a human baby just like any
other healthy baby, except for
two invisible qualities: first, that
He had not inherited Adam’s

fallen nature,7 and second, that
His human spirit was one with
the divine Spirit.8 Neither of
these differences from the rest
of humanity would be readily
apparent, however, in a newborn
baby. The effects of the Fall take
time to be manifested in human
babies, and the soul’s awareness
of the spiritual realm also takes

The ovum in Mary’s womb had been fertilized by a preserved pure human seed, untainted by the fall of Adam, miraculously
implanted in her womb by God. This is implied by Luke 1:35, and confirmed in 1 Corinthians 15:45, where the apostle
Paul calls Yahshua the second or last Adam. Just as the first Adam was created sinless, so the second Adam was born in
that same pure state, unaffected by the first Adam’s fall. 8 The eternally existing Word of God (John 1:1), who is one with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, was “enfleshed” (John 1:14) in the human body prepared for Him (Hebrews 10:5) in Mary’s
womb. This is the miracle called incarnation. In John 18:37, Yahshua spells it out: “For this cause I was born, and for this
cause I have come into the world…” A human son was born, and in the same event, the eternally existing, divine Word of
God came into the world to dwell in that human son.
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time to develop. So although
He must certainly have been a
remarkably peaceful baby, He
was yet a baby, with a baby’s soul
— intellect, will, and emotions.
From that point He grew, both
physically and in the maturity of
His soul.
Soul and Spirit
Human beings are spiritual
creatures. A man’s soul is like
the sails on a ship, designed to be
filled with a spirit just as a ship’s
sails are filled with the wind, so
as to propel his life on a course.
The human spirit (distinct from
the soul) was designed as his

vital connection to the Spirit
of man’s Creator, the means by
which man (male and female)
could orient his soul so as to be
filled with that Spirit. Adam was
created with this vital connection
intact, with the infinite potential
of having his soul (intellect, will,
and emotions) fully available
to his Creator so as to fulfill
his created purpose. But when
Adam fell, that vital connection
was severed. Man’s spirit lay
dormant, and his soul lay
vulnerable to whatever spirit he
was exposed to, just like a ship
adrift in the sea.
There are both good and evil
——

spirits at large on the earth. The
good spirits have commonly
been called angels, while the bad
have been called demons. They
are both normally invisible; just
like the wind, their presence can
only be discerned by their effect.
Most people are not sensitive
enough to realize when they
are being propelled by a spirit,
and some even deny their very
existence. But spiritual creature
that he is, a man’s soul is always
being affected by spiritual forces.
Fortunately, he has a conscience
by which he instinctively knows
good from evil. The conscience
is like a compass by which a

man can orient his “ship” so
as to spill an errant wind from
his sails, or to fill them with a
fair breeze, according to where
he wants his life to go, or what
effect he wants it to have on
others. But the tragic reality is
that man’s fallen inclination to
satisfy his short-sighted selfish
desires makes him at best an
imperfect helmsman and at
worst a menace to all afloat on
the “sea” of life. As a result, all
men’s souls are ravaged and in
eternal peril.

Son of Man and Son of God
Enter the Son of Man,
conceived by means of an
unfallen human seed and
possessed of a human spirit
vitally connected, indeed fused
together with the Spirit of His
heavenly Father. His soul, as
it developed and matured, was
always sensitive to that Spirit,
fully yielded to the divine Word
within Him. It was not that He
had no choice in the matter. He
had a free human will with which
He had to make choices, just
as any human being. He had to
face the temptations common to
——

all men, and overcome them by
the strength of His communion
with His Father. The writer of the
letter to the Hebrews repeatedly
emphasizes this fact:
Inasmuch
then
as
the
children have partaken of
flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same…
Therefore, in all things He had
to be made like His brethren,
that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself
has suffered, being tempted,

He is able to aid those who are
tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18)
For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but one
who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without
sin. (Hebrews 4:15)
In the days of His flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to Him who was
able to save Him from death,
and He was heard because
of His reverent submission.
Although He was a son, He
learned obedience through

what He suffered. And being
made perfect, He became the
source of eternal salvation to
all who obey Him… (Hebrews
5:7-9)
These verses are meaningless
if He was not fully human,
having a free will by which He
could choose to obey or disobey
both His earthly parents and
His heavenly Father. It says He
learned obedience through what
He suffered. It does not mean
that He was ever rebellious and
had to suffer the consequences,
for He did not ever sin, but His
obedience was perfected as He
——

gave Himself to it. It was not
an effortless matter for Him to
overcome temptation. All His
life, from His childhood until the
day He died, He suffered greatly
to make the right choices, to
deny what would be pleasant or
comfortable to His flesh when
it was in conflict with the will of
His earthly parents as a child, or
His heavenly Father as an adult.
As a child, the temptations that
came to Him and the suffering
required to resist them were
those common to children. But
as He grew up, the temptations
were greater and the suffering
greater. He increased in His

capacity to give Himself to the
suffering and surrender His will
to His Father’s will.9 This was
the learning10 that prepared Him
for the greatest suffering of all
— the cross and the agonies of
death. It was out of love that He
gave Himself to His suffering.
For the Joy set before Him
The Spirit that was in Him
bonded Him to the heart of His
Father and gave Him the courage
and determination to fulfill His
purpose. But just as overcoming
temptation wasn’t automatic for
9
11

Him, neither was it automatic or
effortless for Him to understand
who He was or the cause for
which He was born. He began life
as a human baby, and His mind
at birth was ready and waiting to
be filled, just as that of any other
human baby. He did not have a
“crystal ball” with which to see
into the future. Even in the last
days of His time on earth He did
not know the day or the hour
when He would return; only the
Father knew that.11 But what He
clearly did know by that time was

“everything in the Scriptures
concerning Himself.”12
Yahweh, the God of Israel,
very carefully selected the best
possible mother and fosterfather to raise His Son. He chose
the most humble and most
spiritual man and woman from
the line of David out of the small
remnant who were truly “waiting
for the consolation of Israel.”13
He sent His chief messenger,
the angel Gabriel, to prepare
both Miriam and Yoceph14 for
the responsibility that was

Matthew 26:39; Luke 22:42 10 The Greek word translated as learned means to increase; to learn by use and practice.
Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7 12 Luke 24:27 13 Luke 2:25 14 “Mary and Joseph” in English.
—10—

being given to them, making it
perfectly clear to them that this
miraculously conceived child
entrusted to them was destined
to be the Messiah.15
But far from being puffed up
or boastful about their Son’s
destiny, they quietly shouldered
the awesome responsibility to
raise Him in a way that would
help prepare Him for that
destiny. Surely they filled Him
with the stories of their people:
of the faith of Abraham and
the promise made to him; of
his sacrifice of Isaac; of Jacob
15

Luke 1:32-33; Matthew 1:21

and his twelve sons; of their
deliverance from Egypt; of Moses
and the Law; of the Levitical
priesthood, the tabernacle and
the sacrifices; of the crossing of
the Jordan and the conquest of
Canaan; of the judges and kings
of Israel; of the words of the
prophets and the consequences
of not heeding them, and
of course the wisdom of the
Proverbs. And surely as Yahshua
learned to read the scriptures
for Himself, He filled His soul
with them, praying earnestly
for the wisdom and insight to
understand
their
meaning,
struggling to know who He
—11—

was and what the prophets had
spoken of Him. The divine Spirit
in Him revealed to Him who He
was very gradually as He matured
and as He earnestly sought to
know His Father’s heart and
mind. That is how the Spirit is
with all His own people — He
hides Himself so that they will
diligently seek Him, just as King
David taught his son Solomon:
“As for you, my son Solomon,
know the God of your father,
and serve Him with a loyal
heart and with a willing mind;
for the LORD searches all
hearts and understands all

the intent of the thoughts. If
you seek Him, He will be found
by you; but if you forsake Him,
He will cast you off forever.”
(1 Chronicles 28:9)
Yahshua also observed the
troubling realities of life among
His people. He saw the grinding
poverty of many, and the callous
disregard of it by the wealthy
few who were often among the
religious elite. He saw the lame
and blind animals the merchants
were selling in the temple courts,
and observed who bought them.
He took note of the long and
pretentious public prayers of

the Pharisees, and the humble
masses of the common people,
like sheep without a shepherd,
longing to be led out of the
futility of their lives.
Set like Flint
Compassion for His people
and the compelling urgency of
the Word of God welled up in
His soul in steadily increasing
measure and clarity over the
years that He labored as a
carpenter in Galilee, waiting for
the fullness of time. When He
heard that Yochanan had begun
preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom
—12—

of heaven is at hand! Prepare the
way of the Lord; make His paths
straight,” echoing the words of
the prophet Malachi,16 His heart
began to pound. “Was this the
time? Was He really the one?”
Many “messiahs” had come and
gone before Him. All had thought
that they were Israel’s liberation,
but proved to be just thieves
and robbers, leaving the people
drowning in disappointment and
despair. Was He ready to walk the
prophetic path that lay before
Him? He was under no illusion
as to where it would end. The
words of the prophet Isaiah were
engraved in His heart:

He was despised and rejected
by men; a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief; and
as one from whom men hide
their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not.
Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet
we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for
our transgressions; he was
crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his
stripes we are healed. All we
16

Matthew 3:2-3; Malachi 3:1 17 Isaiah 50:4-7

like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to
his own way; and the LORD
has laid on him the iniquity of
us all. He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth; like a lamb that
is led to the slaughter, and like
a sheep that before its shearers
is silent, so he opened not his
mouth. By oppression and
judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off
out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression
—13—

of my people? (Isaiah 53:3-8,
ESV)
Having made His decision,
Yahshua walked down the banks
of the muddy Jordan River, His
face set like flint17 to accomplish
the purpose for which He was
born. His countenance bore the
mark of that inner struggle and
the determination of His soul. He
had us in mind. In the Jews who
came to be baptized by John,
the Law had done its full work
— they came because of their
sense of sin and guilt, which the
ritual sacrifice of the blood of

goats could not extinguish. Sin
drove them to the voice of hope.
They felt their need for God
and the forgiveness of God, for
freedom from the consciousness
of sin and guilt.18 In His baptism,
Yahshua identified Himself with
sinful man; He took upon Himself
their sorrow, their contrition,19
their search for God, and became
one in heart with the men He
came to save.
To every man comes the
moment within his heart and
soul of a little shiver of doubt, a
faint question mark, the terrible
feeling that he may be mistaken,
the grim possibility that he may

be on the wrong road. Yahshua’s
baptism was the moment when
the last of these questions
perished forever. As He emerged
from the waters, the voice that
He most desired to hear rang
out loud and clear, audible for
the first time to His natural
ears, “You are My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.”20
In that moment He knew in the
deepest recesses of His heart that
His Father was God and He was
His Son. He received the utter
conviction of the approval of His
Father, of the certainty of His
will for Him — the unshakable
certainty that He was the Son
—14—

of God, the Messiah of Israel, as
revealed in the Prophets.
It was not for the sake of the
crowd that His Father spoke
in an audible voice, but to
confirm in His beloved Son the
absolute truth of all that He
had understood in His years of
preparation, and to give Him the
unshakable certainty that He was
on course to do His Father’s will.
His preparation was over and the
task had begun. The Holy Spirit
rested upon Him like a dove to
empower Him for all that lay
ahead of Him, beginning with the
first test:

And Jesus, full of the Holy
Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the wilderness for
forty days, being tempted by
the devil. And he ate nothing
during those days. And when
they were ended, he was
hungry… (Luke 4:1-2)
It was no accident that the
first challenge from the evil one
was to His very identity: “If you
are the Son of God…” He needed
the unshakable certainty of who
He was in order to endure this
testing. Had He given in to the evil
18

one’s taunting to seek His own
comfort or glory, He would have
sinned and disqualified Himself
from being the sacrifice for our
sins. Instead, by maintaining
His communion with the Holy
Spirit even at the end of His
physical strength, He overcame
the persistent temptations of the
evil one, and when He had passed
the test in the wilderness, angels
came to nourish and strengthen
Him.21
The test was real, with the
real possibility of failure. It
was not a performance by God

Luke 7:29-30 19 Isaiah 57:15; 53:4 20 Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22 21 Matthew 4:11
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masquerading as a man. It was
the very real suffering of a very
real man who overcame through
the spiritual communion He
maintained with His Father in
heaven based on the unshakable
certainty that He was a son doing
His Father’s will. That is how He
lived His entire life, and that is
how He expects His followers to
live their lives, overcoming by the
means of grace He opened up for
them.
Because He overcame as a
man, He was able to take man’s
place in death. On the cross He

said, “It is finished.” 22 He had
finished the course23 He had
begun at His baptism, having
maintained vital communion with
His Father, never committing sin
to His dying breath. Never once
did He have a complaint against
His Father. He knew who He was
and what He was to do. Then,
in the final moments of His life,
the full weight of our sins came
upon Him.24 In that instant, His
Father turned His face from Him
for the first time in His life. He
cried out, “MY GOD, MY GOD,
22
28

WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN
ME!” Then He went into death
— as a man, alone, without the
help of His Father — which is
exactly what awaits all who die
without a sacrifice for their sins.
As gruesome and terrible as His
dying on the cross was, it was
in death, which is unimaginably
worse, that He actually paid for
man’s sin.25
His unblemished life was an
acceptable sacrifice, the spotless
Lamb of God that paid for our
sins.26 Just as He took identity

with us in His baptism, utterly
committing His life to die for us,
so also in our baptism we must be
united with Him in His death,27
utterly committing our lives to
live for Him.28 Apart from the
total surrender and abandonment
of our lives, we cannot have the
unshakable certainty that we are
sons of God who are doing His
will by the grace and strength
He provides. And apart from that
unshakable certainty we will not
overcome the temptations of the
evil one, but will instead seek our

John 19:30 23 Luke 13:22,32 (ESV, RSV) 24 2 Corinthians 5:21; Isaiah 53:6,10,11 25 Romans 6:23 26 John 1:29 27 Romans 6:1-7
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
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own comfort and glory.
There must be a people
who will walk in the same
way in which He walked,29
having the same unshakable
certainty that He had, in order
for the evil ruler of this age to
be bound and for Yahshua
the Messiah to return and
establish His kingdom on this
earth.30 Do you long for that

unshakable certainty that you
are His son, doing His will in
His Body on earth? He lives in
every place where His people
dwell together in unity, lifting
up holy hands without wrath
or dissension.31 That is where
He honors His sons who serve
Him by the grace and strength
He provides.32 n

1 John 2:6; Colossians 1:10 30 Hebrews 10:13; Revelation 19:7; Acts
3:21 — This speaks of the restoration of all things in the next age,
after Messiah’s return, when the promise to Abraham will be fulfilled,
restoring the land to Abraham’s descendents, ruled over by Messiah and
His apostles from the first century, as He prophesied in Matthew 19:28.
31
1 Timothy 2:8; John 17:20-23 32 John 12:25-26
29
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vÊ Ì iÀiÊ Ü>ÃÊ iÊ
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Ì }ÊÊ``½ÌÊii`ÊÌÊ}iÌÊÛÛi`Ê
ÜÌ ]ÊÌÊÜ>ÃÊÃiÊÃÌÀ>}iÊÀi}°Ê
-Ê Ê `iV`i`Ê ÌÊ ÃÌiiÀÊ Vi>ÀÊ vÊ
Ì i°
-Ê iÛiÌÕ>ÞÊ Ì iÀiÊ Ê Ü>ÃÊ Ê
Vi}i]Ê ÃÌÊ ÛiÀÞÊ iÞÊ >`Ê ÃÌÊ
Ãi>ÀV }°Ê -iÊ vÀi`ÃÊ >`Ê
ÛÌi`ÊiÊÌÊÃiÛiÀ>ÊVViÀÌÃÊÌ >ÌÊ
ÜÕ`ÊLiÊ >««i}ÊÌ >ÌÊÃÕiÀ°Ê
Ê`iV`i`ÊÌÊ}ÊÜÌ ÊÌ i°ÊÌÊiÊ
vÊ Ì iÊ wÀÃÌÊ VViÀÌÃ]Ê Ê Ã>ÜÊ Ì >ÌÊ
Ã>iÊ LÕÃÊ >`Ê Ê Ü>ÃÊ ÃÌ>ÌÞÊ
ÌÀ}Õi`Ê>}>°Ê-iÌ }Ê>LÕÌÊ
Ì iÃiÊ «i«iÊ Ãiii`Ê ÃÊ Ã«iV>]Ê
LÕÌ]ÊÊ >`ÊÌÊÀi`ÊÞÃiv]ÊÌ iÞÊ
``½ÌÊvÜÊÌ iÊ-ÊvÊ`°ÊÌÊ >`Ê
LiiÊ>ÊVÕ«iÊvÊÞi>ÀÃÊÃViÊÊ >`Ê
wÀÃÌÊ ViÊ Ê VÌ>VÌÊ ÜÌ Ê Ì i°Ê
Ê >`Ê }iÊ ÞÊ Ü>Þ]Ê Ãi>ÀV }Ê vÀÊ

ÃiÌ }Ê Ài>]Ê LÕÌÊ >`Ê vÕ`Ê
Ì }°
ÌÊiÊvÊÌ ÃiÊVViÀÌÃ]ÊÊÜ>ÃÊ
Ü>}Ê Ì ÀÕ} Ê Ì iÊ «>À}Ê ÌÊ
>`Ê Ã>ÜÊ >Ê }`Ê vÀi`Ê vÊ i°Ê
"``ÞÊiÕ} ]Ê iÊÜ>ÃÊÃÌÌ}ÊÛiÀÞÊ
i>ÀÊ Ì >ÌÊ LÕÃ°Ê iÊ Ü>ÃÊ Ì>}Ê
ÜÌ Ê ÃiiÊ >`Ê Ê Ã>ÌÊ `ÜÊ ÌÊ
ÊÌ iÊVÛiÀÃ>Ì°ÊvÌiÀÊ>ÊviÜÊ
ÕÌiÃ]Ê Ê >Ãi`Ê Ê Ü iÌ iÀÊ iÊ
iÜÊ>ÞÌ }Ê>LÕÌÊÌ >ÌÊLÕÃ°ÊiÊ
Ì`Ê iÊ Ì >ÌÊ Ê Ã Õ`Ê Ì>Ê ÌÊ Ì iÊ
Ì iÀÊ>]ÊLiV>ÕÃiÊ iÊÜ>ÃÊ«>ÀÌÊvÊ
Ì iÊVÕÌÞÊÌ >ÌÊÜ>ÃÊÌÀ>Ûi}Ê
ÊÌ iÊLÕÃ°Ê
ÊÜ>ÃÊiÝVÌi`]ÊÃViÊÊ >`ÊiÛiÀÊ
>VÌÕ>ÞÊÌ>i`ÊÌÊ>ÞiÊvÀÊÌ iÊ
LÕÃÆÊÊ >`ÊÕÃÌÊ i>À`ÊÌ }ÃÊ>LÕÌÊ
Ì i°Ê / iÊ Ì }ÃÊ Ê >`Ê i>À`Ê

>LÕÌÊ Ì iÊ vÜ}Ê º9> Ã Õ>»Ê
>`Êi«ÌÊiÊ>Ü>ÞÊvÀÊ>ÃÌÊÌÜÊ
Þi>ÀÃ°Ê ÕÌÊ Ê Ü>ÃÊ vÕÊ vÊ µÕiÃÌÃÊ
>LÕÌÊ Ì iÊ VÕÌÞÊ >`Ê Ü >ÌÊ
Ì iÞÊ LiiÛi`°Ê ÞÊ wÀÃÌÊ µÕiÃÌÊ
Ü>Ã]ÊvÊVÕÀÃi]Êº ÊÞÕÊLiiÛiÊÊ
Ì iÊ-ÊvÊ`¶»
/Ê ÞÊ ÃÕÀ«ÀÃi]Ê Ì iÊ >Ê Ã>`]Ê
º"vÊ VÕÀÃiÊ ÜiÊ `°Ê "ÕÀÊ iÌÀiÊ viÊ
ÀiÛÛiÃÊ >ÀÕ`Ê Ê >`Ê ÃÊ
Ìi>V }Ãt»Ê
ÊVÕ`Ê >À`ÞÊLiiÛiÊÌt

iÊÜiÌÊÊÌÊ
iÝ«>ÊÌÊiÊÌ >ÌÊ
Ü iÊÃÌÊ«i«iÊ
V>ÊÌ iÊ-ÊvÊ`Ê
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iÃÕÃ]ÊÌ iÞÊ«ÀiviÀÀi`Ê
ÃÊÀ}>ÊiLÀiÜÊ
>i]Ê9> Ã Õ>°Ê
iÊÌ`ÊiÊÌ >ÌÊÌÊ
>VÌÕ>ÞÊi>Ì
º`½ÃÊ->Û>Ì°»

/ iÊ ÀiÊ iÊ Ì>i`Ê Ì iÊ ÀiÊ
iÛiÀÞÌ }Ê Li}>Ê ÌÊ >iÊ ÃiÃiÊ
ÌÊi°ÊÊ >`Ê}ÀÜÊÕ«ÊÊ>ÊÃViÌÞÊ
Ì >ÌÊ >`Ê V>ÕÃi`Ê iÊ ÌÊ µÕiÃÌÊ
iÛiÀÞÌ }]Ê LÕÌÊ Ãi ÜÊ Ê iÛiÀÊ
µÕiÃÌi`ÊÜ >ÌÊ >`ÊLiiÊ >`i`Ê
`ÜÊ ÌÊ iÊ >ÌÊ V ÕÀV °Ê Ê Ì Õ} ÌÊ
Ì >ÌÊ LiV>ÕÃiÊ Ì iÃiÊ «i«iÊ ``½ÌÊ
Ã>ÞÊiÃÕÃ]Ê>Ì Õ} ÊÌ iÞÊÜiÀiÊvÕÊ

vÊ ÛiÊ >`Ê `iÃÃ]Ê Ì iÞÊ ÕÃÌÊ
LiÊL>`°Ê ÕÌÊÜ >ÌÊÊvÕ`ÊÕÌÊÜ>ÃÊ
Ì >ÌÊiÃÕÃÊÜ>Ã½ÌÊiÛiÊÌ iÊ->ÛÀ½ÃÊ
>itÊ
-ÊÜ]Ê>ÃÊÞÕÊ >ÛiÊ}ÕiÃÃi`]ÊÊ
>Ê>Ê«>ÀÌÊvÊÌ ÃÊ«i«iÊÜ ÊvÜÊ
Ì iÊ-ÊvÊ`]Ê>`ÊÊÜÕ`ÊiÊÌÊ
Ã >ÀiÊÜÌ ÊÞÕÊÌ iÊ>>â}ÊÌ }ÃÊ
Ê >ÛiÊi>Ài`Ê>LÕÌÊÃÊ>i°

/ Ê
Ê



Ê

"6

Ê

 -

ÊÌ iÊ`>ÞÃÊvÊ ÊÌ iÊ >«ÌÃÌÊ
>`Ê Ì iÊ -Ê vÊ `]Ê Ì iÞÊ Ã«iÊ
iLÀiÜÊ Ê Ì iÊ >`Ê vÊ *>iÃÌi°Ê
-]Ê Ü iÊ Ì iÊ >}iÊ >LÀiÊ
LÀÕ} ÌÊ Ì iÊ }`Ê iÜÃÊ ÌÊ Ì iÊ
iLÀiÜÊÛÀ}]ÊÀ>ÊÀÊ>ÀÞÊÊ

}Ã ®]ÊÌ >ÌÊÃ iÊÜÕ`Ê}ÛiÊLÀÌ Ê
ÌÊÌ iÊ->ÛÀÊvÊÌ iÊÜÀ`]Ê>`ÊÌ`Ê
iÀÊÜ >ÌÊÃÊ>iÊÜÕ`ÊLi]ÊÜ >ÌÊ
>}Õ>}iÊ`ÊÞÕÊÃÕ««ÃiÊ iÊÃ«i¶Ê
iLÀiÜ]Ê vÊ VÕÀÃitÊ `Ê ViÀÌ>ÞÊ
À>Ê>`Ê9Vi« ÊÀÊÃi« ÊÊ
}Ã ®Ê >i`Ê Ì iÊ V `Ê ÕÃÌÊ >ÃÊ
Ì iÊ >}iÊ >`Ê V>`i`Ê Ì iÊ
pÊ9> Ã Õ>°
Ê >ÌÌ iÜÊ £\Ó£]Ê ÞÕÀÊ LiÊ
«ÀL>LÞÊ Ài>`Ã]Ê ºo>`Ê ÞÕÊ Ã >Ê
V>ÊÃÊ>iÊiÃÕÃ]ÊvÀÊiÊÜÊÃ>ÛiÊ

ÃÊ«i«iÊvÀÊÌ iÀÊÃÃ°»Ê ÕÌÊÌ iÊ
>iÊ iÃÕÃÊ ÃÊ >Ê `iÀÊ }Ã Ê
>`>«Ì>ÌÊ vÊ Ì iÊ ÀiiÊ >i]Ê
iÃÕÃ]ÊÜ V ÊÃÊÌÃivÊ>ÊVÀÀÕ«ÌÊ
vÊ Ì iÊ À}>Ê iLÀiÜÊ >iÊ
9> Ã Õ>°Ê/ iÊ>iÊiÃÕÃÊÀÊiÃÕÃÊ
>ÃÊÊi>}ÊvÊÌÃÊÜ] LÕÌÊÌ iÊ
iLÀiÜÊ >iÊ 9> Ã Õ>Ê ÌiÀ>ÞÊ
i>ÃÊ 9> Üi ½ÃÊ ->Û>Ì]Ê Ü V Ê
>iÃÊÃiÃiÊÕÌÊvÊÜ >ÌÊÌ iÊ>}iÊ
Ã>`Ê Ê >ÌÌ iÜÊ £\Ó£]Ê ºoÞÕÊ Ã >Ê
V>Ê ÃÊ >iÊ 9> Ã Õ>Ê Q9> Üi ½ÃÊ

Ê9> ÊÃÊÌ iÊ«iÀÃ>Ê>iÊvÊ`]Ê>`ÊÃ Õ>ÊÃÊvÀÊ>ÊiLÀiÜÊÀÌÊÜÀ`ÊÌ >ÌÊi>ÃÊ
ºÌÊÃ>Ûi°»Ê`Ê`iÌwi`ÊÃivÊÌÊÃiÃÊ>ÃÊ9Êi>}ÊºÊ»®ÊÊ Ý`ÕÃÊÎ\£{]Ê>ÃÊÊ
*Ã>ÊÈn\{ÊºÜ ÃiÊ>iÊÃÊ9> »®]Ê>`Ê>ÃÊÃÌÊv>>ÀÊÊÌ iÊÜÀ`Ê>iÕÞ> Êº*À>ÃiÊ
9> »®°Ê`ÊÊ Êx\{ÎÊ>`Ê£Ç\££]Ê9> Ã Õ>ÊÃ>ÞÃÊÌ >ÌÊiÊV>iÊÊÃÊ>Ì iÀ½ÃÊ>i]ÊºÌ iÊ
>iÊÜ V Ê9ÕÊ >ÛiÊ}ÛiÊi»Ê - ®]ÊÃÊÌÊÃÊÌÊÃÕÀ«ÀÃ}ÊÌ >ÌÊÌ iÊ>Ì iÀ½ÃÊ>iÊ
ÜÕ`ÊLiÊVÀ«À>Ìi`ÊÌÊÌ iÊ-½ÃÊ>i]Ê9> Ã Õ>°
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->Û>ÌR]Ê vÀÊ iÊ Ã >Ê Ã>ÛiÊ ÃÊ
«i«iÊvÀÊÌ iÀÊÃÃ°»
vÊ ÞÕÊ Ê Ê >Ê `Ê }Ê
>iÃÊ Li]ÊÞÕÊÜÊw`ÊÌ iÊ>iÊ
iÃÕÃÊÊÌ iÃiÊÌÜÊ«>ÃÃ>}iÃ\
7 V Ê >ÃÊ ÕÀÊ v>Ì iÀÃÊ Ì >ÌÊ
V>iÊ>vÌiÀÊLÀÕ} ÌÊÊÜÌ ÊiÃÕÃÊ
ÌÊÌ iÊ«ÃÃiÃÃÊvÊÌ iÊiÌiÃ]Ê
Ü Ê `Ê `À>ÛiÊ ÕÌÊ LivÀiÊ Ì iÊ
v>ViÊvÊÕÀÊv>Ì iÀÃ]ÊÕÌÊÌ iÊ`>ÞÃÊ
vÊ >Û`oÊVÌÃÊÇ\{x]Ê6®
ÀÊ vÊ iÃÕÃÊ >`Ê }ÛiÊ Ì iÊ
ÀiÃÌ]ÊÌ iÊÜÕ`Ê iÊÌÊ>vÌiÀÜ>À`Ê
>ÛiÊ Ã«iÊ vÊ >Ì iÀÊ `>Þ°Ê
iLÀiÜÃÊ{\n]Ê6®
ÜiÛiÀ]Ê vÊ ÞÕÊ Ê Ê >ÞÊ
`iÀÊ Li]Ê VÕ`}Ê ÀiÊ

ÀiViÌÞÊ «ÀÌi`Ê }Ê >iÃÊ
LiÃ]ÊÞÕÊÜÊw`ÊÌ >ÌÊÊ«>ViÊ
vÊ Ì iÊ >iÊ iÃÕÃÊ Ì iÞÊ ÕÃiÊ Ì iÊ
>iÊ Ã Õ>]Ê vÀÊ Ê Ì iÊ VÌiÝÌÊ
ÌÊÃÊVi>ÀÊÌ >ÌÊÌÊÃÊÃ«i>}ÊÌ iÀiÊ
vÊ ÃiÃ½Ê ÃÕVViÃÃÀÊ >`Ê ÌÊ Ì iÊ
-Ê vÊ `°Ê ÕÌÊ Ê Ì iÊ ÀiiÊ
>ÕÃVÀ«ÌÊ Ì iÊ >iÊ Ê LÌ Ê vÊ
Ì iÃiÊÛiÀÃiÃÊÃÊiÃÕÃ°
9ÕÊÃii]ÊÃ Õ>ÊÃÊÌ iÊ««Õ>ÀÊ
}Ã Ê ÌÀ>ÃÌiÀ>ÌÊ vÊ Ì iÊ
iLÀiÜÊ>iÊ9> Ã Õ>°ÊÃ Õ>ÊvÊ
Ì iÊ "`Ê /iÃÌ>iÌÊ >`Ê Ì iÊ Ã>iÊ
>iÊ >ÃÊ Ì iÊ "iÊ V>i`Ê iÃÕÃÊ Ê
Ì iÊ iÜÊ /iÃÌ>iÌ]Ê vÀÊ Ã Õ>Ê
Ü>ÃÊ Ì iÊ «À« iÌVÊ vÀiÀÕiÀÊ vÊ
Ì iÊ -Ê vÊ `]Ê LÀ}}Ê ÃÀ>iÊ

ÌÊ Ì iÊ *ÀÃi`Ê >`Ê >`Ê
i>`}ÊÌ iÊÌÊÛVÌÀÞÊÛiÀÊÌ iÀÊ
iiiÃ°Ê ÕÌÊÃViÊÌ iÊÌÀ>Ã>ÌÀÃÊ
LÛÕÃÞÊ ÜÊ Ì ÃÊ v>VÌ]Ê Ü ÞÊ
`Ê Ì iÞÊ ÞÊ ÌÀ>Ã>ÌiÊ iÃÕÃÊ >ÃÊ
Ã Õ>ÊÊÌ iÃiÊÌÜÊÛiÀÃiÃ]Ê>`Ê>ÃÊ
iÃÕÃÊiÛiÀÞÜ iÀiÊiÃi¶Ê
/ iÊ 6Ê iÜÊ/iÃÌ>iÌÊiÛiÊ
>ÃÊ>ÊvÌÌiÊÃÕ««À}ÊÌ ÃÊv>VÌÊ
Õ`iÀÊ>ÌÌ iÜÊ£\Ó£\ÊºiÃÕÃÊÃÊÌ iÊ
ÀiiÊvÀÊvÊÃ Õ>°»
/ iÊv>VÌÊÃ]ÊÌ iÊ>iÊvÊ`½ÃÊ
-Ê Ü>ÃÊ ÌÊ iÛiÊ «ÀÕVi`Ê >ÃÊ
ºiÃÕÃ»Ê Ê }Ã Ê ÕÌÊ Ì iÊ £ÈÌ Ê
ViÌÕÀÞ]ÊÃ«ÞÊLiV>ÕÃiÊÌ iÀiÊÜ>ÃÊ
Ê º»Ê ÃÕ`Ê ÀÊ iÌÌiÀÊ Ê }Ã Ê
ÕÌÊ Ì i°Ê / iÊ `iÀÊ iÌÌiÀÊ

Ê «>VÌÊ `ÌÊvÊÌ iÊ"ÝvÀ`Ê }Ã Ê VÌ>ÀÞÊ"ÝvÀ`Ê1ÛiÀÃÌÞÊ*ÀiÃÃ]Ê£Ç£®]Ê««°Ê£{È]£xäÇ°Ê
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º»Ê `iÛi«i`Ê vÀÊ Ì iÊ iÌÌiÀÊ º»Ê
Ü V Ê Li}>Ê ÌÊ LiÊ ÜÀÌÌiÊ ÜÌ Ê
>Ê ºÌ>»Ê Ü iÊ ÌÊ >««i>Ài`Ê >ÃÊ Ì iÊ
wÀÃÌÊ iÌÌiÀÊ Ê >Ê ÜÀ`°Ê -Ê Ê `Ê
}Ã Ê Ì iÊ >iÊ ÜÊ ÜÀÌÌiÊ
>ÃÊ iÃÕÃÊ Ü>ÃÊ >VÌÕ>ÞÊ ÜÀÌÌiÊ
>`Ê «ÀÕVi`Ê ÕV Ê iÊ Ì iÊ
À}>Ê ÀiiÊ iÃÕÃ°Ê ÛiÌÕ>ÞÊ
Ì iÊ >À`Êº»ÊÃÕ`ÊVÀi«ÌÊÌÊÌ iÊ
}Ã Ê >}Õ>}iÊ ÌÊ >VV«>ÞÊ
Ì iÊ `vviÀiÌÊ Ü>ÞÊ vÊ ÜÀÌ}Ê Ì iÊ
Ì>Êº»ÊÊÌ iÊ>i°
9ÕÊ>ÞÊ>ÃÊw`ÊÌÊÌiÀiÃÌ}Ê
Ì >ÌÊÊVÌÃÊÓÈ\£{£x]ÊÌÊÃ>ÞÃÊÌ >ÌÊ
Ì iÊ >«ÃÌiÊ *>ÕÊ i>À`Ê Ì iÊ >iÊ
vÊÌ iÊ-ÊvÊ`Ê«ÀÕVi`ÊºÊ
Ì iÊ iLÀiÜÊ Ì}Õi»Ê LÞÊ Ì iÊ -Ê
Ê* ««>ÃÊÓ\ÆÊVÌÃÊ{\£Ó

vÊ `Ê Ãiv]Ê ÃÊ iÊ ViÀÌ>ÞÊ
``½ÌÊ i>ÀÊ Ì iÊ ÀiiÊ >iÊ
iÃÕÃÊÀÊÌ iÊ }Ã Ê>iÊiÃÕÃ]Ê
LÕÌÊ À>Ì iÀÊ Ì iÊ iLÀiÜÊ >i]Ê Ì iÊ
>iÊ>LÛiÊ>Ê>iÃ]Ê9> Ã Õ>°
½`ÊÕV ÊÀ>Ì iÀÊV>ÊÌ iÊ-ÊvÊ
`]ÊÞÊ->ÛÀ]ÊLÞÊÃÊÌÀÕiÊ>iÊ
pÊ Ì iÊ >iÊ ÃÊ ÜÊ Ì iÀ]Ê
À>]Ê >`Ê v>Ì iÀ]Ê 9Vi« ]Ê >`Ê
>Ê vÊ ÃÊ iÜÃ Ê vÀi`ÃÊ V>i`Ê
°Ê ÌÊ ÞÊ >ÛiÊ Ê vÕ`Ê ÕÌÊ
Ü >ÌÊ ÃÊ ÌÀÕiÊ >iÊ Ã]Ê LÕÌÊ ÃÊ
ÌÀÕiÊ `ÞÊÊi>ÀÌ Ê>ÃÊÜi°ÊÊ>ÊÃÊ
Ì >vÕÊÌÊ >ÛiÊw>ÞÊvÕ`ÊÌÀÕiÊ
ÀiÃÌÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊÌÀÕiÊ->ÛÀ°Ê
*i>ÃiÊ Ì>iÊ Ì iÊ ÌiÊ ÌÊ Ài>`Ê
iÛiÀÞÌ }Ê Ê Ì ÃÊ «>«iÀ°Ê 9ÕÊ >ÀiÊ
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>Ü>ÞÃÊ ÜiViÊ ÌÊ ViÊ ÛÃÌÊ ÕÃÊ
Ê>ÞÊvÊÕÀÊVÕÌiÃ°Ê*i>ÃiÊ
ÃiiÊÌ iÊL>VÊVÛiÀ°ÊE
Ê
V >i

V >i½ÃÊÜ`iÀvÕÊiÜÊviÊVÕ`iÃÊ
ÃÊ«ÀiVÕÃÊÜviÊ>`ÊÌÜÊÃÜiiÌÊ
V `Ài°°°Ê

Places Where You Matter
Like a Beehive

What’s the purpose for my life now…
Where does love and peace abound?

3OUTHERNä53!

(AVEäYOUäEVERäWATCHEDäAäBEEHIVEä)Tä
ISä FASCINATINGä SEEINGä THOUSANDSä OFä LITTLEä
BEESä WORKINGä TOGETHERä TOä PRODUCEä HON
EYä!SäYOUäCOMEäNEARäTHEäHIVE äYOUäCANä
!SHEVILLE ä.#
HEARä ANä EXCITINGä BUZZä ASä THEYä GOä ABOUTä
THEä MANYä TASKSä NECESSARYä TOä KEEPä THEä
HIVEä ALIVEä 4HEä WORKERSä AREä RESPONSIBLEä
TOäCOLLECTäNECTARäANDäGUARDäTHEäHIVEä4HEä
YOUNGäBEESäKEEPäTHEäHIVEäINäGOODäCONDI
TION äFEEDäTHEäLARVAE äANDäSUPPORTäINäOTH
ERäHOUSEHOLDäCHORESä4HEREäISäNEVERäAäDULLä
3AVANNAH ä'!
MOMENTäINäTHEäBUSYäLIFEäOFäAäLITTLEäBEE
#OMMUNITIESäINäTHE
4HISäISäMUCHäLIKEäTHEäLIFEäTHATäWEäHAVEä
.OäMATTERäWHATäWEäDO äWEäLOVEäTOäDOäITä
TOGETHERä $AILYä WEä GATHERä TOä THANKä OURä
#OMMUNITYäINä(ILLSBORO
7ASHINGTON ä$#äAREA ää
-ASTERäFORä(ISäSALVATION äANDäTOäHEARä(IMä
ä!SHBURYä#HURCHä2D
SPEAKä TOä USä THROUGHä ONEä ANOTHERä 4HISä
(ILLSBORO ä6!ää
GATHERINGäKEEPSäALIVEäAäGENUINEäLOVEäANDä
  ä 
CAREäFORäEACHäOTHERä!SäWEäWORK äWEäTAKEä
#OMMUNITYäINä!SHEVILLE
ADVANTAGEäOFäTHEäDAILYäSITUATIONS äGUARD
ä,ORAä,ANE
INGä OURSELVESä FROMä THEä SELlSHNESSä ANDä
!SHEVILLE ä.#ää
PRIDEäTHATäWOULDäCOMEäINäTOäSEPARATEäUSä
  ä 
ANDäTAKEäAWAYäOURäLOVEä/URäCHILDRENäAREä
#OMMUNITYäINä#HATTANOOGA
AäVITALäPARTäOFäOURäLIFEä7EäNOTäONLYäHOME
ä.ORTHä3EMINOLE
SCHOOLäTHEM äBUTäWEäWORKäWITHäTHEMäTOä
#HATTANOOGA ä4.ää
ACCOMPLISHä THEä SIMPLEä TASKSä NECESSARYä
  ä ä
TOä MAINTAINä Aä FAMILYä LIFEä /URä LIFEä ISä NOTä
#OMMUNITYäINä3AVANNAH
AäDULLäROUTINEäOFäCHORES äBUTäISäFULLäOFäTHEä
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