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Those whose hearts
were stirred to
return and rebuild
the temple in
Jerusalem had to
forsake the comforts
and security of their
former lives. Is the
call of the Gospel
any different today?
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here is nothing more exciting for a true
believer than to look back in the scriptures
and see how prophecy was fulfilled. It gives
credence to God and His witness. One of the
most exciting fulfillments of prophecy recorded
in the Old Testament is that of the Jews leaving
Babylon and returning to rebuild Jerusalem. This
was to fulfill the words of Jeremiah the prophet:
When the seventy years are completed for
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my
gracious promise to bring you back to this
place. (Jeremiah 29:10)
What a wonderful time to live in! The
Babylonian captivity was about to end and
Abraham’s offspring were about to go to their
homeland and rebuild the temple. This is what
they had longed for, hoped for, and waited for.

You would think that the
response to the call by King Cyrus
to “go up to Jerusalem in Judah
and rebuild the temple of the Lord,
the God of Israel, the God who is
in Jerusalem” would have been
overwhelming.1 However, it wasn’t at
all. Although they were in a foreign
land, with foreign customs and
gods, many did not want to leave.
According to the ancient historian
Josephus they had become quite
prosperous in Babylon and most of
them did not like the idea of leaving
and beginning all over again — in
fact they loathed it.
Although some did return,
the majority did not. They had

grown comfortable in Babylon, in
spite of the many commandments
from their God not to mix with
other cultures. They had become
successful in business, owned
property, accumulated possessions,
some amassing great wealth. Why,
when they were beginning to do so
well in society, did God want them
to up and leave? Did He really mean
to leave everything? Even family
members, if they were unwilling
to come? All they had to return to
was a desolate wasteland full of wild
animals and rubble. Surely He did
not expect them to abandon all they
had gained for that!? How would
people view their God if they were

so irrational as to suddenly leave
their jobs, possessions, friends, and
family to return to Jerusalem? What
kind of witness would that be?
These questions must have
reverberated in many of the minds
that heard the call. Therefore, many
Jews decided to stay in Babylon. This
was no time to leave. Perhaps they
would be able to make Babylon into
a better place. Perhaps they could
influence their society politically
and financially and change things
for the better.
Oddly enough, upon reading
this intriguing story in the Bible,
we find that God actually did want
them to leave. It is what God had
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predestined for them to do. No one
today would actually argue that it
was not God’s will that the Jews in
Babylon leave everything and return
to rebuild Jerusalem.
So, how is this ancient story in
the Bible relevant today? Part of the
answer lies in the response of those
who did leave Babylon. In Ezra 1:
5 it says, “…everyone whose heart
was stirred by God.” These were
the ones who responded to the call.
Something was awakened in their
hearts by the prophet to return to
Jerusalem after seventy years. This
was a once-in-a-lifetime chance to
hear and obey. It is what many had
lived their lives in anticipation of.

They did not want to settle for a
comfortable life in Babylon. They
knew God wanted more than that.
These people set their face like flint

From the outset, the pilgrims faced
many obstacles, including this
inhospitable Chaldean desert.

to return and rebuild. It was like
another exodus.
The stirring of the heart to go
rebuild can be compared to the
stirring of the heart to hear Christ’s
message and follow Him — setting
one’s face like flint to rebuild
the Kingdom and not look back.
Looking at the gospel of Christ, it
is not difficult to see the parallel
between His call to leave everything
to follow Him and what God called
the Jews in Babylon to do. Many
of the Jews in Babylon thought it
was unreasonable to expect them
to leave everything behind, even
unwilling family members, and
many people today think the same

way about Christ’s call to forsake
everything, including unwilling
family members, to follow Him.
It is very similar in America today
to how it was in Babylon: people are
quite comfortable in their living
conditions, careers, schools, and
social circles. They’ve accumulated
property and possessions. Many are
doing “quite well” in the world today.
But what if the call came from God
to abandon all that, follow Christ,
and build His kingdom? Would their
hearts be stirred to obey? Or would
they rather stay and live out their
days in Babylon?
To build up His kingdom and to
1

Ezra 1:2-4 2 John 18:36 3 John 18:37

build up the world are two entirely
different things. In fact, Christ said,
“My kingdom is not of this world.”2
In fact, the world is an entirely
different kingdom and is ruled by a
different king.
Then the devil, taking Him up on
a high mountain, showed Him
all the kingdoms of the world in
a moment of time. And the devil
said to Him, “All this authority
I will give You, and their glory;
for this has been delivered to
me, and I give it to whomever I
wish.” (Luke 4:5-6)
We know that we are of God, and

that the whole world lies in the
power of the evil one.
(1 John 5:19)
We also know that anyone who
is of the truth hears His voice and
follows Him.3 Anyone who is unable
to hear His voice is still under the
sway of the ruler of this world. If
someone wants to follow Him and
build up the Kingdom of God, then
he must change kingdoms and
allegiances. He must leave Babylon
(the world) in order to build up
Jerusalem (His kingdom).
For He rescued us from the
domain of darkness, and trans5

ferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son. (Colossians 1:13)
I have given them Your word;
and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world,
just as I am not of the world. I
do not pray that You should
take them out of the world, but
that You should keep them from
the evil one. They are not of the
world, just as I am not of the
world. (John 17:15-16)
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If the world hates you, you know
that it hated Me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet
because you are not of the world,

but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
(John 15:18-19)
The gospel of Jesus Christ called
men to leave everything behind
and follow Him. They could not
stay where they were and build
— they had to get up and come
after Him. They could have no other
allegiances. The response by those
first disciples when they heard His
message validates this:
And He said to them, “Follow
Me, and I will make you fishers
of men.” Immediately they left
their nets and followed Him.
Going on from there He saw two

other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets; and He called
them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father, and
followed Him.
(Matthew 4:19-22)
Peter began to say to Him,
“Behold, we have left everything
and followed You.” Jesus said,
“Truly I say to you, there is no
one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or
children or farms, for My sake
and for the gospel’s sake, but that
he will receive a hundred times

as much now in the present age,
houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and
farms, along with persecutions;
and in the age to come, eternal
life.” (Mark 10:28-30)
The first disciples did not think
it was unreasonable for Him to
expect them to leave everything,
even family, and follow Him. In
addition, Christ did not think it
unusual that they did this, nor did
He say it was unnecessary when
Peter exclaimed that they had left
everything to follow Him. This was
the normal response to His gospel.
4

These first disciples had to face
the same hardships that those who
left Babylon did; they had to leave
behind those who weren’t stirred
in their heart.4 They had to leave
behind parents, children, husbands
and wives, brothers and sisters —
whoever was not stirred to go and
build what God was building.5
Even Abraham, the first one
God called, had to leave behind his
family, his country, and his father’s
house and go to the land God would
show him.6 He left one place and
went to another place. He was called
out by the same voice:

And the Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” And let him who hears
say, “Come!” And let him who
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let
him take the water of life freely.
(Revelation 22:17)
The word come denotes motion
from one place to another.7 The very
same essential requirement that
Abraham had when he was called
by God is present in all the Gospels
— movement from one place to
another. The first step in obeying
the gospel is to leave one place in
order to go to another place — a
new place and environment. When

Matthew 10:34-35,37; 12:46-47 5 Luke 14:26 6 Genesis 12:1 7 John 6:44 8 Genesis 12:1-2 9 Hebrews 11:8
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a person is born again he receives this world behind him, turning his
a brand new heart and is immersed back on his family and friends and
into the brand new culture of the the world he had known. He said
Body of Christ — he does not his farewells, kissed his loved ones
remain in the culture of the world.
good-bye forever, and placed his
Abraham
Those whose hearts are stirred won’t
had to leave
settle
for a comfortable life in Babylon.
his land,8 turn
They will set their faces like flint to
his back on
rebuild the temple — the Body of
his previous
Messiah, which is a Community.
life, and obey
what God was calling him to do. life in the hands
He had to do this before God could and care of the
show him all the other things he One who spoke
would do through him.9 Abraham to him saying,
did not shrink back even though he “Leave your life,
was commanded to leave his life in your family and
8

10

Matthew 6:31-33 11 Galatians 3:7,29; John 8:39; Romans 4:12

friends, your job and security. Trust
me and I will take care of you.”10
Those who are Abraham’s seed will
have Abraham’s faith and will do
what Abraham did.11 n

Contradictions

Hear, O Israel!
The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your
soul and with all your strength.
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

I

t is hard to live with contradictions. They gnaw at your soul,
wearing you down until you either face them squarely, admit
your hypocrisy, and change, or
you silence your nagging conscience and become a cynical,
beaten wreck of a human being.

Such was the crossroads I found
myself at about fifteen years ago.
I had a challenging and lucrative
career as a consultant on the
cutting edge of the computer
graphics industry. I was respected
as a Christian leader and Bible
teacher. I had a wonderful, faithful,
capable wife who home-schooled
our four sweet daughters. We were
living in one of the most beautiful
places in the world, waking up
every morning to the breathtaking
panorama of Lake Geneva and the
Swiss Alps. I was miserable.

In my heart I wanted to serve
the God of Heaven; in my soul I was
fighting a losing battle with my flesh;
with my strength I was building up
the kingdoms of this world. I was
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doing the very thing the Apostle
Paul said not to do, “No soldier gets
entangled in civilian pursuits, since
his aim is to please the one who
enlisted him.”1 My life was a living
contradiction. I could not obey the
most basic commandment to love
God with all my heart, all my soul,
and all my strength.

That question always led me to
John’s gospel and letters, which
gave me no comfort…
“If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments.” (John 14:15)

With All Your Heart
Didn’t I love Him with all my
heart? I thought so. After all, I had
given my life to Him the best I knew
how. I prayed, studied the Bible,
taught Sunday School, and paid my
tithes. What is love for God anyway?

“A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also
are to love one another.” (John
13:34)

1

“Whoever has My commandments
and keeps them, he it is who loves
Me…” (John 14:21)

By this we know love, that He
laid down His life for us, and

2 Timothy 2:4 (See our freepaper, Civilian Affairs, for an in-depth study on this passage.)

we ought to lay down our lives
for the brothers. But if anyone
has the world’s goods and sees
his brother in need, yet closes
his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? Little
children, let us not love in word
or talk but in deed and in truth.
(1 John 3:16-18)
Lay down my life for my
brothers? I couldn’t honestly claim
to be doing that in any practical
way. See my brothers in need? I
only saw them for a couple of hours
on Sunday, wearing their Sunday
best. I didn’t even know where most

of them lived, let alone how they
lived. How would I know whether
they needed anything? How could
I love them just as Jesus had loved
His disciples? And if I could not
do that, then how could I obey His
commandments? And if I did not
obey His commandments, then
according to the Scriptures I did
not love Him with all my heart. I
was living a lie:
Whoever says, “I know Him,” but
does not keep His commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in
him. (1 John 2:4)
With All Your Soul
As for my soul, well, there was

no way to get all of it to do much
of anything. The soul, I’m told,
consists of the mind, the will,
and the emotions. My mind was
easy to get moving… in almost
any direction. It took every bit
of my will to keep my mind from
plunging me into ruin, much less
focusing my faculties consistently
on godly things. And my emotions
were rather reluctant to respond
to anything with much passion,
including the call to worship. Oh,
I could sing hymns with the best
of them, but whatever feelings they
may have stirred up returned to
their placid state moments after
the last chord rumbled out of the

organ. As much as my heart wanted
my soul to be on fire for the Lord, it
wouldn’t cooperate.
With All Your Strength
Alas, here was the most
formidable
of
obstacles
to
sainthood! What was I doing with
the bulk of my energy, and the best
years of my life? Making money to
sustain my comfortable, uppermiddle-class lifestyle by selling
my skills to the highest bidder. At
the time in question, that entailed
developing software for financial
analysts in private Swiss banks to
better manage the fortunes of the
richest men on earth. Where did
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their wealth come from? I dared not
ask, nor would I have been told. But
I did wonder. Druglords? Slumlords?
Gangsters? Terrorists? Rock stars?
Pimps? Whose kingdoms were
getting the benefit of my strength?
One thing was for sure: it wasn’t
God’s kingdom.
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The Crossroad
So there I was, saved and going
to heaven, or so I was told. Oh,
I had said the “Sinner’s Prayer”
fourteen years earlier, and no one
would have guessed that there was
any doubt in my mind about my
eternal destiny. But what part of
me was saved? Was it just my heart

that was saved? That was the only
part that seemed to be oriented in
the right direction. But if my soul
and my strength couldn’t follow my
heart, what good was it? Or was the
commandment in Deuteronomy 6:
5 only for the Old Covenant, and
now in the New Covenant it was ok
to just ask Jesus into your heart
and live your life much the same as
other decent people who make no
claim to be Christians?2
In the midst of my turmoil, I
happened to stumble upon some
disciples who were living a common
life together just like you can read
about in Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-37.
It was almost as if I had entered a

time warp and landed back in the
first century. The simple purity
and devotion of their life shed light
on the contradictions of my life
and made it all too clear what was
missing. At this crossroad my life
took a radically different direction,
releasing me from the grip of this
present evil age and freeing me
to give my whole heart, soul, and
strength to build God’s kingdom.
I have written of how I came to this
crossroad and what happened next in
another article, which you can read
on our web site.3 But now I would like
to tell you what I have learned that
eliminated the contradiction I had
lived with for so many years.

The Salvation of the Whole Man
The Apostle Paul seemed to have
a more holistic view of salvation
than most Christians have today, as
this passage implies:
Now may the God of peace
Himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and
soul and body be kept blameless
unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 5:23)
Somehow it seemed important
to Paul that the whole person
— spirit, soul, and body (heart,
2
4

soul, and strength) — would be
completely devoted to God. In fact,
the word translated sanctify4 in this
verse means “to set apart from common or profane things and dedicate
to God.” And there is a related word
that Paul used a few verses earlier:
For this is the will of God, your
sanctification… for God has not
called us for impurity, but in holiness. (1 Thessalonians 4:3,7)
The word translated sanctification5 (and also holiness) in this passage means the effect of being set
apart — the purification of heart

and life. Therefore, sanctification
(being made pure and blameless)
can only happen as a result of being sanctified (set apart from the
common and profane). Paul puts it
together in his second letter to the
Corinthians:
“Therefore go out from their
midst, and be separate from
them,” says the Lord, “and
touch no unclean thing; then I
will welcome you, and I will be
a father to you, and you shall
be sons and daughters to Me,”
says the Lord Almighty. Since we

Regardless of what the Savior Himself said in Matthew 22:37… 3 http://www.twelvetribes.org/publications/one-mans-journey.html
#37 in Strong’s Concordance 5 #38 in Strong’s Concordance
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have these promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit,
bringing holiness to completion
in the fear of God.
(2 Corinthians 6:17 - 7:1)
Where Salvation Happens
Obviously, to the Apostle Paul,
salvation was not just a matter of
saying the “Sinner’s Prayer” and
going to heaven when you die.
The promise of being called God’s
sons and daughters was based on
obedience to the call to come out

To the church of God that is in

Corinth, to those sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every
place call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord
and ours. (1 Corinthians 1:2)
He was writing to those who
were “set apart in Christ” (not “by
Christ” but “in Christ”). He meant
in the Body of Christ, which to him
was not an ethereal7 concept but the
corporeal 8 expression of the life of
Christ in a particular place where all
the saints9 call upon the same Lord.
That is, they are all coordinated

Ephesians 4:11-16 7 ethereal — characterized by insubstantiality; as impalpable or intangible as air. 8 corporeal — having material
or physical form or substance. 9 Saints means set-apart ones. 10 In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 Paul labors this point. 11 Acts 17:6
12
Matthew 10:34-37
6
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of the fallen society and into the
set-apart, undefiled place where He
can father us — give us the care,
protection, training, and discipline
that children need to grow up
right.6 Paul was actually calling the
wayward Corinthians back to the
foundation he had established them
on — a community of disciples
who lived a set-apart life together,
just like the first community in
Jerusalem.
That is the way Paul addressed
his first letter to the Corinthians:

in all their actions under one
head, just like a physical human
body.10 That is how the church
was first established in Jerusalem,
setting a definitive pattern that
was replicated through Judea. In
fact, Paul makes explicit reference
to his churches’ adherence to the
Judean pattern in his letter to the
Thessalonians:
For you, brothers, became
imitators of the churches of God
in Christ Jesus that are in Judea.
For you suffered the same things
from your own countrymen as
they did from the Jews.
(1 Thessalonians 2:14)

It was the radical, set-apart,
holy life that they shared together
that brought the persecution upon
the Thessalonian church, just as it
had upon the churches in Judea,
because it exposed the shallow, selfcentered, idolatrous lifestyle of the

fallen culture they had come out of.
They upset the social order of their
day,11 just as their Master had said
would be the effect of the gospel:12
“If the world hates you, know that
it has hated me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the
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world would love you as its own;
but because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates
you.” (John 15:18-19)
The Gospel of Salvation
And that brings us to the
crux of the matter. The gospel
Paul preached was the same as
the gospel he obeyed — one that
caused him to suffer the loss of all
things,13 turning his back forever on
his former life and occupation to be
immersed into Messiah’s Body. It was
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the same gospel as Peter preached
on the day of Pentecost, which
caused the 3000 to utterly abandon
their old lives and band together,
sharing all things in common out
of their love for one another. And
it was the same gospel that the
Savior Himself preached, calling
the original twelve disciples to leave
everything in order to follow Him,
creating an intimate brotherhood
in which they experienced salvation
night and day.
All these disciples had died
the same death to their old lives,14

giving up everything in obedience
to the gospel15 (the very thing the
“rich young ruler” would not do16).
They all had to leave one place and
go to another17 where they could
lay down their lives for one another
every day,18 loving one another just
as their Savior had loved them.
This is the gospel that creates
community, because it actually
calls and delivers people out of
the domain of darkness where they
live by and for themselves, and
into the kingdom of the Son,19 the
commonwealth of Israel,20 where

13
Philippians 3:8 14 John 12:24-26 15 Luke 14:26-33; Mark 10:28-30 16 Mark 10:21-22 17 Matthew 4:19-20; 8:22; 9:9; Mark 10:21 18 Luke
9:23; 1 John 3:16; Hebrews 3:13 19 Colossians 1:13 20 Ephesians 2:12

they can serve Him where He is.21
Wherever the Spirit and the
Bride are, they say, “Come!”22 Come
to the place where Messiah lives in
His people, where all who believe
are together and have all things
in common.23 There everyone is
cared for through the miracle of
self-sacrificing love. No one needs
to be concerned about meeting
his own needs,24 because he has a
hundred brothers and sisters and
mothers and fathers, just as the
Master promised,25 who look out

21

for him while he is busy looking out
for them. Each one is free to use
his gifts and the grace supplied to
him to do the works he was saved
to do26 for the purpose of building
up the Body of Messiah,27 not his
own kingdom or the kingdoms
of this world. And in the process,
each one is purified through the
difficulties and circumstance of
their life together, as their hurtful
ways are exposed and healed in the
safe environment of love.
Only there is it possible to love

the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength.

John 12:26 22 Revelation 22:17 23 Acts 2:44 24 Matthew 6:31-33 25 Mark 10:29-30 26 Ephesians 2:10 27 Ephesians 4:11-16
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Where, Oh, Where Can it Be?

“But this I confess to you, that
according to ‘the Way’ which they
call a sect, so I worship the God
of my fathers, believing all things
which are written in the Law and
in the Prophets.” (Spoken by the
Apostle Paul in Acts 24:14)
f Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever,1 and
if the church is His Body of which He
is the head,2 then it follows that the
church must also be unchanging in
its essential nature. In other words,

I
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“the Way” (as the church was called
in the first century) cannot be any
other way than the way it was when
it was “the Way.” And what way was
that? It was the way it was in the
beginning, in Acts 2:44-47 and 4:
32-35, when they were one heart
and one way, just as the prophet
Jeremiah foretold.3
All who believed were together,
and had all things in common,
and sold their possessions and
goods, and divided them among

all, as anyone had need… Now
the multitude of those who
believed were of one heart and
one soul; neither did anyone
say that any of the things he
possessed was his own, but they
had all things in common. And
with great power the apostles
gave witness to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. And great grace
was upon them all. Nor was there
anyone among them who lacked;
for all who were possessors of

lands or houses sold them, and
brought the proceeds of the things
that were sold, and laid them
at the apostles’ feet; and they
distributed to each as anyone
had need.
But that is not the way it is now.
Evidently a mutation has occurred,
as the church no longer resembles
its original pattern. What happened
to the visible demonstration we
can read about in Acts 2 and 4, the
result of the first preaching of the
gospel by those who had actually
been with Christ? To find out, let’s
look at a couple of definitions.
1

Ethereal — 1. of or relating to
the regions beyond the Earth
2. lacking material substance:
immaterial, intangible.
Corporeal
—
1.
having,
consisting of, or relating to
a physical material body; not
immaterial
or
intangible:
substantial. 2. of or relating to
a person’s body, especially as
opposed to his spirit; tangible,
material, seeable, touchable.
The first century church was
corporeal, not ethereal. It was the
visible, tangible manifestation of the
salvation found in Christ, revealed

Hebrews 13:8 Colossians 1:18 Jeremiah 32:39
2

3

through a concrete expression of
Christ’s life and love in His Body.
Only a corporeal witness of the
Body of Christ can fulfill His new
commandment in John 13:34-35
and His last prayer in John 17:23,
just before His crucifixion:
“A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also
are to love one another. By this
all people will know that you are
My disciples, if you have this love
for one another.”
(John 13:34-35)
“I in them and You in Me, that
19

20

they may become completely one,
so that the world may know that
You have sent Me and have loved
them even as You have loved
Me.” (John 17:23)
The love and unity among His
disciples must be visible to the
world to prove that God did indeed
send His Son into the world to
save it. The world cannot believe
unto salvation without seeing this
unity among His disciples, whose
obedience to His word sets them
apart from the rest of the world.4
This is what sanctified means: set
apart, made distinct, undefiled
spiritually and physically.
The Body of Christ can be

compared to a ship on the open
seas, carrying all the passengers
safely to their destination. A ship is
in the ocean, but not
of the ocean. Imagine
a bunch of people
just floating around
separately, treading
water in the ocean,
all claiming to be
safely on the same
ship going to the
same destination.
Ridiculous!
In the
beginning,
the church
wa s l i ke

that ship, and its structure was
community.5 What does the life
of the first-century disciples in

Jerusalem document if not the
Master’s commandment in John 13:
34-35 and His prayer in John 17:
21-23? It was a detailed expression
which elucidated6 His prayer and His
command to His disciples, throwing
light upon the commandments.7
That life was the blueprint of the
Body of Messiah.
That outward expression of
community was the nucleus that
was to replicate itself throughout
the world. The Jerusalem pattern
was to be only the beginning of the
corporate, corporeal Body of Christ.
For example, Paul commended the
4
7

Thessalonian church for following
the same pattern that was expressed
throughout the churches in Judea,8
observing that they were also
persecuted because of that radical
demonstration of their faith.
Living in community, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, purifies all
those within it. Experientially, you
are truly made complete spiritually.
The spiritual strongholds in your
life caused by your sin are broken
down by the loving hands of those
committed to you in the same life.
Jeremiah’s prophecy of the New
Covenant9 can only be fulfilled by

this life in community, which is the
only way you can actually become
one — having one heart and one
way, unified in every aspect of your
being, growing up into the head,
which is Messiah.10 There you grow
to live in absolute unity, just as the
Savior prayed for in John 17:23 —
“one as the Father and Son are one”
— a unity which makes no room for
denominations.
The outward, visible unity of the
early church was the outcome of
love reaching the innermost parts
of everyone who believed. The gospel
had cut them to the heart and the

John 17:15-19 5 Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35 6 elucidate — make free from confusion or ambiguity; make clear and comprehensible.
John 14:15,21,23,24 8 1 Thessalonians 2:14 9 Jeremiah 31:31-34; 32:38-41 10 Ephesians 4:11-16
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outcome was absolute surrender
to the sovereignty of Messiah over
them. This was expressed through
the corporeal witness of the Body,
the reality of their salvation. There
were no solo disciples doing whatever
they felt God wanted them to do,
independent of each other. A real
body doesn’t work that way. “All who
believed were together…”11 Their
love for each other was real — corpo-real. They had truly believed in
Messiah and therefore were grafted
into His Body through baptism,
surrendering their independent
existence. Those 3,000 surrendered
lives, added to the original 120,
comprised not an ethereal body,

but a real body of believers living
together in community. Their love
was real and visible, and their unity
was real and visible, lived out daily
as the corporeal expression of the

Body of Christ.
Sadly,
Christianity
today
expresses quite a different response
to Messiah’s call to discipleship.
Church leaders everywhere accept

the impossibility of such a corporeal
expression of the Body of Christ
with sayings like, “Let’s agree to
disagree,” and, “We’re only human,”
and, “The flesh is just too strong,”
and, “We’ll be one in heaven.”
Unfortunately, that “pie-in-the-sky”
unity won’t do the world any good,
since, according to the Savior, they
need to see a demonstration of that
unity in order to believe that the
Father sent the Son.12 After all, if
His sacrifice wasn’t sufficient to set
His followers free from the sin that

11

divides them,13 then what evidence
is there that He died and rose again
on their behalf?
Spiritualizing the words of
Christ so as to avoid simply obeying
them only produces an ethereal
result — wispy and mystical. But
the first church actually was said
to “turn the world upside down.” Its
effect was far from ethereal. It was
corp-o-real.
When the church is restored to
its original foundation and pattern
— that real body and real life that

results from the reality of “all who
believed were together” — then
there will be hope for the world
to believe that the Father sent His
Son. Then the church can truly
grow with a growth that is from
God,14 increasing to the full stature
of Messiah,15 as a Bride prepared
for her King.16 And only then will
her King return for His Bride to
establish His kingdom on this
earth. n

Acts 2:44 12 John 17:23 13 John 8:36 14 Colossians 2:19 15 Ephesians 4:11-16 16 Revelation 19:7-8
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ONLY MAKE BELIEVE
John 14:21 Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me.
And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father,
and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.
John 14:15
John 14:23
John 14:24

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word.
Whoever does not love Me does not keep My words.

1 John 3:16-17

By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us,
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him,
how does God’s love abide in him?
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Only make believe
I love you.
Only make believe
that you love Me.
Some may find peace
of mind in pretending.
Should you?

Should I?
Should we?
Make believe our hearts
are blending
In a phantom bliss,
of unity.
Might as well make believe
I love you,
For to tell the truth,
I don’t.
(Lyrics adapted from the musical Showboat —
with apologies to Kern & Hammerstein)

Whoever says “I know Him”
but does not keep His commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

1 John 2:4

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. Acts 2:44-45
And they were selling their possessions and belongings
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Strive to enter through the narrow gate,
Luke 13:24-25
for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.
When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door,
and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying,
“Lord, Lord, open for us,” and He will answer and say to you,
“I do not know you.”
25

The SHIFT from

purpose for the faith
the 3000 received by
hearing the gospel on
the day of Pentecost in
Acts 2:36-45.2
Faith in Jude 1:
3 meant persuasion
from God to do His
will, which first came
to the saints by hearing the gospel.
But today the word faith in Jude
1:3 is taken to simply mean the
knowledge and assent to religious
truths, without regard to good
works, which is therefore a false
faith.3
The only assurance of faith is
Ephesians 2:10 and 4:16 — doing

Community Life
to Doctrine
A
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fter the first century, right
doctrine became the litmus test
for faith instead of loving as Christ
commanded.1 Late in the first
century, Jude urged the believers to
contend for the faith delivered once
for all to the saints. This word faith
meant the persuasion to do what
Christ commanded, for this was the

the good works one was saved to do
in order to build up the Body. Jude
1:3 has nothing whatsoever to do
with doctrinal correctness, as the
context in verse 4 proves. It speaks
of grace being turned into license
to do your own thing, doing what is
right in one’s own eyes, since there
was no longer authority from God
to be adhered to.4 There was no
restraint; each one did whatever he
wanted, but still maintained a form
of godliness, although denying its
power.5
Doctrine, or the right theology,
requires no faith to believe.6 Faith is
1
7

for the purpose of doing the works
prepared for one to do in the Body
of Christ, the Community. Theology
requires no faith, but John 13:34-35
does require faith:
“A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another;
as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
1 John 3:16 and 23 also require
faith, without which even someone
with the right doctrine won’t pass
the litmus test of 1 John 3:14

— regardless of whether he says
he believes.7 So, believing the right
doctrine requires no faith, no love,
and no laying down of one’s life for
his brothers.
“I
beseech
you
therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable
service. And do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2)

John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:14,16,23; 5:12-13 2 Romans 10:17 3 James 2:14-26 4 Judges 17:6; 21:25 5 2 Timothy 3:1-5 6 James 2:19
John 5:24
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No one can do Romans 12:1
unless he obeys verse 2 by faith as
well. Otherwise, the faith of Jude
1:3 is considered merely doctrine,
the theology of theologians, learned
men who can quote many scripture
verses, but laying down their lives
as 1 Jn 3:16 says is far from them.
They can only teach their flocks
the same “faith” as they have. A
student, when fully trained, will
be like his teacher. So their empty
“faith” has been passed down ever
since theological Bible schools have
existed on earth. They have no
relationship with the true Messiah8
and can only give mental assent to
theological terms, concepts, and

decrees thought up by the apostates
of the fourth century.9
These apostate leaders valued
doctrine higher than love and ended
up persecuting people, deposing
bishops, and banishing into exile
those considered to have the wrong
doctrine. Ultimately, they started
killing those they deemed heretics.
So why is it always those with the
right doctrine who end up killing
those with the wrong doctrine?
They obviously didn’t understand
1 Cor 1:10 in the right spirit. You
can’t force unity. Forced unity is not
the right spirit. As 2 Cor 11:4,13-15
clearly states, only Satan’s servants
or ministers could ever do what

the Christian theologians did to
dissenters. All this was in absolute
violation of the Master’s words to
leave them alone, to let them be.10
The reason Jude so urgently
said to contend for the faith that
was imparted in the beginning
was because of a change he saw
coming in — away from the pattern
in Acts 2 & 4 and toward what
would become the state church of
Constantine. We can see the change
in the way Christians thought,
being persuaded and influenced by
a different spirit, propagated by a
different gospel, and ending up with
a different Jesus from the one they
accepted in the beginning.11

The church turned from being
the persecuted to being the
persecutor. By that time, the Holy
Spirit had long ago left the church.12
No longer could anyone truthfully
confess 1 John 4:2-3 or John 12:26
from his experience, but only from
his mind. As the church declined
in its love in every place,13 in spite
of Paul’s exhortation to them in
Ephesians 6:24, none seemed to
be able to pass the litmus test of
1 John 5:13. This was because 1
John 3:16 and 23 were no longer the
emphasis, but rather mental assent
to a list of doctrines now called

“the faith.” So this doctrinal “faith”
replaced the works true faith was
meant to energize, as James later
wrote in the second century.14
So as the church careened down
its fatal decline, the emphasis

shifted to doctrine, which is now
called or considered “faith.” But
Jude, who wrote by the end of
the first century, looking into the
second, urged that they contend
or have a vigorous defense of the
faith delivered once and for all to
God’s people. What he meant by
this was the faith that produced
the expression of the abundant life
recorded in Acts 2 & 4. That was
“the faith once for all delivered to
the saints.”15 Faith came to those
who had ears to hear.16
But after love left, the Holy Spirit
left. Eventually those who were

8
2 Corinthians 11:4,15 9 See http://www.theblackboxspeaks.org/church-councils.html 10 John 12:47-48; Luke 9:54-55, NKJ; Acts 5:3439 11 Galatians 1:6-7 12 Revelation 2:4-5 13 1 Corinthians 1:2 14 James 1:26-27; 2:14-26 15 Acts 2:44-45 16 Acts 2:40; John 18:37; 10:27
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as John 9:41 describes took the
word contend in Jude 1:3 to mean
taking up arms to force their “right
doctrine” upon those with “wrong
doctrine” under pain of death. This
was contrary to the words of the
true Messiah, “My kingdom is not
of this world. If my kingdom were
of this world, my servants would
fight.”17
Jude wrote to the few who were
not yet disqualified:
To those who are called,
sanctified (set apart) in God the
Father and kept for Jesus Christ:
May mercy, peace, and love be
multiplied to you. (Jude 1:1-2)
30

It was addressed to those who
were still set apart by God the
Father, and kept, preserved for
Messiah. May mercy and peace
and love be multiplied to you, who
are sanctified as in 1 Corinthians
1:2 — those separated from the
world in the Body of Messiah, the
Community, as in Acts 2:42-47
and 4:32-37. They are set apart in a
place where the refining process can
take place in each one’s life, which
cannot be accomplished unless
one is separated from fellowship
with the world in that place where
Messiah actually is in His Body.18
In 1 Corinthians 1:2, “in every
place” means in every township,

just as the letters from Paul were
addressed to each community
according to its particular town or
locality. Starting from Jerusalem,
the first community swarmed to
surrounding towns in Judea,19
after which Paul patterned his
communities. Of course, it was
“with persecutions,” as Mark 10:
29-30 promises. This is the mark
of those who have separated
themselves in a place in which they
can be made pure as 1 John 3:1-3,
“that they may see Him as He is,
and everyone who has this hope
in them purifies himself as He is
pure.”20
Mark 10:29-30 was Christ’s

answer to His disciples’ question,
“Who then can be saved?”21 So verse
27 explains how one is saved by
obedience to His gospel. Someone
has to receive the faith to not only
believe in Him, but to do what He
required of all whom He would save
from this present evil world and
put into a place where they could
be purified — where He is.22 There,
and only there, can anyone serve
Him. As 1 Corinthians 1:2 implies,
it must be a set-apart place that is
in the world, but not of it.23
The word sanctify in John 17:17
is the same as in 1 Corinthians 1:2

— set apart from the evil world
system to be made ready (prepared)
to rule with Messiah; and John 17:18
is their mission.
As John 17:19 says, Christ had
to sanctify Himself, not that He
had to be made pure, but
He meant to set Himself
apart from all other
things in order to purify
His disciples through the
truth of His word — to
be made pure as 1 John 3:1-3. The
sanctification process24 cannot be
accomplished without someone
being set apart in a particular place

where the work of sanctification
can be accomplished in his life.25
Sanctification, as in 1 Thessalonians
4:3 and 7, is the resultant state
befitting those who are sanctified as
in 1 Corinthians 1:2.

The church turned from
being the persecuted to
being the persecutor.
So for someone to walk down the
aisle in the Billy Graham Crusade
and be “saved” is impossible, for he
goes back home and does the very

17
John 18:36 18 John 12:26 19 1 Thessalonians 2:14 20 Romans 5:3-5; 2 Peter 1:4-11; 1 Peter 5:4 21 Mark 10:26 22 John 12:25-26 23 John
17:14-17 24 Revelation 19:7-8 25 Colossians 1:28,23
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The final outcome of the shift
from love to doctrine: killing
those with “bad”doctrine.

same things as before, except now
supposedly he’s going to heaven
when he dies. But has he simply
believed in vain, as those in John
2:23-25? Was it only make believe?
Might as well make believe you love
Him, as to say you do, but not obey
Him.26 But this is not what Christ
told His disciples they had to do to
be saved in Mark 10:17-30.
“Who then can be saved?” Only
those who hear and obey the gospel,
including the “many other words”
(the “hard sayings” of Christ) as

26
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in Acts 2:36-41 and Mark 10:1730. The “rich young ruler” wanted
to know what he had to do to be
saved. The answer is the same now
as it was for the 3000 on the day of
Pentecost, who gave up everything
in response to the first message of
salvation to be preached after the
Messiah ascended, in obedience to
His commission.27 Ask yourself why
the preaching of the gospel doesn’t
produce the same results today.
Could it be a different gospel?28 n

John 14:15,21; 1 John 2:4; See also “Only Make Believe” on page 26
Matthew 28:19-20 28 2 Corinthians 11:4

The Favored Religion
M

ost Christians today have no
idea that the basic tenants of
their faith, religious practice, and
doctrine come from the integration of
the church and state1 during the reign
of the Roman Emperor Constantine.
That may not initially seem so
alarming, but actually it has had a very
significant effect on what they have
believed and how they live. Although
Christians are universally taught from
the words of Christ himself, their

present influence, interpretation,
and application stem from the
writings and councils of the early
“church fathers” of the third and
fourth centuries. It was a time when
the church was in its last phase of
transition into its current form.2
Contending for
" The Faith"
For nearly
two centuries

A result of the Edict of Milan, early in 313. 2 transition — a process or period
in which something undergoes a change and passes from one state, stage,
form, or activity to another.
1
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the church had experienced a steady
decline from its original vibrancy of
living together in community, when
love was the glue which held their life
together.3 The book of Jude records,
near the end of the first century,
the writer’s alarm and distress,
pleading with all the churches to
contend earnestly for “the faith”
that was delivered to them once for
all by the apostles themselves. That
term “once for all” means there was
no other foundation upon which a
valid church could be established.4
“The faith” delivered to them by

of the original apostles and their
teachings.6 Peter himself says these
apostate “brothers” were the very
ones twisting and convoluting7 the
gospel. And in the end, it would
result in their own destruction,
according to their deeds.8
For certain men have crept
in unnoticed, who long ago
were marked out for this
condemnation, ungodly men,
who turn the grace of our God
into a license for immorality
and deny our only Master and
Lord Jesus Christ… These are

John 13:34-35 4 1 Corinthians 3:9-11; Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Corinthians 12:12 5 apostates — those who departed from the teaching
and fellowship of the apostles; departing from the faith while maintaining a pretense of it. 6 1 John 1:3; 2:19,20,27; Jude 1:17-19
7
convolute — to twist or coil something. 8 2 Peter 2:1-3,19; 3:16; 2 Corinthians 11:15; 1 John 1:3; 2:19
3
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the apostles was their spiritual
foundation, the result of the gospel
they had received. It was expressed
through the visible and tangible
life they shared together, having a
community of goods.
Jude describes it as their
“common salvation” which all the
churches universally held, having
been apostolically established.
Jude 1:4 tells how that life was
threatened,
challenged,
and
ultimately destroyed by apostates5
— those who departed from
being devoted to the fellowship

grumblers, complainers,
walking according to their
own lusts; and they mouth
great
swelling
words,
flattering people to gain
advantage.” (Jude 1:4,16)
The second letter to the
Corinthians also speaks
of Paul’s alarm over the
imminent loss of the original
simplicity and purity of the
faith he had passed on to
them. Through craft and
scheming the apostates
twisted the scriptures,
even the very gospel of the
9

Lord, delivered through the
apostles. They rejected the
authority of the apostles and
sought to promote themselves
as those who are first among
their brothers.9

2 Peter 2:10; Jude 1:8; 3 John 1:9-10

For if he who comes
preaches another Jesus
whom we have not
preached, or if you receive
a different spirit which you
have not received, or a
different gospel which you
have not accepted — you
may well put up with it!
… For such men are false
35
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apostles,
deceitful
workers,
transforming
themselves
into apostles of Christ. And
no wonder! For even Satan
transforms himself into an angel
of light. Therefore, it is no surprise
if his ministers also transform
themselves into ministers of
righteousness, whose end will
be according to their works. (2
Corinthians 11:4,13-15)
There is a consistency in the
writings of the apostles in the way
these treacherous apostates (selfproclaimed apostles) are described.
They held to a form of godliness,
but did not have revelation or
power from the Holy Spirit. They

were natural men, not spiritual,
and like brute beasts they ravaged
the sheep, causing confusion and
division within the church and
its leadership. They knew well the
hardships of the churches in every
place and played upon this very fact
to captivate a receptive audience.
Subtly, these false ministers
gained an advantage, motivated
by selfish desires, not seeking the
welfare of the sheep or its fold, but
only to promote themselves, their
own name, for their own glory.10
Since the love that produced the
communal life of the early church
was no longer the standard by which
a true believer’s genuine confession

could be judged, it was no wonder
these “deceitful workers”11 were
able, through their speech and
persuasion, to captivate the mind
and intellect of the fallen church
remnant. Community was no longer
the “litmus test” by which the
authenticity of their faith could be
judged, but doctrine was hailed as
the standard to determine whether
one “believed.” Their gospel
required nothing more than mental
assent, producing a dead religion of
“belief” only. Hence, by the end of
the third century, the church was
splintered by bickering bishops and
a docile laity, ready for a new era.

The Fatal Transition:
Emperor Constantine
According to some scholars, this
new era brought the completion of
a fatal transition from which the
church would never again recover
its original Judean pattern.12
Community, which had long ago
dissolved,13 was the only means
by which those first disciples had
shared a “common salvation.” Its
original structure and spiritual

foundation was a communal life, yet
by the fourth century the church
had become entirely different in
nature from the original pattern
that is explicit in Acts 2:41-47 and
4:32-37, and assumed throughout
the epistles.14
After a lengthy period of
persecution,
spiritual
decline,
and constant friction from within,
Constantine baited the alreadyweakened ranks of the Church. The

Roman world during the second
and third centuries had long been
divided by the continual unrest of
civil strife and disorder of every
sort. Constantine sought a means
to unify the crumbling empire.
At the same time, the churches of
the western and eastern provinces
suffered tremendously under the
strain of both the Empire and the
constant influence of apostates.
Over two hundred years of factions

10
John 7:17-18; Jude 1:8,12,13,17-19 11 2 Corinthians 11:13 12 “Between the years AD 100 and AD 500, the Christian Church changed
almost beyond recognition… [At first] the organization of the church was still fluid… there were no creeds to be recited, no set forms
of worship… [By AD 500] the worship of the church was entirely liturgical with fixed, set forms of prayer…” (Tony Lane, The Lion Book
of Christian Thought, Lion Publishing Company, Batavia, Illinois, 1984, p.8) 13 dissolve — 1. to fade away gradually and disappear, or
make something gradually fade away and disappear; 2. to break up, or break something up, into smaller or more basic parts; 3. to bring
a legal relationship, for example, a business partnership or a marriage, formally to an end. 14 1 Thessalonians 2:14
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from within and persecutions
from without held the church
continually in the place of
compromise and hypocrisy.
Early in the fourth
century, Constantine resolved
to protect himself and his
own provinces against the
threat of other challenging
Roman rulers and marauders
who contended for control
of the weakened empire.
He went to war against
Maxentius’ army in order to
secure his territories. The
historical account says that
as Constantine approached
Rome he was given a vision to

conquer under the sign of the
Cross of Christ. He had this
emblem affixed to the shields
of his soldiers (most of whom
were pagans) as they went into
battle. Far outnumbered by
Maxentius’ army, Constantine
won a miraculous victory.
From then on, Constantine
worked tirelessly to unite the
fractured church and bring it
into intimate fellowship with
the Roman state. This merger
of church and state set
the stage for Christianity’s
development over the next
1700 years.

Constantine’s Maneuver
Seizing
the
opportunity,
Constantine
maneuvered
the
church and its leaders through
flattery, luring them into an
inescapable relationship with that
of the state. Publicly acknowledging
the Christian God for the victory
gained, Constantine believed this
same God would now protect the
Roman Empire from harm as
long as the emperors worshipped
Him and the church remained
both united and devoted to the
Empire. Sniffing the hope of an

end to persecution and a path to
prosperity, the leaders of the fourth
century church swallowed the bait
— hook, line, and sinker.
Constantine called a series of
church councils to bring unity
among the bickering bishops. He
didn’t simply command them to
come; he paid their expenses and
even provided their means of getting
there. Then, while still holding
his position as the head of the
state pagan religion, Constantine
presided over the councils and
enforced their decisions. These
councils and the creeds that came

forth from them are held in the
highest regard in Christianity. They
form the basis of identifying what
is and what is not Christian faith,
practice, and doctrine ever since.
From then on, they have formed
the foundation for all orthodox
Christian faith and practice.
After nearly three centuries of
struggle, the walls of the church
came tumbling down, completing
its transformation.15 Constantine
promoted Christians to positions
of prominence within the state and
surrounded himself with Christian
advisors. After all, ethically and

15
transformation — 1. a complete change, usually into something with an improved appearance or usefulness; 2. a permanent change
in the genetic makeup of a cell when it acquires foreign DNA.

39

40

morally speaking, the Christians’
code of living raised the standard
of Roman society. Before long
Constantine even had Christian
bishops accompany his troops into
battle to ensure God’s favor and to
strengthen the moral character of
his armies. He built magnificent
cathedrals and Roman buildings
in honor of the Christian God and
began paying salaries out of the
state treasury to church leaders. He
passed laws in favor of the church
in exchange for obligatory state
service. He believed that a united
and loyal church would ensure God’s
blessings on the entire empire.
One of the main reasons the

religion of Christianity became the
favored religion of governors and
emperors was because Christians
could be totally involved in nearly
everything that any average citizen
of the empire was involved in.
Constantine groomed Christianity
as his “pet religion” because of
its docile, compromising nature.
While in the past the church had
been persecuted for its stance
against the Empire’s evils, it was
now accepted as both church and
empire “turned over a new leaf” in
their development.
The
distinction
between
Christians and non-Christians was
broken down, and more and more

pagans became “believers,” since
Christianity was now the favored
religion, offering a greater hope
of worldly success and prosperity.
Church leaders taught submission
to authority, which strengthened
the relationship between the church
and its Roman overlords. Christians
achieved respect and admiration,
where formerly they were held
in contempt and dishonor. They
were generally responsible and
dutiful, and their faith posed no
problem whatsoever, no strange
or outrageous behavior, belief, or
practice that would cause upheaval
or disruption in the government or
national peace.

So Constantine proclaimed
Christianity the favored religion
of the Roman World. Hailed as the
deliverer and emancipator of the
church, Constantine was then and
still is viewed as a savior, securing
the church’s position in the world
that would span the centuries. Most
of the Christianized world today
is content with the doctrines of
faith that came down through the
spiritual lineage of a nationally
recognized Roman religion, never
questioning very deeply the roots
of their Christian religion or the
foundation of the gospel they
have trusted in. The legacy of
16

Matthew 7:16-20 17 John 13:34-35

Constantine is a church at one with
the world that it was commissioned
to call others out of. That legacy
remains.
So, is this intimate cooperation
and compromise with worldly power
a good tree from which to pick fruit?
The Son of God said that a tree is
known by the fruit it produces.16 He
said His disciples would be known by
their love.17 A “watchdog” of modern
heresies and advocate of the historic
creeds once wrote, “Biblical love
is the hallmark of a truly vibrant
Christian witness, however, love is
always the handmaiden of sound
doctrine and not the other way
around.” The centuries-

long trail of blood flowing from all
who opposed that favored religion,
and the uncountable divisions
caused by its internal strife would
seem to suggest that
the handmaiden has
been granted a leave
of absence.
n

41

T

42

Distinguished

he prophet Malachi wrote
some of the last words
recorded in the Old Testament
— the final words before a fourhundred-year silence. In Malachi
3:18, these words are recorded:
“So you will again distinguish
between the righteous and the
wicked, between one who serves
God and one who does not serve
Him.”
At the time he was writing,
there was no longer any
distinction. The prophet was

looking ahead to a time in the
future when there would again
be a distinguishing mark or
characteristic of a people who
served God and were wholly set
apart from the nations around
them — the role Israel was to
fulfill in the Old Covenant (which
they didn’t do — as plainly stated
in Matthew 21:43).
Now let’s “fast forward” to the
time when the Messiah walked the
earth, four hundred years later.
He spoke many words, giving

instruction to His disciples on how
to live as befitting His followers, the
requirements for being His disciples.
His desire for them was exactly the
same as God’s desire had been for
Israel in the Old Covenant — He
longed to see a people who were
different, distinct, distinguishable
from the nations around them. In
some of the first words He taught
His disciples, He made clear the
distinguishing characteristics of
His followers [the “you” here]:
“No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and

wealth. For this reason I say to
you, do not be worried about
your life, as to what you will eat
or what you will drink; nor for
your body, as to what you will
put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of the air, that
they do not sow, nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not worth much more than
they? And who of you by being
worried can add a single hour to
his life? And why are you worried
about clothing? Observe how the
lilies of the field grow; they do not
toil nor do they spin, yet I say to

you that not even Solomon in all
his glory clothed himself like one
of these. But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is
alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the furnace, will He
not much more clothe you? You
of little faith! Do not worry then,
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What
will we wear for clothing?’ For
the Gentiles eagerly seek all these
things; for your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these
things. But seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.
So do not worry about tomorrow;
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for tomorrow will care for itself.
Each day has enough trouble of
its own.”
These words He uttered in
Matthew 6 were not idealistic
standards, not merely unattainable
ideals, put forward as impossible
to attain — He said them and He
meant them. He spoke not from a
theoretical standpoint, but rather
from the life He Himself lived as an
example for others to follow. Does
it sound impossible? Does it sound
unreasonable? Does it sound as if
it can’t be done in these modern
times?
If not, then where can one find
these distinguishable people who

are serving God, a people who are
actually living according to what
Jesus taught in Matthew 6? Only
in community. For it still takes a
community, you know. As John 12:
26 makes abundantly clear, only
there in that place [community]
can one serve Him. For that is
where He is:
“If anyone serves Me, he must
follow Me; and where I am, there
My servant will be also; if anyone
serves Me, the Father will honor
him.”
Are you there? Hello…!?
Maybe then the reason that you
are not there (yet) — where He is

— is simply because you don’t hate
your own life in this world. Since no
one can follow Him until he does,
no one can be where He is and
serve Him there (the Father honors
all who do). Do you think that the
Father honors you where you are?
It’s evident that you’re still outside
the there for the obvious reason that
all who believe as the scriptures
say [in the manner the scriptures
require] have rivers of living water
flowing from their innermost being
(John 7:37-39).
To get to that place, one must
meet the daily qualifications of
discipleship. Here’s a challenge to
be completely honest with yourself

— is this really happening in your
daily experience?
And He was saying to them all,
“If anyone wishes to come after
Me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow
Me, for whoever wishes to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake, he is the
one who will save it. For what
is a man profited if he gains the
whole world, and loses or forfeits
himself? For whoever is ashamed
of Me and My words, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of him
when He comes in His glory, and
the glory of the Father and of the
holy angels.” (Luke 9:23-35)

So since you know you are not
there, you’d better get here. Here
(in community with brothers and
sisters) you can know with certainty
that you are one of the distinguished
ones serving God. Why community?
It’s the only way to meet the criteria
presented here in I John of actually
daily laying down our lives for the
brethren:
We know that we have passed
out of death into life, because
we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death.
We know love by this, that He
laid down His life for us; and
we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. This is His

commandment, that we believe
in the name of His Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, just
as He commanded us.
(1 John 3:14,16,23)
By these qualifications one can
clearly distinguish between those
who serve God and those who don’t.
n

So you will again distinguish
between the righteous and
the wicked, between one who
serves God and one who
does not serve Him.
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Is Anything Required of a Disciple?

D faith release the believer from
oes salvation by grace through

obeying the commandments?
§ If so, then why did Jesus and His
apostles emphasize them?
§ If not, then what are the
consequences for not obeying
them?
It is not a question of whether a
believer can lose his salvation. Once a
person is sealed with the Holy Spirit, it
is irrevocable:
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In Him you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in Him,

were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of His
glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14)
But the same apostle who
wrote that comforting passage also
passionately expressed this desire:
…that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection, and
may share His sufferings, becoming
like Him in His death, that by any
means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead. Not
that I have already obtained this or

am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me His own.
(Philippians 3:10-12)
In the Apostle Paul’s mind, there
was a goal that required tremendous
effort on his part to reach, and to
which he had not yet attained, and
which he could fail to attain. What
was the resurrection he had to strive
for? Are not all believers resurrected
at Messiah’s coming, unless they are
alive when He returns?
Then I saw thrones, and seated
on them were those to whom the

authority to judge was committed.
Also I saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded for the
testimony of Jesus and for the
word of God, and who had not
worshiped the beast or its image
and had not received its mark on
their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ
for a thousand years. (The rest of
the dead did not come to life until
the thousand years were ended.)
This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is the one who shares in
the first resurrection! Over such
the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of
Christ, and they will reign with Him

for a thousand years.
(Revelation 20:4-6)
Clearly, Paul understood that
reigning with Christ during His
millennial kingdom on the earth
was not a foregone conclusion for
a believer, but depended on how
one lived his life in this age. It was
possible to be among “the rest of the
dead” who did not come to life until
the thousand years were ended. This
possibility of being disqualified to rule
with Him is mentioned in many places
in the New Testament. For example:
And you, who once were alienated
and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, He has now reconciled in His
body of flesh by His death, in order

to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before Him,
if indeed you continue in the faith,
stable and steadfast, not shifting
from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed
in all creation under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, became a minister.
(Colossians 1:21-23)
What if you don’t continue in the
faith, stable and steadfast? Will you
still be blameless and above reproach
before Him?
“He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.
He who overcomes shall not be hurt
by the second death.”
(Revelation 2:11)
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What if you don’t overcome? Will
you be “hurt” by the second death?
What does it mean to be “hurt” by the
second death?
“You have a few names even in
Sardis who have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with
Me in white, for they are worthy. He
who overcomes shall be clothed in
white garments, and I will not blot
out his name from the Book of Life;
but I will confess his name before
My Father and before His angels.”
(Revelation 3:4-5)
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What if you have defiled your
garments? Will you still walk with Him
in white? Will you still be worthy? If
you don’t overcome, will your name

remain in the Book of Life — the
register of those who are counted
worthy to rule with Him?
So Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time, not to
bear sin, but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for Him.
(Hebrews 9:28)
What if you are not eagerly waiting
for Him?
For, “Yet a little while, and the
coming One will come and will not
delay; but My righteous one shall
live by faith, and if he shrinks back,
My soul has no pleasure in him.”
(Hebrews 10:37-38)

Evidently it is possible for one
of His righteous ones (to whom He
imputed His righteousness when they
first believed) to be among those who
shrink back when He returns. Let’s
back up a few verses to see how this
is possible:
For you have need of endurance,
so that when you have done the
will of God you may receive what
is promised. (Verse 36)
What if you don’t do the will of
God? What if you lack endurance? Will
you still receive what is promised?
Therefore do not throw away your
confidence, which has a great
reward. (Verse 35)

How can you throw away your
confidence? And if you do, what will
be your reward?
For we know Him who said,
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”
And again, “The Lord will judge
His people.” It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God.
(Verses 30-31)
Who are “His people” who are
judged and fall into the hands of the
living God?
How much worse punishment, do
you think, will be deserved by the
one who has spurned the Son of
God, and has profaned the blood
of the covenant by which he was

sanctified, and has outraged the
Spirit of grace? (Verse 29)
How does one spurn the Son
of God or profane the blood of the
covenant or outrage the Spirit of
grace? Is this talking about believers?
For if we go on sinning deliberately
after receiving the knowledge of
the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful
expectation of judgment… (Verses
26-27)
Have you received the knowledge
of the truth? What if you go on
sinning deliberately?
For it is impossible to restore again
to repentance those who have once

been enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have shared
in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted
the goodness of the word of God
and the powers of the age to come,
if they then fall away, since they are
crucifying once again the Son of
God to their own harm and holding
Him up to public shame.
(Hebrews 6:4-6)
What does it mean to “fall away” or
to hold the Savior up to public shame?
What becomes impossible? Will such
a one be “hurt” by the second death?
What is the second death?
Therefore putting aside all filthiness
and all that remains of wickedness,
in humility receive the word
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implanted, which is able to save
your souls. (James 1:21)
What if you don’t put aside all
filthiness and wickedness? What if the
standards of His word do not become
part of your very nature, as expressed
in your behavior? What will happen to
your soul?
For this very reason, make every
effort to supplement your faith with
virtue, and virtue with knowledge,
and knowledge with self-control,
and self-control with steadfastness,
and steadfastness with godliness,
and godliness with brotherly
1
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affection, and brotherly affection
with love. For if these qualities
are yours and are increasing, they
keep you from being ineffective
or unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. For
whoever lacks these qualities is so
nearsighted that he is blind, having
forgotten that he was cleansed from
his former sins. Therefore, brothers,
be all the more diligent to make
your calling and election sure, for
if you practice these qualities you
will never fall. For in this way there
will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal1 kingdom

This word actually means age-lasting, i.e., the kingdom of the millennial age.
virtue — behavior showing high moral standards.

of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-11)
What if you don’t add virtue2
and self-control to your faith? What
if you don’t diligently increase in
steadfastness and godliness and love?
Will entrance into the Kingdom still
be richly provided to you?
Blessed is the man who remains
steadfast under trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive
the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love Him.
(James 1:12)
What if you don’t remain steadfast?

Will you still receive the crown of life?
If you don’t stand the test, what is the
proof that you love Him?

is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
(1 John 2:4)

“If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments. Whoever has
My commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves Me. And
he who loves Me will be loved by
My Father, and I will love him and
reveal Myself to him.”
(John 14:15,21)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever
hears My word and believes Him
who sent Me has eternal life. He
does not come into judgment, but
has passed out of death and into
life.” (John 5:24)

What if you don’t keep His
commandments? Do you still love
Him? Will He still reveal Himself to
you? Or will you be shown to be a
liar?
Whoever says “I know Him” but
does not keep His commandments

Is the truth in you?

Have you passed out of death and
into life? How can you be sure?

By this we know love: that He
laid down His life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. (1 John 3:16)
What does it mean to lay down
your life for your brothers?
“Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone
keeps My word, he will never see
death.” (John 8:51)
What if you don’t keep His word?
Will you see death? n

We know that we have passed out
of death into life, because we love
the brothers. Whoever does not love
abides in death. (1 John 3:14)
Do you love the brothers? How do
you know?
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I

The Living Dead

“Why do you seek the living
among the dead?”
1
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used to be numbered among the
l i v i n g d e a d . I was alive, inasmuch as
I was breathing and moving, but I didn’t have
life. There was a movie called “The Night of the
Living Dead,” about people who had turned into
zombies incapable of rational thought even on the
simplest level, completely given over to satiating
their own bizarre desires. That was me.
There were others like me, too, and there still
are — the living, walking, dead men and women
of the earth. Some you can spot a mile away, but
some are not so obvious. They are people who
have given up the good fight, surrendered their
lives to a powerful enemy they cannot see. They
don’t know that their pursuit of self-satisfaction
is the very thing holding them in death, and that

1

Luke 24:5

there is a way out. The enemy keeps
these things hidden from them.
Two thousand years ago, John
the Baptist was sent with a message,
a warning to the people in the
religious system, the Jews. He told
them they were way off. Something
was wrong, and if they didn’t repent
and change their ways, they would
not be heirs of the promise made to
Abraham’s offspring, even though
they were his descendants. They
were told that God could raise
up children of Abraham from the
stones if He wanted to.2 They asked,
“What then must we do?”3
His reply was radical. He said,
2

“Whoever has two coats must share
with him who has none.”
These were “God’s people.” Why
did they need to be told that? Why
did a prophet have to come with
a dire warning before they were
willing to give their extra coat to
someone who didn’t have one? How
far from God do you need to fall to
be in that place?
He told tax collectors to only
collect what they were due, no more.
He told soldiers to stop threatening
and extorting from people, and to
be content with their wages. He was
teaching “God’s people” common
decency. He was saying, “You have

a conscience. Listen to it!” The
people in their religion had grown
dull to the instinctive knowledge
of the truth within them. This is
a process. Over time, because of
a little compromise here, a little
justification there, they had steadily
drifted away from the foundation
and their source of life. They had
become an empty shell, a blurry
shadow of who they were supposed
to be. They were the living dead.4
Religion today has followed suit.
John the Baptist came to prepare
the way for a new hope — our
Master Yahshua.* Yahshua came as
a way back, a bridge across the gap

Luke 3:8 3 Luke 3:10-14 4 Matthew 23:27 * See the article The Name Above All Names on page 59
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between God and man, a gap man
had created by his drifting. Many
believed His good news and followed
Him, leaving behind everything for
the sake of something
greater.5 They responded
wholeheartedly to God’s
love for them with
simple, sincere devotion
— together. This would
eventually lead to the day
of Pentecost, the birth of
the church, which was a
community.6
Before long, though,
the Apostle John would
5
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be echoing the words of John the
Baptist, writing to the communities,
“How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother
in need and refuses
to help?”7 The writer
of Hebrews, likewise,
warned them to pay
much closer attention
to what they’d heard,
lest they drift away
from it.8 Drifting is an
unconscious process.
All you have to do to
drift is nothing. When

the disciples stopped loving one
another with a fervent love, they
drifted away from love.
It’s simple: “The children of
God and the children of the devil
are revealed in this way: all who do
not do what is right are not from
God, nor are those who do not love
their brothers.”9 But the evil one is
crafty. He complicates, confuses,
and manipulates. He led the
church astray and she drifted away
and never recovered. Now, after
nineteen hundred years of steady
drifting, she bears no resemblance
to her pure beginnings, but is

Mark 10:28; Luke 5:11, Matthew 8:22 6 Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37 7 1 John 3:17 8 Hebrews 2:1 9 1 John 3:10

defiled10 — stained and scarred by
her exploits, proud and puffed up,
shamelessly unrepentant — a child
of the devil.
But the King still needs a Bride,
and she is being prepared.11
There used to
be “the church,”
but today there are
many “churches.”
Most people who
convene in these
buildings
are
unaware that they
are all serving
different gods. If
God is one, as the
10

Scriptures say, then how can two
people be in communion with Him,
but each have different doctrines,
conflicting lifestyles, separate goals,
and unrelated desires? Would God
give one person one “truth” and
someone else another?12
God is one, therefore the
church is a community.
When the church in the
first century was warned
to repent and do the
deeds they did at first,13
they were being told to
remember what happened
after Pentecost: “All who
believed were together

and shared all things in common.”14
But they didn’t repent, and their
lampstand went out. Christianity
today is not the light of the world.
The belief that brought the first
church to birth is the belief our
Master was talking about when He
said, “Whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal
life.”15 There are people on the
earth today with that belief. They
are together, sharing all things in
common. What one truly believes is
revealed in what he does. We believe
in Him, so we’ve given up our own
rotten, stinking lives to do our part
to prepare the earth for His return.

2 Corinthians 11:3 11 Revelation 19:7-8; Ephesians 2:10; 4:11-16 12 1 Corinthians 1:10 13 Revelation 2:5 14 Acts 2:44 15 John 3:16
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We serve Him where He is,16 where brothers
and sisters dwell together in unity17 and lay
down their lives for one another. That’s what
gives us the confidence that He hears us,18
and so we pray that He would grant us the

What one truly believes is
revealed in what he does.

grace to do His will, not our own selfish will.
People are giving up all hope every day.
Many are looking for justice and truth, and
goodness, struggling to hold on to what they
know is right in the face of great opposition.
But a man’s strength is limited, and his
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16

John 12:26 17 Psalm 133:1-3 18 1 John 3:14,16,22

hope runs out. Only in Yahshua is true love
and justice found. He is the way, the truth,
and the life — the only hope that does not
disappoint. n
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