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Judge Who Ordered Raid
Questlons Info He Had

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP). =~
Judge who issued the warrant al!aw-
ing Vermont’s iil-fated 1984 raid on
the Northesst Kingdom Community
Church now says he may have done
so based on bad information.

Responding to allegations of child
abuse, state police and  social
workers raided the Island Pond sect

in the early morning hours of June

22. 1984 and rounded wup. 112

chiidren in an action lj_t;_m- mled'

unconst:tuuanal

In his first public cdmmen: on the

raid since it took place in June of

1984, Judge Joseph Wolchik told the
Judicial Rerention Board on Tues.

day that he issusd the ‘warraot

*after hearing several hours &f fresh

testimony and reviewing s ﬁve mch -.pua

stack of affidavies.” -
The affidavits descnbed
psychoiog:cal and physical -abuse of
"the sect’s children aimed &t destroy-
ing the children's mdependent
thinking and irpagination — charges
that have never been substannaced
‘“Every child . was consistently
" described in those sifidavits as being
in the same position, receiving the
same treatment every day,” Weichik
told the board, which wiil recom-
 mend to the Legislature whether he
and other judges should be retained.
 He described the raid, which was
" approved by then-Gov. Richard

_-something ps

" {ncludes - Island Pond,
- Wolehik, *T- t.hmk he was misled on

Snelling, as _gjrazedx for the state
of Vermont.” :

' Wolchik issued s general warrant
that allowed the state temporarily to
detain the sect’s children. But then-
‘Administrative Trial Judge Thomas

‘Fayes decided agaibst sppoining

Wolahik t.a continue hesring the

_E's—tead, Hayes named District
" Judge Frai y to hear the

ents o whether the children
“should be retained for several days
to check them for signs of abuse.

Mahady demmw%ﬁ
: gzj_ordered the children rele

Wolchik said he: issued the war-
rant under pressure from Orieans

“County “State’s  Attorney Philip

Wh;te Orleans nurse  Suzanne
_Cloutier. and - Chris . _Braithwaite,
blisher of the Barton Chronicle.

He said he didn't believe they were
lying about the activities of the
church, but that they “overstated
the situsation in._an_at attemgrfz“a"é'

- State Sen. Vmcent Mazzi,
Essex-Orieans; a member of the
retention panel whose home district
said of

the whole thing.”

Wolchik said the size and some
_aspects of the raid later shocked him.
He said when he signed the warrant,
he expected 16 to 20 children wouid
e picked up. '

“Wherny [ heard 112, mvy
dropped.”
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