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he vast and dﬁﬁathomable trutl'\s of i
life can be understood best bg looking
§ intently at the tiniest of creations. Scientists TRG
have noted that the order of the universe can i
be understood by analgzing and observing B
the tiniest atoms. The great and the small are
all organica”9 related. But knowledge is rea”g
7 nothirlg new. For this is a “wee bit o% wisdom”
‘ -ﬁe that the man called St. Patrick knew lon ago.

It is said that Patrick used simple ﬁﬂings
in nature like the ting shamrock to helP his
listeners understand the deep mysteries of
the Almig]ﬂtg. TI’ICH say that PatricE exPlained
to the People that the three persons of the
Godhead could be recognized in sometlﬁing
as simple as the three ting leaves on the

clover. RSN
The Irish had re-

were springing up

all over EuroPe in

: jectecl the Christian

God as Presentec]
in the grand ca-
thedrals and
complicated
A4 doctrines  that
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the fourth and fifth centuries. But their admiration
for the beautg of nature all around them caused
them to stoP and listen when this clcar, gcntlc man
named Patrick began to exPIain about the true God
in terms that tl’zcy could relate to.

Though some doubt whether he actua”g
sPcciﬁca@ used the little clover leaf in his
exPlanations, the point is clear. Patrick, like the
Son of God HimsclE was able to make sense out of
very comPlicatec[ issues 139 using simPle examples in
nature.

But like many legends, an evolution has occurred
in our minds about St. Patrick. If it were not for two
remaining historical works written bg the very hand
of Patriﬁc, it would be difficult to figure out who
he rea”g was. But the treasure of his%hce has been

reserved and we can geta real glimpsc of his heart
Erom the things he wrote:

“...aLthough T am mpergect m many
thimgs, T nevertheless wish that my
BReEUhREN and Kimsmen should Know what
SORE Of PERSON T am, SO that they may
understand my heart’s desRe.
samt patrick ~ 5th century a.s.
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So what sort of person was the man we call Saint
Patrick? What was his heart’s desire?

He certainlg has become a famous character in
modern clay societg. Whg is that so?

In the “Confessions of St. Patrick)” written bg his
own hand in the ear19 fifth century, you see the heart
of a man who earnestly desires to see the reality of
true faith. His genuine message won the hearts of the
lrish, yet eventually alienated him from the established
religion outside lre?anc].

Uneducated in the traditional sense of the
established church in EuroPe, Patrick soon faced
conflict with them. His simPle truth could not stand
up to the formal doctrines of the church. A sincere
student of St. Patrick must take time to thoroughlg
stuclg his two remaining works. In reacling them it
becomes evident the great disappointment he faced in
conFronting the hgpocrisg of the clag. In his “Letter to
Coroticus” he writes a scathing rebuke to a Christian
leader who exhibits obviouslg very “unchristian”
character. UnFortunatelg, his letter was ignorecl bg
the Christian leaders. His own character began to be
malignecl bg them. Patrick’s only crime was trging to
live out his faith according to the commandments of
the Son of Gocl, teaching t%e standards of love he saw
in the Holg ScriPtures. Strangely) he found himself at

- o




P y R LN
oD N CAEEAVE %@n-'
MJ@&;{%A\ I

odds with the very People that should have been his
“brothers” in this work. This enigma baffled Patrick.

The irong of all this is that Patrick was censured bg
those religious leaders, but later made a saint }:)3 the
same establishment. The obvious genuineness of his
selfless life could not be tarnished by their slander. The

eople in Ireland stood bg him anciH continued to extol
Eis work no matter what was said against him.

Patrick did not let their “smear camPai n”
damPen his zeal. He coura eousig stood against ﬁwe
cornPromises he recognize to be the signs of “false
reiigion.” He was not worried about being honored 139
men. Patrick writes in one of his letters:

“sugficient 18 the honour that 18 not yet
seen vut 18 anticipated m the heart.
faithful 18 he that promised; he never
Lieth. sut 1 se€ myseLf €xalLted even n the
present WORLD Beyond measure vy the
LORD, and 1 wWas not Worthy nor such that
he should grant me this. T Know perfectlLy
well, though not By my own judgement,
that poverty and misSfortune pecomes me
Better than riches and pLeasures.”
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The Irish have never lost their fond memory of
Patrick, but with his actual words many are unfamiliar.
His two remaining letters “The Testimong (COI’]]CCSSiOl’IS)

g : NI AN Ay = “\:.‘-T:r:.-:‘




S N ARV TN N

of Patrick” and “the Letter to Coroticus” sound little
like the ha Pg-go-lucky Irishman with his Pot of
old. To the contrary,
t ey reveal the heart
of a man torn }33
the hgpocrisg he
saw beginning to
dominate what
should have been
a simple faith in the
true God that would
cause men to love
without comPromise.
He saw Christian ki”ing
Chris’cian, tainted donation mone being received in
excl’range for false Promises of a Eappg ctemitg, and
other contradictions to true faith which Patrick would
never tolerate.

Mag we once again search out the ancient origins
of gentine men like Patrick. His heart’s desire is c%aar
in what he has written, just as he had hoped it would
be. He was ca”ing men to be true. His message: it
your faith breaks away from the simPle ’cruth, causing
comPromise even to the Point of using the sword to win
your arguments, then your faith is worthless.

Itis the simple truth.
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far frRom BeING one of the
educated relLigious €lite,
patrick Began Life m 1ReLand
as a humeslLe shepherd.




...Like P(u‘mck Of 019,
I would like for you
1O UNJERSTAND
My heart’s desire...




